
Jocks’ Journal 

Hello JJ Subscriber,

The complete November edition of the Jocks’ Journal will be available soon.

I’m currently in the USA in Memphis and enjoying a holiday break.

And yes ... I did visit Graceland - today in fact ... along with all the Elvis museum exhibits.

Here’s 10 days to keep you going. We have also included a full page of
Melbourne Cup trivia.

Very much appreciate your subscription to the journal.
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Births
GARY PLAYER born in South Africa 
- 1935 (90)
* South African golfer.  He became 
the third man in golf history to win 
the golf Career Grand Slam (US 
Open, US Masters, US PGA and 
British Open.)  In 1965 he became 
the first foreigner to win a US 
Open in 45 years.
* He used to wear black in his golf 
tournaments because he loved 
westerns (and cowboys were 
usually dressed in black).  He would 
also travel with weight training 
equipment and commit himself to 
a daily one hour session, involving 
300 sit-ups, one legged squats and 
reverse back stretches.

BILL ANDERSON born in Columbia, 
South Carolina - 1937 (88)
* US country singer and TV 
presenter.  He had his biggest 
seller in Australia in 1963 with Still.

JOHN BELL born in Maitland, NSW 
- 1940 (85)
* Australian stage actor, director 
and theatre manager.  He is 
founder of the Bell Shakespeare 
Company (1990) and the co-
founder of the Nimrod Theatre 
where he directed many firsts for 
the company including Travelling 
North, The Removalists and The 
Christian Brothers. 
* He married actress Anna Volska. 
Their daughter Lucy Bell is an 
actress and their other daughter 
Hilary is a playwright. 

ROBERT FOXWORTH born in 
Houston, Texas - 1941 (84)
* US actor.  He played Chase in 
the TV drama series Falcon Crest. 
Provides the voice of Ratchet in 
the Transformer movies.
* He was married to Elizabeth 
Montgomery (star of Bewitched) 
from 1993 until her death in 1995.

JOHN WILLIAMSON born in 
Kerang, Victoria - 1945 (80)
* Australian country singer. In April 
2025 he released his 21st studio 
album How Many Songs. He had 
his first hit in 1970 with Old Man 
Emu.  It was the first song that he 
wrote and the song he performed 
on TV’s New Faces which helped 
launch his music career.  His best 
selling albums include: Mallee Boy, 
Warragul, Waratah St, True Blue 2 
and Gunyah. 

Events

JIM STEINMAN (James Steinman) 
born in Hewlett Harbor, New York - 
1947.  (Died aged 73 - 2021)
* US songwriter.  He was 
responsible for penning Meat 
Loaf’s biggest hits.  He collaborated 
with Andrew Lloyd Webber on the 
musical Whistle Down The Wind 
(1999) which features the popular 
song No Matter What.  He wrote 
Total Eclipse of the Heart which 
was a hit for Bonnie Tyler and It’s 
All Coming Back To Me Now - a hit 
for Celine Dion.
* He had a solo hit with Rock ‘n 
Roll Dreams Come Through (’81).

DAN PEEK born in Florida - 1950. 
(Died aged 60 - 2011)
* US singer.  He was a member 
of the trio America who formed 
in London in 1969.  He wrote 
America’s hits Lonely People and 
Today’s The Day.  He left in 1976 
and the other continued as a duo. 
His best known gospel album was 
All Things Are Possible.

LYLE LOVETT born in Klein, Texas - 
1957 (68)
* US singer/songwriter and actor.  
In 2022 he released his first album 
in 10 years titled 12th of June. He 
won the Grammy for Best Male 
Country Singer in 1990. He’s 
appeared in several Robert Altman 
films including The Player, Short 
Cuts, Pret A Porter and Cookie’s 
Fortune.

TIM COOK born in Mobile, 
Alabama - 1960 (65) 
* American business executive, 
industrial engineer, and developer. 
Since 2011 he has been the 
Chief Executive Officer of Apple 
Inc. He previously served as the 
company’s Chief Operating Officer, 
under its founder Steve Jobs.

ANTHONY KIEDIS Grand Rapids, 
Michigan - 1962 (63)
* US singer. He’s been the lead 
vocalist for Red Hot Chili Peppers 
since their formation in 1983.  He 
writes most of the band’s lyrics. In 
2022 they made No 1 in Australia 
with their album Unlimited 
Love. Their other No 1 albums 
in Australia include By The Way 
(2002), Stadium Arcadium (2006) 
and their 11th album The Getaway 
(2016). Their single hits include 
Give It Away (’91) and Under 
The Bridge which made No 1 in 
Australia in 1992. 

SOPHIE B HAWKINS (Sophie 
Ballantine Hawkins) born in New 
York - 1964 (61)
* US singer.  Her ‘90s hits include 
Damn, I Wish I Was Your Lover and 
As I Lay Me Down.

TINA ARENA (Filippina Lydia 
Arena) born in Moonee Ponds, 
Victoria - 1967 (58)
* Australian singer. To celebrate 
her 40 years in the music industry, 
Arena released a 2-CD compilation 
album called Greatest Hits & 
Interpretations. This 2017 album 
debuted at #2 on the Australian 
charts and became her 8th Top 
10 album in Australia. Her biggest 
selling single was her 1994 hit 
Chains.  It made the top 10 in 
England, Norway, Ireland, Holland, 
NZ and Hong Kong.  
* Her album In Deep made No 1 
in Australia in 1997. In 1998 she 
made No 3 on the French charts 
with I Want To Spend My Lifetime 
Loving You - recorded with Marc 
Anthony - theme to Mask of Zorro.  

TONI COLLETTE (Antonia Collette) 
born in Sydney, NSW - 1972 (53)
* Australian actress and singer.  
Her big break came when she 
played Muriel in Muriel’s Wedding 
(’94). Her Hollywood box-office 
successes include: Little Miss 
Sunshine, About A Boy, In Her 
Shoes, Emma, The Sixth Sense and 
Knives Out. Also starred in the US 
TV series United States Of Tara.  

EMMA GEORGE born in 
Beechworth, Victoria - 1974 (51)
* Australian athlete.  The pole 
vaulter world record-holder 
won a silver medal in her first 
international championship.  She 
won the inaugural women’s pole 
vault gold medal at the 1998 
Commonwealth Games.

JENNY MCCARTHY born in 
Evergreen Park, Illinois - 1972 (53)
* US actress, model and television 
host. Her films include Diamonds, 
Scream 3, and Santa Baby. She is a 
former co-host of The View.  
* She’s been married to singer 
Donnie Wahlberg since 2014. 

COSIMA DE VITO born in Perth, 
WA - 1976 (49)
* Australian singer.  She was one 
of the remaining three contestants 
on the 2003 Australian Idol TV 
program.  She withdrew from the 
contest after announcing that 
she had been struck down by a 
mystery ailment that hampered 
her singing. Made No 1 in 2004 
with her re-make of Cold Chisel’s 
When The War Is Over.

BTQ 7 opened in Brisbane - 1959.
* It was Brisbane’s second 
television station.  Brian Cahill was 
the station’s first news presenter. 

ROLLING STONES released their 
second single, the Lennon-
McCartney song, I Wanna Be Your 
Man - 1963.

ANSETT-ANA changed its name 
to ANSETT AIRLINES of Australia 
- 1968. 

HELLO KITTY (real name Kitty 
White) was born in London, 
England - 1974.
* Hello Kitty first appeared on a 
vinyl coin purse, which helped 
her become a national sensation 
in Japan.  Hello Kitty  is now the 
second highest-grossing media 
franchise in the world. In 1974 
Hello Kitty was designed by Yuko 
Shimizu, a then-24-year-old 
illustrator. She is actually a little 
girl and not a cat. She has a twin 
sister called Mimmy.

PAUL MCCARTNEY & WINGS 
toured Australia for the first time 
and kicked off their tour at The 
Entertainment Centre in Perth - 
1975.

SONY DISCMAN (D-50) was 
released - 1984.

Australia’s new polymer $10 
NOTES were released featuring 
the faces of Dame Mary Gilmore 
and Banjo Paterson - 1993.

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS 
YOU recorded by Mariah Carey 
was released in the US - 1994.
* Carey wrote and produced the 
song alongside Walter Afanasieff. 
It is considered the best-selling 
modern day Christmas song of all 
time. 

MAKYBE DIVA won a record 3rd 
successive Melbourne Cup - 2005.
* The horse was named after five 
women who used to work with the 
horse’s owner Tony Santic.  They 
were: MAureen, KYlie, BElinda, 
DIanne and VAnessa.

ISRAEL FOLAU announced he 
was quitting his AFL career and 
returning to rugby league after 
playing two seasons with the 
Greater Western Sydney Giants - 
2012.

GOOGLE’s GMAIL became the 
most popular email service - 2012.

Saturday 1st November 2025
Birthday Bulletin
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Births JD SOUTHER (John David Souther) 
born in Detroit, Michigan - 1945. 
(Died aged 78 - 2024)
* US musician and singer.  He co-
wrote the Eagles’ hits Best Of My 
Love, Heartache Tonight and New 
Kid In Town.  His one solo hit was in 
1979 with You’re Only Lonely.  

ALAN JONES born in Melbourne, 
Victoria - 1946 (79)
* Australian racing driver.  In 1979 
he won four Grand Prix races in a 
row and in 1980 became the first 
Australian racing driver since Jack 
Brabham in 1966 to win the World 
Drivers Championship.  
* Alan and his father Stan are the 
only father and son to win the 
Australian Grand Prix.

MAXINE NIGHTINGALE born in 
London, England - 1952 (73)
* English singer.  She had two big 
hits in 1976 with Right Back Where 
We Started From and Gotta Be The 
One.  

k.d. LANG (Kathryn Dawn Lang) 
born in Alberta, Canada - 1961 (64)
* Canadian singer.  Her hits 
include Crying (with Roy Orbison) 
(‘92), Constant Craving (‘93) and 
Hallelujah (2004). In 2008 she 
made No 1 in Australia with the 
album Watershed. 

MATT PRESTON born in London, 
England - 1963 (62)  
* Australian food journalist and 
restaurant critic. He was a judge 
on the TV program MasterChef 
Australia from 2009-2019 and on 
season 12 of My Kitchen Rules.
* At the 2010 Logie Awards he won 
the Graham Kennedy Award and 
was nominated for Most Popular 
New Talent Male.

DAVID SCHWIMMER born in 
Astoria, New York - 1966 (59)
* US actor.  He played Ross Geller 
in the TV sit-com Friends (1994-
2004) and prior to that Michael in 
The Wonder Years (’91-’92).  

NELLY (Cornell Haynes Jnr) born in 
Austin, Texas - 1974 (51)
* US rapper.  His hit Just A Dream 
peaked at No 3 in Australia in 
2010.  His 2002 single Dilemma 
that feat. Kelly Rowland made 
No 1 in Australia, US and UK. His 
2004 single Over and Over feat. 
Tim McGraw also made No 1 in 
Australia. 

MITCHELL JOHNSON born in 
Townsville, Queensland - 1981 (44)
* Australian cricketer.  He was 
awarded the Allan Border Medal 
in 2014 and the International 
Cricket Council’s 2009 “Cricketer 
of the Year” award, the Sir Garfield 
Sobers Trophy. In August 2018, he 
announced his retirement from all 
forms of cricket. 
* He was a part of the ABC cricket 
commentary team.

COSENTINO (Paul Cosentino) born 
in Victoria - 1982 (43)
* Australian magician and 
illusionist.  In 2023 he celebrated 
10 years of magic with his 
‘Decennium’ tour after being 
off the road for 3 years. He has 
suffered for his art with injuries 
including 12 stitches to his chin 
after a close shave with a knife, 
cracked ribs, a broken ankle and a 
burst eardrum.

LEIGH “JOEY” MONTAGNA born in 
Victoria - 1983 (42)
* AFL player.  He played 287 
games for the St Kilda Football 
Club including three grand finals. 
He now works in the media and 
commentates the AFL for Fox Footy 
and Triple M, he also commentates 
the National Basketball League for 
ESPN.

PIA WHITESELL (Pia Loyola Blanco) 
born in Chile - 1983 (42)
* Australian model, actress 
and television presenter. From 
2015-2018 she played Katarina 
Chapman in Home and Away. In 
2019, Whitesell co-starred in the 
Dora and the Lost City of Gold, the 
live action film adaptation of Dora 
the Explorer, as Dora’s aunt Mami.

MAEVE DERMODY born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1988 (37)
* Australian actress.  Her first 
major film role was in the 
independent thriller Black Water 
(2007), about a trio of people 
trapped in the mangroves of 
the NT by a menacing Saltwater 
Crocodile. In 2015, Dermody 
played Vera Claythorne in the 
Agatha Christie thriller And Then 
There Were None.Also appeared 
in the Agatha Christie mini-series 
Why Didn’t They Ask Evans.

TIM TSZYU born in Sydney, NSW 
- 1994 (31)
* Australian boxer. The son of 
boxer Kostya Tszyu, held the World 
Boxing Organization (WBO) junior-
middleweight title from 2023 to 
2024. Tszyu amassed an amateur 
boxing record of 33–1 before 
turning professional in 2016 at the 
age of 22.

THE DAILY MIRROR was first 
published in England - 1903.

MANLY COUNCIL in Sydney 
overturned its ban on bathing 
during daylight hours (which was 
banned) at Manly Beach - 1903.

A CROSSWORD PUZZLE was 
published in Britain for the first 
time in the Sunday Express - 1924.
* It was actually a reprint of an 
American crossword.

HOWARD HUGHES took his 
wooden flying boat, Spruce Goose, 
on its only flight - 1947.
* At the time it was the world’s 
largest aircraft.

ABC (ABQ 2) television opened in 
Brisbane - 1959.

JIMMY CARTER was elected 38th 
US President - 1976.

POLICE released their debut album 
Outlandos D’Amour - 1978.  

THE COFFEE CLUB opened their 
first business in Australia at Eagle 
St Pier in Brisbane - 1989.

EVA CASSIDY, US singer, died aged 
33 of cancer - 1996.

RICHARD PRATT, Australian 
billionaire, was fined $36 million 
after pleading guilty to price fixing 
and market sharing relating to his 
cardboard box cartel - 2007.

ANDY IRONS, 32 year old 
Hawaiian-born surfer, was found 
dead in a Dallas hotel room - 2010.
* It’s believed that he died of 
dengue fever.  Irons won three 
world surfing championships.

MALCOLM TURNBULL, Australian 
Prime Minister, scrapped Knights 
and Dames from Australia’s 
honour system - 2015.

BABY SHARK DANCE video by 
Korean education brand Pinkfong 
became the most-viewed YouTube 
video of all time - 2020.

JOHNNY DEPP lost his libel case 
against UK newspaper The Sun, 
which called him a “wife-beater”, 
stating he assaulted wife Amber 
Heard - 2020.
* Depp appealed the decision and 
after a long court case in 2022 in 
the US he prevailed in his three 
counts of defamation against his 
ex-wife Amber Heard and was 
awarded $15 million. 

KEN ROSEWALL born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1934 (91)
* Australian tennis champion.  
‘Muscles’ became Australia’s first 
official world champion when 
he won the inaugural World 
Championship of Tennis at Dallas, 
Texas in 1970 defeating Rod 
Laver.  At 18 he became Australia’s 
youngest men’s champion when 
he won the Australian Men’s 
singles in 1953.  He became the 
oldest when he won the same 
title aged 37 in 1972.  He also won 
titles in 1955 and 1971 and was 
US champion in 1956 and 1970. In 
all, he won 10 Grand Slam singles 
titles, six with fellow Australian 
Lew Hoad.
* In October 2023 he announced 
he was auctioning off some of his 
trophies and prized heirlooms. 

JAY BLACK (David Blatt) born in 
New York City, New York - 1938. 
(Died aged 83 - 2021)
* Lead singer with Jay & The 
Americans.  He joined in 1962 
replacing John ‘Jay’ Traynor.  Their 
biggest hits were Come A Little Bit 
Closer (‘64), Cara Mia (‘65) and 
This Magic Moment (‘69).

BRUCE WELCH (Bruce Cripps) born 
in Sussex, England - 1941 (84) 
* Original rhythm guitarist 
with The Shadows and record 
producer.  Cliff Richard’s backing 
group the Shadows had a string of 
instrumental hits in the ‘60s with 
Apache, Wonderful Land, Kon-Tiki, 
Foot Tapper and Guitar Tango.  
* He wrote Olivia Newton-John’s 
hit Please Mr Please as well as the 
Cliff Richard hits Summer Holiday 
and In The Country.  

BRIAN POOLE born in Essex, 
England - 1941 (84) 
* English singer.  His group Brian 
Poole & The Tremeloes had hits 
in the ‘60s with Do You Love Me 
and Someone, Someone.  The 
Tremeloes split from Brian in 1966 
and went out on their own.  

STEFANIE POWERS (Stefanie 
Federkiewicz) born in Hollywood, 
California - 1942 (83)
* US actress.  She co-starred with 
Robert Wagner in Hart To Hart. 
Stefanie also starred in the short-
lived TV series The Girl From 
U.N.C.L.E. 

Sunday 2nd November 2025
Birthday Bulletin Events
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Monday 3rd November 2025
Recreation Day (Tasmania)

Birthday Bulletin

ROY EMERSON born in Blackbutt, 
Queensland - 1936 (89)
* Australian tennis player.  He 
is the winner of the most men’s 
Grand Slam singles and doubles 
titles including two Wimbledon 
titles.  He  won six Australian 
Championships between 1961 
and 1967.  He would have won 
seven consecutive titles but lost 
to Rod Laver in 1962. He lives in 
California.
* He says: “The racquets are 
getting so powerful the game is 
getting a little boring.  There isn’t 
much finesse left in the game.  The 
money may ruin the game and 
the equipment may ruin it for the 
spectators.”

LULU (Marie Lawrie) born in 
Glasgow, Scotland - 1948 (77)
* Scottish singer.  Her biggest hit 
was in 1968 with To Sir With Love.  
It was sung by her in the film of the 
same name in which she also had 
a leading role.  In 1970 she also 
had hit success in various states 
of Australia with Oh Me Oh My.  In 
1974 she charted with the James 
Bond theme The Man With The 
Golden Gun.
* In 1993 she returned to 
the UK charts with the single 
Independence.  

ROSEANNE (Roseanne Arnold/
Barr) born in Salt Lake City, Utah - 
1952 (73)
* American comic actress.  She 
starred in her own TV comedy 
Roseanne which was consistently 
one of the highest rating programs 
in the US in the late ‘80s and ‘90s.  
* Her TV talk show The Roseanne 
Show ran from 1998 to 2000.

REBECCA GILLING born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1953 (72)
* Australian actress and 
environmentalist.  She is the 
CEO and executive director of 
Planet Ark. After leaving school 
she became one of Australia’s 
highest-paid models.  She then 
pursued acting and starred in the 
mini-series, Return To Eden, A 
Dangerous Life and Paper Man.  
She also was in the 1975 movie 
The Man From Hong Kong.  Apart 
from her acting she has worked as 
a reporter on the Our House TV 
lifestyle program.

ADAM ANT (Stuart Goddard) born 
in London, England - 1954 (71)
* English singer.  His group Adam 
& The Ants made a huge impact on 
the pop charts in 1981 and 1982 
with Ant Music, Stand And Deliver, 
Prince Charming and Goody Two 
Shoes.  

DOLPH LUNDGREN (Hans Dolph 
Lundgren) born in Sweden - 1957 
(68) 
* 200 cm tall Swedish actor and 
director.  His first major movie 
role was playing a Russian boxer 
in Rocky IV. He has also appeared 
with Stallone in the Expendables 
movies. His other films include 
Universal Soldier, Creed and 
Aquaman. 

FRED FAIRBRASS born in Surrey, 
England - 1963 (62)  
* Lead singer with UK band Right 
Said Fred.  They had a No 1 hit in 
1991 with I’m Too Sexy. 

DYLAN MORAN born in Ireland - 
1971 (54)
* Irish comedian. He is most 
famous for his starring role in the 
TV sitcom Black Books which he 
co-wrote. He played the character 
of Gordon in the 2007 comedy film 
Run Fatboy Run.

SAM PANG  born in Melbourne, 
Victoria - 1973 (52)  
* Australian television and radio 
host, writer, and comedian. He’s 
the host of Sam Pang Tonight 
that premiered on Network Ten 
in March 2025.  In April 2025, the 
series was renewed for a second 
season.  Since 2015, he has co-
hosted the Front Bar alongside 
Mick Molloy and Andy Maher, 
which airs on Channel Seven.  In 
2023, 2024 and 2025 he hosted 
the TV Week Gold Logie awards. 
* From 2016-2022, he was a co-
host of Melbourne’s Nova 100 
program, Chrissie, Sam & Browny. 

CHRISSIE SWAN born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1973 (52)
* Australian TV and radio presenter.  
Since 2023, Swan has hosted The 
Chrissie Swan Show on Nova FM. 
In 2022 and 2023, she served as 
a judge on The Masked Singer 
Australia. She co-hosted the radio 
program Chrissie, Sam & Browny 
on Nova 100 Melbourne with Sam 
Pang and Jonathan Brown.  The 
program ended in 2022. 

GEMMA WARD born in Perth, WA 
- 1987 (38)
* Australian model and actress.  
At 16, she became the youngest 
model to appear on cover of the 
US edition of Vogue magazine. 
She’s appeared in the movies 
The Black Balloon, The Strangers 
and Pirates of the Caribbean: On 
Stranger Tides.

ANGUS MCLAREN born in 
Wonthaggi, Victoria - 1988 (37) 
* Australian actor.  He is best 
known for his roles in the television 
series, Packed To The Rafters as 
Nathan Rafter and H2O: Just Add 
Water as Lewis McCartney.

COURTNEY BARNETT born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1987 (38)
* Australian singer-songwriter 
and guitarist. Her debut album, 
Sometimes I Sit and Think, and 
Sometimes I Just Sit, was released 
in 2015 and made No 4 in Australia 
and the Top 20 in UK and US.  At 
the ARIA Music Awards of 2015 
she won four awards from eight 
nominations. She was nominated 
for Best New Artist at the 58th 
Annual Grammy Awards. Her 2018 
album How You Really Feel made 
No 2 in Australia. 

ELLYSE PERRY  born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1990 (35) 
* Australian sportswoman. ‘Pez’ 
represented Australia in cricket 
and soccer. She became the first 
Australian to pass 5000 runs 
and 300 wickets in international 
cricket. Aged 16, she became 
the youngest Australian to play 
international cricket and the first 
to have appeared in both ICC and 
FIFA World Cups. 

LEONARDO DA VINCI was 
commissioned to paint the portrait 
that became known as the MONA 
LISA - 1507.

The first GODZILLA film was 
released in Japan - 1954.
* The Japanese title was Gojira.  

JEFFERSON AIRPLANE recorded 
Somebody To Love - 1966.  
* It peaked at No 5 in the US.

FLEETWOOD MAC released their 
first single I Believe My Time Ain’t 
Long - 1967.
* The song was a flop but in 
1968 they had their first British 
hit with Black Magic Woman.  
Later that year they released the 
instrumental Albatross that went 
to No 1 in the UK.

JAMES TAYLOR and CARLY SIMON 
married - 1972.
* They divorced in 1983.  In 1974 
they had a hit song with a revival 
of Mockingbird.

AUSTRALIAN FORMULA ONE 
GRAND PRIX was raced for the 
first time in Adelaide - 1985.  
* It was won by Ayrton Senna 
(Brazil).  

BOB ANSETT’s BUDGET RENT-A-
CAR went into liquidation - 1989.

BILL CLINTON was elected 42nd 
president of the United States - 
1992.

ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER 
officially re-opened in New York 
13 years after the September 11 
attacks - 2014.

MICHELLE PAYNE won the 
Melbourne Cup riding Prince of 
Penzance and became the first 
female jockey to win the event - 
2015.

ASHLEIGH BARTY (Australia) beat 
Elina Svitolina to win the WTA 
Finals in China, receiving US$4.42 
million, the biggest winner’s prize 
in tennis history - 2019.

IMRAN KHAN, Pakistan’s ex-Prime 
Minister, survived a shooting at a 
political rally that his party called 
‘an assassination attempt’ - 2022.
* One person was killed and 
several others were injured and 
prompted protests among Khan’s 
supporters.

THE BEATLES song Now And Then 
was released - 2023.
* It was dubbed “the last Beatles 
song”. The John Lennon song 
appeared on a double A-side 
single, paired with a new stereo 
remix of the band’s first single, 
Love Me Do (1962).

COLDPLAY frontman Chris Martin 
fell down a trapdoor while 
performing on stage in Melbourne 
- 2024.
* His fall was cushioned by a crew 
member, who stuck his hands out 
through the hole, catching Martin.  
His fall came only weeks after Olivia 
Rodrigo fell through a door on the 
stage during a performance at the 
Rod Laver Arena in Melbourne.

QUINCY JONES, US record 
producer, died aged 91 - 2024. 
* He produced three of the most 
successful albums by Michael 
Jackson: Off the Wall (1979), 
Thriller (1982), and Bad (1987). 

Events
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Melbourne Cup Trivia
* Archer was the winner of the first Melbourne Cup in 1861.  He also won the following year.  Despite his owner’s intention 
to race Archer for a third Melbourne Cup, he was unable to do so because of a technical error. Archer’s acceptance 
nomination to race failed to arrive in time because it was delayed in the post. As a result, owners scratched many horses, 
in a show of solidarity. This left a starting field of only seven horses that history shows was to be the smallest field of horses 
to race in the Melbourne Cup.   At ten years of age, Archer fell in a race and was retired to stud but his place in history was 
forever cemented. The first Melbourne Cup winner was immortalised in the 1984 film ‘Archer’.  

* In 2003 Clare Lindop became the first Australian female jockey to ride in a Melbourne Cup. 
In 2015 Michelle Payne (pictured) was the first female jockey to win the Melbourne Cup. Her 
horse was the Prince of Penzance.

* The first cup was watched by 4,000 people.  At the time, Melbourne’s population was 140,000.

* The Melbourne Cup was first filmed in 1896.  This race was won by Newhaven.

* There has never been a dead-heat for first in the Cup.

* Horses whose names start with I, Q, U, X and Y have never won the Cup.

* Most successful trainer is Bart Cummings.  He’s responsible for 12 winners.   In 2008 Bart had 
his 12th Melbourne Cup win with Viewed.   (His father Jim Cummings trained one Cup winner, 
Comic Court in 1950.)

* Makybe Diva is the only horse to win 3 successive Melbourne Cups.  The horse was named after five women who used 
to work with the horse’s owner Tony Santic.  They were: MAureen, KYlie BElinda, DIanne and VAnessa.

* Unlucky ‘Shadow King’ made six attempts to win the cup in seven years be-
tween 1929 and 1935.  He came 6th, 3rd, 2nd, 3rd, 2nd and 4th!

* Four horses have won at 100-1: The Pearl (1871), Wotan (1936), Old Rowley 
(1940) and Prince of Penzance (2015). 

* Knight’s Choice (pictured) won the Melbourne Cup in 2024 with odds of 90-
1. It became only the sixth Australian-bred horse to win since 1993, and the 
first since Vow and Declare in 2019. The win gave New Zealand trainer Sheila 
Laxon her second Melbourne Cup triumph, after Ethereal’s win in 2001.

* Sheila Laxon, Welsh-born and New Zealand based trainer, became the first woman trainer to win the Melbourne Cup 
when Ethereal was victorious in 2001.  Ethereal won both the Caulfield and Melbourne Cup becoming the 11th horse to 
complete the double.

* The ‘Most Winning Number’ has been No 4 with 13 wins, No 12 with 11 wins and No 1 also with 11 wins.  

* Only horses to win in consecutive years are: Archer (1861-62), Rain Lover (1968-69), Think Big (1974-75) and Makybe 
Diva (2003, 2004 and 2005).  (Peter Pan won in 1932 and 1934.)

* The photo finish camera was first used in the 1948 Melbourne Cup.  Rimfire beat Dark Marne.  However, many on-course 
punters believe the result should have been reversed, and it was later found that the camera was incorrectly aligned.

* Americain became the first French-trained horse to win the race, and Gerald Mosse the first French jockey.

* The first radio broadcast of the Melbourne Cup was by the ABC in 1925.

* The race has been postponed only twice because of rain (1870 and 1916). 

* Prize money for the 2025 Melbourne Cup: the horse that comes first will receive $4.5 million, 2nd - $1.1 million.



Jocks’ Journal published by Newmedia.  www.newmedia.com.au
6

Births

UNESCO was established when 
a constitution came into force- 
1946.

JOHN LAWS commenced his radio 
career at 3BO Bendigo - 1953.
* His final radio program aired on 
2SM on Friday November 8, 2024.

HSV 7 (now Channel 7) went to air 
in Melbourne - 1956.

THE BEATLES performed at the 
Royal Variety Performance in 
London - 1963.
* John Lennon uttered the famous 
line - “Those of you in cheap seats 
clap your hands, the rest of you 
rattle your jewellery.”

THE SEEKERS recorded the Tom 
Springfield composition I’ll Never 
Find Another You at Abbey Road 
Studios - 1964.
* Made No 1 in UK and Australia.  
Peaked at No 3 in US.

DADDY COOL made their concert 
debut at the TF Much More 
Ballroom in Melbourne - 1970.

A 2SM CONCERT attracted a 
crowd of 160,000 who gathered 
outside the Sydney Opera House 
to hear 27 bands including Sherbet 
and Stevie Wright - 1979.

JOHN PAUL YOUNG (born in 
Scotland) became an Australian 
citizen - 1994.

R M WILLIAMS, legendary 
Australian bushman, died aged 95 
- 2003.

BERT NEWTON signed a two year 
contract with Channel 9 - 2005.  

LAUREN NEWTON, daughter of 
Bert and Patti, married Australian 
swimmer MATT WELSH - 2006.
* They were wed at St Dominic’s in 
Camberwell, the same church that 
her parents got married in.

BARACK OBAMA was elected 
as the first African American US 
President - 2008.  

MICHAEL CRICHTON, US author 
of Jurassic Park and Andromeda 
Strain, died aged 66 - 2008.

JAMES FREUD, Australian singer/
songwriter and musician, died 
aged 51 (suicide) at his Melbourne 
home - 2010.

WAKE UP and STUDIO 10 debuted 
on Ten Network - 2013.  
* Wake Up was cancelled just six 
months after its debut.  Studio 10 
finally ended in December 2023.

 

DORIS ROBERTS (Doris Green) 
born in St Louis, Missouri - 1925. 
(Died aged 90 - 2016)
* US actress.  She played Marie 
Barone, Raymond’s mother, in 
the TV sitcom Everybody Loves 
Raymond (’96-2005).  She beat out 
100 other actresses for the role.

BARRY CROCKER born in Geelong, 
Victoria - 1935 (90)
* Australian singer, actor and 
TV presenter.  In February 2022, 
news of the cancellation of the TV 
soapie Neighbours in the British 
press prompted fans of the TV 
show to download the theme 
song. It made No. 1 on UK iTunes 
and No. 11 on the UK Singles Sales 
Chart sales and downloads. Barry 
recorded the original theme. He 
had his biggest pop hit in 1973 
with a revival of Susie Darlin’. 
* He played the lead role in the 
two Barry McKenzie films that 
were made in the early ’70s.
* Since 1990 he’s been in a 
relationship with English-born 
actress Katy Manning.

LORETTA SWIT born in New Jersey 
- 1937. (Died aged 87 - 2025)
* American actress.  She was 
best known for playing ‘Hot Lips’ 
Houlihan in the M*A*S*H (’72 - 
’83) television series.  

LAURA BUSH (Laura Welch) born 
in Midland, Texas - 1946 (79)
* Wife of former US president 
George W Bush. They married 
in 1977 - the day after her 31st 
birthday. They have twin daughters 
Barbara and Jenna.

ROD MARSH (Rodney Marsh) born 
in Armadale, Western Australia - 
1947.  (Died aged 74 - 2022) 
* Australian cricketer.  He once 
held the world wicket keeping Test 
record for taking 355 wickets in 
96 Tests. Marsh was chairman of 
selectors for cricket Australia from 
2014-2016.
* He died on 4 March 2022, in 
Adelaide at the age of 74. He died 
the same day as cricket icon Shane 
Warne, who had paid tribute to 
Marsh in a tweet a few hours prior 
to his own death in Thailand. 
* He is one of the few Australian 
wicket keepers to score a Test 
century.  His best score was 132 
against New Zealand (1973 - ’74).

TONY ABBOTT (Anthony Abbott) 
born in London, England - 1957 
(68)
* Australian politician.  A former 
Prime Minister of Australia, he 
lead the Coalition to victory at 
the 2013 election and was sworn 
in as the 28th Prime Minister of 
Australia on 18 September 2013. 
On 14 September 2015, he was 
defeated in a vote for the Liberal 
leadership (54 votes to 44) by 
Malcolm Turnbull, who replaced 
him as Prime Minister the 
following day. 

RICHARD STUBBS born in 
Brighton, Victoria - 1957 (68)
* Australian comedian and radio/
TV presenter.  From 2006-2015 he 
was heard on Melbourne’s 774 
ABC radio.  He was also breakfast 
anchor on Melbourne’s Triple 
M from 1992-1997 and headed 
Melbourne’s MIX FM breakfast 
program. (His brother Peter aka 
Grubby is heard on 3AW.)  He 
headed the short-lived 1999 
comedy program The Late Report.  
His other TV credits include 
hosting the Friday night edition of 
Tonight Live (1990-1993) and the 
Great TV Game Show (‘89).

RALPH MACCHIO born in Long 
Island, New York - 1961 (64)
* American actor.  He starred in 
the first three Karate Kid films as 
Daniel LaRusso. He also appeared 
in the TV comedy Ugly Betty in 
the recurring role of Archie. He 
starred in Cobra Kai a martial arts 
comedy-drama television series 
and a sequel to the original The 
Karate Kid films.

JEFF PROBST born in Wichita, 
Kansas - 1961 (64)
* US TV presenter and executive 
producer.  He’s the host of the 
US Survivor reality TV series.  The 
program debuted in 2000. He also 
hosted the Jeff Probst Show (2012-
2013).

MATTHEW McCONAUGHEY born 
in Uvalde, Texas - 1969 (56)
* US actor.  He won a Best Actor 
Oscar in 2014 for his role in the 
film Dallas Buyers Club (2013).  He 
starred in the 2003 hit film How To 
Lose A Guy In 10 Days.  His other 
films include Dazed And Confused 
(‘93), Lone Star (‘96), Ed TV (’99) 
and Interstellar (2014).   His most 
recent film is Lost Bus (2025).

DIDDY (formerly P DIDDY and 
PUFF DADDY) (born Sean Combs) 
born in Harlem, New York - 1969 
(56)
* US singer/songwriter formerly 
known as Puff Daddy.  In October 
2025 he was sentenced to 50 
months in prison. Diddy was 
accused of running a sprawling 
sex-trafficking operation, was 
found guilty on two counts of 
transportation for prostitution. He 
has already served just over a year 
in prison after being arrested in 
New York in September 2023. 
* He made No 1 in Australia in 1997 
with I’ll Be Missing You (recorded 
with Faith Evans.)  He also had a 
top 10 hit in 1998 with Come With 
Me featuring Jimmy Page.

MYLES POLLARD born in Perth, 
WA - 1972 (53)
* Australian actor.  He plays James 
Edmunds in Home And Away and 
played the role of Nick Ryan in the 
TV series McLeod’s Daughters.

MATTHEW RHYS (Matthew Rhys 
Evans) born in Cardiff, Wales - 
1974 (51)
* Welsh actor. He is currently 
starring in the TV remake of Perry 
Mason. He is also known for 
playing Kevin Walker in Brothers 
& Sisters (2006-2011) and Philip 
Jennings in The Americans (2013-
2018). In film, he played Daniel 
Ellsberg in The Post (2017) and was 
one of the stars in A Beautiful Day 
in the Neighborhood (2019).

CURTIS STONE born in Melbourne, 
Victoria - 1975 (50)  
* Australian celebrity chef.  He 
hosted the first season of My 
Restaurant Rules.  Appeared on 
the Oprah and Ellen TV programs.  
In the US he hosted Take Home 
Chef.  He appears in ads for Coles 
supermarkets.

KING TUT’s tomb was discovered 
in Luxor, Egypt - 1922.
* It was discovered more than 
3000 years after Tutankhamen’s 
death by English archaeologist 
Howard Carter.
* On November 10 1930, eight 
years after the discovery, the last 
objects were finally removed from 
the tomb of the long lost Pharoah.

THE BLACK & WHITE 4D MILK 
BAR opened in Martin Place in 
Sydney - 1932.
* Within a few years, 4000 had 
popped up in Australia. The 
original Black & White 4d Milk 
Bar had a mechanical cow in the 
window which was animated. 

Events

Tuesday 4th November 2025
Melbourne Cup Day 

Birthday Bulletin
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Births BRYAN ADAMS born in Kingston, 
Canada - 1959 (66)
* Canadian singer/songwriter.  
His first four No 1 hits in America 
- were all featured in film 
soundtracks.  They include Have 
You Ever Really Loved A Woman 
from Don Juan de Marco and the 
1991 release (Everything I Do) I Do 
It For You from the soundtrack of 
Robin Hood: Prince Of Thieves.  It 
topped the Australian chart for 10 
weeks.  Another hit movie song 
was I Finally Found Someone - 
which he recorded with Barbra 
Streisand and was featured in her 
film The Mirror Has Two Faces. 
* In 1985 he had three big hits 
with Run To You, Heaven and 
Summer Of ‘69.
* His 1993 hit Please Forgive Me 
spent 6 weeks at No 1 in Australia.
* In 1999 he charted with When 
You’ve Gone, recorded with Spice 
Girl Mel C.

TATUM O’NEAL born in Los 
Angeles, California - 1963 (62)
* US actress and daughter of Ryan 
O’Neal (who died In December 
2023).  At the age of 10 she made 
her screen debut with her father 
in Paper Moon and won an Oscar 
for Best Supporting Actress.  Her 
other movies include Bad News 
Bears (’76) and Little Darlings 
(’80).
* From 1986 to 1994 she was 
married to John McEnroe.  He 
received custody of their three 
children in 1998.

SAM ROCKWELL born in Daly 
City, California - 1968 (57) 
* US actor. For his role as a troubled 
police deputy in Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri (2017), 
he won the Academy Award for 
Best Supporting Actor. He is also 
known for his leading roles in 
Lawn Dogs (1997), Confessions 
of a Dangerous Mind (2002), 
Matchstick Men (2003), The 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
(2005), Frost/Nixon (2008), Moon 
(2009) and Iron Man 2 (2010).  

RYAN ADAMS (David Ryan Adams) 
born in Jacksonville, North 
Carolina - 1974 (51)
* US singer, poet and painter.  His 
hit albums include: Ryan Adams, 
1989 and Ashes & Fire. 
* He married singer and actress 
Mandy Moore in 2009. They 
divorced in 2016.

MIGUEL MAESTRE born in Spain - 
1979 (46) 
*  Spanish-born Australian chef, 
restaurateur and TV presenter. 
He’s a co-host on the TV show 
Luxury Escapes. He co-hosted the 
lifestyle television series The Living 
Room. He has also presented other 
TV programs including Miguel’s 
Feast, Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen 
and Boys Weekend. 
* He won the sixth season of I’m a 
Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here! 

KATE DeARAUGO (Katherine 
DeAurago) born in Bendigo, 
Victoria - 1985 (40)
* Australian singer.  She won the 
2005 Australian Idol title.  Her first 
single Maybe Tonight made No 1 
in 2005. In 2006 she joined three 
other Australian Idol contestants 
including Emily Williams, Ricki-Lee 
Coulter and Paulini for a national 
tour as the Young Divas. 

PAUL “KEVIN” JONAS II born in 
Teaneck, New Jersey - 1987 (38)
* US lead guitarist and backing 
vocalist with the Jonas Brothers. 
Kevin is the eldest of the band. The 
group had a No 1 hit in Australia 
in 2019 with Sucker. In 2008 they 
made No 1 on the US album chart 
with A Little Bit Longer and in 2009 
with Lines, Vines And Trying Times.
* The Jonas Brothers have 
appeared in several Disney 
Channel TV shows and movies 
including Camp Rock.  

VIRAT KOHLI born in Delhi, India - 
1988 (37)
* Indian cricketer.  He is a former 
captain of the India national team. 
In ODIs, Kohli has the second-
highest number of centuries and 
the highest number of centuries 
in run-chases in the world. He also 
holds the world record of being 
the fastest to 23,000 international 
runs. Retired in May 2025.

FLUME (Harley Streten) born in 
Sydney, NSW - 1991 (34)
* Australian musician, producer 
and DJ.   At the ARIA Music Awards 
of 2016, Flume won eight awards, 
including Album of the Year and 
Best Male Artist. His debut self-
titled album peaked at No. 1 on 
the ARIA Albums Chart in 2013 
and his second album Skin also 
made No 1.  Flume received four 
wins and four nominations at 
the ARIA Music Awards of 2013.  
Wins included Best Male Artist, 
Breakthrough Artist – Release, 
Best Dance Release, and Producer 
of the Year.
* In 2022 he made No 4 in Australia 
with Say Nothing feat May-A.

VIVIEN LEIGH (Vivien Hartley) 
born in Darjeeling, India - 1913.  
(Died aged 53 - 1967)
* Actress and former wife of Lord 
Laurence Olivier.  Although she 
was British she played the part of 
a southern belle to perfection in 
both Gone With The Wind (‘39) 
and A Streetcar Named Desire 
(‘51).  She won Best Actress 
awards for both of these films.

ELKE SOMMER (Elke Schletz) born 
in Berlin, Germany - 1940 (85)
* German actress.  She appeared 
in a number of American and 
British comedies and was a big star 
during the ‘60s.  Her films include 
The Prize (‘63), A Shot In The 
Dark (‘64) and Boy Did I Get The 
Wrong Number (‘66). Since the 
1990s she’s concentrated more on 
painting.

ART GARFUNKEL (Arthur 
Garfunkel) born in Forest Hills, 
New York - 1941 (84)
* US singer.  He is best known 
as one half of the duo Simon & 
Garfunkel.  They met at school in 
Queens, New York City, in 1953, 
where they learned to harmonize 
and began writing songs. Their 
breakthrough hit came in 1965 
with The Sound of Silence. Since 
they ended their fulltime musical 
partnership in 1970 he’s had 
three solo hits in Australia with 
All I Know (‘73), I Only Have Eyes 
For You (‘75) and his biggest seller 
Bright Eyes (‘79). 
* He’s had acting roles in the films 
Catch 22 (‘70), Carnal Knowledge 
(‘71) and the ill-fated Good To Go 
(‘86).

PETER NOONE born in Manchester, 
England - 1947 (78)
* UK singer. He was lead vocalist 
for Herman’s Hermits.  Their ‘60s 
hits include - I’m Into Something 
Good (‘64), Wonderful World 
(‘65), A Must To Avoid (‘65), No 
Milk Today (66), There’s A Kind 
Of Hush (67) and My Sentimental 
Friend (69).  Mrs Brown You’ve Got 
A Lovely Daughter (‘65) and I’m 
Henry The VIII (‘65) were both No 
1 hits in the US but not released as 
singles in the UK.  For many years 
he’s lived in America and resides 
in California.  From 1989-1993 he 
worked as a host on the cable TV 
music channel VH 1.

PHAR LAP, ridden by Jim Pike, won 
the Melbourne Cup - 1930.

MONOPOLY was first marketed on 
a broad scale by Parker Brothers in 
America - 1935.

ABN 2 (now ABC TV) opened in 
Sydney at Gore Hill  - 1956.

CLIFF RICHARD & THE SHADOWS 
recorded On The Beach - 1963.

CROSBY, STILLS, NASH & YOUNG 
recorded the hits Woodstock 
(written by Joni Mitchell) and Our 
House - 1969.

BEACH BOYS, topped the US charts 
for the first time since 1966 with 
the Brian Wilson-less Kokomo, 
from the movie Cocktail - 1988.

GEORGE FOREMAN, 45, became 
the oldest ever heavyweight 
champion of the world with 
a knockout win over Michael 
Moorer - 1994.

SOUTHPORT DRIVE-IN closed on 
the Gold Coast - 1995.
* By 1995, only 17 had survived.

DAMIEN OLIVER rode Media 
Puzzle to victory in the Melbourne 
Cup just a week after the death of 
his brother Jason - 2002.

BOBBY HATFIELD, Righteous 
Brothers singer, died aged 63 of 
an overdose caused by cocaine - 
2003.

GUITAR HERO video game was 
released for the PlayStation 2 - 
2005.
* This was the first of the series 
and became a major hit.  

SANDI THOM’S I Wish I Was a 
Punk Rocker (with Flowers in My 
Hair) remained at No 1 for the 10th 
straight week on the Australian 
singles chart - 2006.

A rotted tooth once belonging 
to JOHN LENNON was sold at 
auction by his former housekeeper 
for $31,200 - 2011. 
* The winning bid came from a 
Canadian dentist.

ABBA’s album Voyage was 
released 40 years after their last 
album release The Visitors (‘81) - 
2021.

KNIGHT’S CHOICE pulled off an 
incredible Melbourne Cup boilover 
at 90/1 odds, to win the 164th 
edition of the race - 2024.

Events

Wednesday 5th November 2025
Birthday Bulletin
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RAY CONNIFF born in Attleboro, 
Massachusetts - 1916.  (Died aged 
85 - 2002)
* American orchestra leader 
and arranger.  He had his biggest 
pop hit in 1966 with Somewhere 
My Love (Lara’s Theme from Dr. 
Zhivago). Conniff arranged a string 
of hits produced by Mitch Miller, 
including Don Cherry’s Band of 
Gold, Johnnie Ray’s Just Walking in 
the Rain, Guy Mitchell’s Singing the 
Blues, Frankie Laine’s Moonlight 
Gambler, Marty Robbins’ A White 
Sport Coat and Johnny Mathis’ 
Chances Are and Wonderful, 
Wonderful.

P J PROBY (James Smith) born in 
Houston, Texas - 1938 (87)
* American singer.  He is 
remembered for his antic of 
regularly splitting his velvet 
trousers on stage and his ‘60s hits 
including - Hold Me, Mission Bell, 
Somewhere and Maria (the latter 
two songs from West Side Story.)

SALLY FIELD born in Pasadena, 
California - 1946 (79)
* American actress.  Her first 
starring role was in the ‘60s 
television series Gidget followed 
by The Flying Nun.  She has won 
Academy Awards for Best Actress 
in the films - Norma Rae (‘79) and 
Places In The Heart (‘84).  Her other 
films include Steel Magnolias 
(‘89), Not Without My Daughter 
(‘90), Mrs Doubtfire (‘93), Forrest 
Gump (’94), The Amazing Spider-
Man (2012) and Lincoln (2012) 
- as Abraham Lincoln’s wife Mary.  
She has also received much praise 
for playing the title role in the TV 
movie Sybil (‘76).  

GLENN FREY born in Detroit, 
Michigan - 1948. (Died aged 67 - 
2016)
* US vocalist/guitarist with The 
Eagles.  Their Greatest Hits album 
is one of the world’s biggest selling 
albums.  His solo hits include - The 
Heat Is On and You Belong To The 
City.
* In 2013 he released the solo 
album After Hours.  He also made 
a solo tour of Australia.
* The Eagles toured Australia again 
in 2004 on their Farewell 1 tour. 
Three of their Melbourne shows 
were filmed for the DVD - Farewell 
1: Live From Melbourne.  

GEORGE YOUNG born in Glasgow, 
Scotland - 1946. (Died aged 70 - 
2017)
* Australian producer, songwriter 
and musician.  The former 
Easybeats guitarist collaborated 
with band mate Harry Vanda on 
numerous songs and musical 
ventures including the writing and 
producing of John Paul Young’s 
hits as well as songs for William 
Shakespeare, Ted Mulry, Stevie 
Wright, Mark Williams and other 
local artists.  
* Young and Harry Vanda recorded 
as Flash & The Pan scoring hits 
with Hey St. Peter and Down 
Among The Dead Men.
* His brothers Angus and Malcolm 
were founding members of AC/DC.  

FRANKIE MILLER born in Glasgow, 
Scotland - 1949 (76)
* Scottish singer/songwriter.  He 
had his biggest hit in 1978 with 
Darlin’.

NIGEL HAVERS born in London, 
England - 1951 (74)
* British actor.  His film credits 
include - Chariots Of Fire, A 
Passage To India and Empire Of 
The Sun.  He has also appeared in 
over 180 episodes of Coronation 
Street as Lewis Archer. He starred 
in the Australian TV mini-series 
Naked Under Capricorn and the 
Australain film Burke and Wills.  

GRAEME WOOD born in 
Fremantle, WA - 1956 (69)
* Australian cricketer.  The former 
captain of Western Australia also 
represented his country as an 
opening batsman in the 1980s.  He 
scored nine centuries.  

JERRY YANG born in Taiwan - 
1968 (57)
* Taiwanese born American co-
founder, former CEO, and (Chief 
Yahoo) of Yahoo! Inc.  In 1994 
he co-created with David Filo a 
website consisting of a directory 
of other websites called “Jerry and 
Dave’s Guide to the World Wide 
Web”. It was renamed “Yahoo!” 

ETHAN HAWKE born in Austin, 
Texas - 1970 (55)  
* US actor.  His film credits include 
Dead Poet’s Society, Reality 
Bites, Gattaca, Training Day, 
Before Midnight, Boyhood, First 
Reformed, Taking Lives and The 
Magnificent Seven.

THANDIE NEWTON born in Zambia 
- 1972 (53)
* English actress.  In recent years 
she’s been starring in the TV series 
Westworld as Maeve. Her films 
include The Pursuit of Happyness, 
Flirting and Crash (winning a Best 
Supporting Actress Oscar). 

LAMAR ODOM born in New York 
City, New York - 1979 (46)
* US basketball player. As a 
member of the Los Angeles Lakers 
he won NBA championships in 
2009 and 2010. 
* He was married to Khloé 
Kardashian from 2009-2016.  He 
made several appearances on her 
family’s reality television show, 
Keeping Up with the Kardashians 
and they had their own reality TV 
series, Khloé & Lamar.

JON HUME born in Australia - 
1983 (42)
* Australian guitarist and singer.  He 
is the eldest of the three brothers 
who make up the alternative rock 
band, Evermore.  They made No 
1 in 2006 with Light Surrounding 
You. Evermore’s other hit albums 
include Real Life, Dreams and 
Truth Of The World: Welcome To 
The Show.

EMMA STONE (Emily Stone) born 
in Scottsdale, Arizona - 1988 (37)  
* US actress. Stone won an 
Academy Award, a BAFTA Award, 
and a Golden Globe Award for Best 
Actress for her role in the musical 
film La La Land (2016). She played 
Gwen Stacy in The Amazing Spider-
Man 1 and 2 movies that starred 
Andrew Garfield.  They were in a 
relationship for several years.  Her 
other films include Zombieland, 
Easy A,  The Help, Birdman, Battle 
Of The Sexes and Cruella.

ISAAH YEO (Isaah Ferguson-Yeo) 
born in Dubbo, NSW - 1994 (31)
* NRL player. He’s a co-captain of 
the Penrith Panthers alongside 
Nathan Cleary. He’s played in the 
Panthers four premierships from 
2021 - 2024. Yeo was named 
captain of New South Wales for 
the 2025 State of Origin series.

ANJA NISSEN born in Winmalee, 
NSW - 1995 (30)  
* Australian singer. She was the 
2014 winner of The Voice.  The 
day after winning The Voice, it was 
announced that her debut single 
would My Girls, written by Delta 
Goodrem.  However, on the eve 
of its release, it was scrapped for a 
song written by will.i.am called I’m 
So Excited.  Her self titled debut 
album made No 11 on the ARIA 
chart in 2014.

TOBACCO SMOKING was written 
about for the first time by 
Christopher Columbus - 1492.
* He wrote in his journal that he’d 
encountered Indians smoking 
- “Finding no large towns, and 
returning to the ships, the 
Spaniards saw many people ...on 
their way to their villages, men 
and women, with a brand in their 
hands, the herbs for smoking 
which they are in a habit of using.”

First ELECTRIC RAZOR was 
patented by Colonel Jacob Schick 
(US) - 1928.

Australia’s first CHRISTMAS 
POSTAGE STAMPS were released 
- 1957.

AEROSMITH performed their first 
ever gig when they played at a high 
school in Massachusetts - 1970.

MELBOURNE CONCERT HALL 
(now Hamer Hall) opened - 1982. 

A REFERENDUM TO MAKE 
AUSTRALIA A REPUBLIC and 
replace the British monarch with 
a President was defeated (55% 
against, 45% in favour) - 1999.

SHEILA LAXON, Welsh-born 
and New Zealand based trainer, 
became the first woman trainer 
to win the Melbourne Cup when 
ETHEREAL was victorious - 2001.
* Ethereal won the Caulfield and 
Melbourne Cup becoming the 11th 
horse to complete the double.

PAULINE HANSON was released 
from prison after the court of 
appeal in Brisbane overturned Ms 
Hanson and DAVID ETTRIDGE’s 
political convictions - 2003.  
* The pair were jailed on August 
20, 2003 and had been sentenced 
to a 3 year term.

BRETT LEE, Australian cricketer, 
made a career best 5-30 at 
Brisbane’s Gabba - 2005.

PHIL RUDD, AC/DC drummer, was 
cleared of an alleged attempt to 
arrange the murder of two men - 
2014.  
* He was sentenced to eight 
months home detention and 
ordered to pay NZ$120,000 in 
reparation. He appealed but it was 
rejected.

LEN BARRY, US singer, died aged 
78 - 2020.
* His two big hits were 1-2-3 (‘65) 
and the follow up Like A Baby (‘66).

Events
Thursday 6th November 2025
Birthday Bulletin
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BILLY GRAHAM born in Charlotte, 
North Carolina - 1918. (Died aged 
99 - 2018)
* American evangelist.  He began 
in Christian ministry in 1949. In 
June 2005 he took part in his last 
series of preaching engagements. 
His son Franklin Graham is also 
a Christian minister and is the 
president of the Samaritan’s Purse 
humanitarian aid organisation. 
His son Will Graham is also an 
evangelist.
* He lived in North Carolina, in the 
same house he and his wife shared 
for over 50 years. 
* When he visited Australia in 1959 
he attracted a record crowd of over 
150,000 at two separate rallies 
held on the same day in Sydney.  
At his final crusade in Melbourne 
at the MCG the attendance was a 
record 143,750!

BARRY NEWMAN born in Boston, 
Massachusetts - 1930. (Died aged 
92 - 2023) 
* American actor.  He starred as 
the lawyer Petrocelli in the ‘70s 
television series of the same 
name. He also starred as Kowalski 
in the 1971 movie Vanishing Point. 

JOHNNY RIVERS (John Ramistella) 
born in New York City, New York - 
1942 (83)
* American singer and producer.  
Many of his hits were cover 
versions of other artists songs.  
His biggest seller in Australia was 
in 1968 with an original song - 
Summer Rain.  His only No 1 hit in 
the US was the self-penned Poor 
Side Of Town (‘66).  His other hits 
include Memphis, Mountain Of 
Love and Baby I Need Your Lovin. 
He never had a hit in Great Britain!  

JONI MITCHELL (Roberta 
Anderson) born in Alberta, Canada 
- 1943 (82)
* Canadian singer/songwriter.  
She had a top 10 hit in Australia 
in 1970 with Big Yellow Taxi.  She 
wrote Woodstock which became 
a big hit for Crosby, Stills, Nash & 
Young and Both Sides Now - a hit 
for Judy Collins.
* In 2015 she suffered a brain 
aneurysm and had not performed 
a full show in two decades. 
However she finally performed a 
full set on June 10, 2023.

DENISE ROBERTS born in Glasgow, 
Scotland - 1956 (69)
* Australian actress.  She played 
Bonnie in Packed To The Rafters.  
Her other local TV credits include 
GP TV series (as Julie Winters), 
Always Greener plus roles in the 
movies The Dish, Kangaroo Jack 
and Razzle Dazzle. She is also the 
founder of the film and television 
acting school Screenwise in 
Sydney.

CHRISTOPHER KNIGHT born in 
Manhattan, New York - 1957 (68)
* US actor.  He played Peter Brady 
in the Brady Bunch TV series. 

DAVID GUETTA (Pierre David 
Guetta) born in Paris, France - 
1967 (58)
* French house producer and 
DJ.  His 2022 single I’m Good 
(Blue) recorded with Bebe Rexha 
made No 1 on the ARIA Chart. His 
2009 album One Love included 
the hit singles When Love Takes 
Over (featuring Kelly Rowland), 
Gettin’ Over You (featuring Chris 
Willis, Fergie & LMFAO) and Sexy 
Bitch (featuring Akon) (aka Sexy 
Chick with clean lyrics) - all three 
reached #1 in the UK. 

SHARLEEN SPITERI born in 
Glasgow, Scotland - 1967 (58)
* Vocalist with Scottish band Texas 
who had their first hit in 1989 with 
I Don’t Want A Lover.  In 1997 they 
made No 1 in the UK with their 
album White On Blonde.  

KITTY FLANAGAN born in Manly, 
NSW - 1970 (55)
* Australian comedian and actress.  
She is the star and writer of the 
ABC TV comedy Fisk. Flanagan 
again won the Silver Logie for 
Best Lead Actress in a Comedy 
at the 2025 Logie Awards for her 
work in the third season of Fisk.
The program took home a total 
of five awards, including Best 
Scripted Comedy Program, making 
it the most successful show of the 
ceremony.

MELISSA BELL born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1972 (53)
* Australian actress and fashion 
designer.  She played Lucy 
Robinson in Neighbours and also 
had a regular role as Janine and 
then Bonnie in E Street. 
* Her second husband Gary 
Dickinson died aged 57 in 2016.

JEREMY LONDON born in San 
Diego, California - 1972 (53)
* US actor.  He played Griffin in 
the TV series Party of Five and 
also appeared in the TV series 7th 
Heaven (2002-2004).
* Twin of Jason London who is also 
an actor.

MIKE GOLDMAN born in Brisbane, 
Queensland - 1972 (53)
* Australian TV and radio 
presenter.  Son of the late Sydney 
radio announcer Grant Goldman. 
His TV hosting credits include  Big 
Brother, Friday Night Games and 
Joker Poker.  
* In 2025 his house burnt down in 
Brisbane suburb of Bulimba.
* He starred in the movie Shooting 
Goldman which had its Hollywood 
premiere in August 2016.

YUNJIN KIM born in South Korea 
- 1973 (52)
* Korean actress.  She played Sun 
Kwon in the US TV series Lost and 
starred as Dr. Karen Kim in the 
drama series Mistresses.

MARK PHILIPPOUSSIS born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1976 (49)
* Australian tennis player.  ‘Scud’s 
greatest achievements are winning 
two Davis Cup titles with Australia 
in 1999 and 2003.
* He lost to fellow Australian 
Pat Rafter at the 1998 US Open 
and was runner-up at the 2003 
Wimbledon final.  

ADAM DEVINE born in Waterloo, 
Iowa - 1983 (42)
* US actor and comedian. He 
played the role of Bumper Allen in 
the musical films Pitch Perfect and 
Pitch Perfect 2.  He portrayed Andy 
Bailey, on the TV sitcom Modern 
Family (2013-2018).

MATT CORBY (Matthew Corby) 
born in Sydney, NSW - 1990 (35)
* Australian singer.  He was the 
runner-up to Natalie Gauci on the 
fifth season of Australian Idol in 
2007.  In 2011 he released the EP 
Into The Flame which made No 4 
on the ARIA chart.  His 2011 single 
Brother won the ARIA award for 
Song Of The Year.  

LORDE (Ella Yelich-O’Connor) born 
in New Zealand - 1996 (29)
* New Zealand singer.  In 2013 she 
made No 1 in the US with Royals.  It 
also made No 1 in other countries 
including Canada, Ireland, Israel 
and Italy. Her second biggest hit 
is Green Light that made No 4 in 
Australia in 2017. Her four albums 
have all made No 1 in Australia 
including her 2025 release Virgin.  

MELBOURNE CUP was run for the 
first time at Flemington and won 
by Archer - 1861.
* Archer also won the following year. 

CAPITOL THEATRE opened in 
Melbourne - 1924.

TRADING POST was first published 
in Melbourne - 1966.
* It was started by a Victorian 
woman Margaret Wilkins at her 
home in Seaford. It came to an end 
in 2009.

LITTLE RIVER BAND’s hit Night 
Owls peaked at No 6 in America - 
1981.
* It was written by Graeham Goble. 
It only made No 18 in Australia.

CLOUDLAND BALLROOM in 
Brisbane was flattened by 
bulldozers without a council 
permit - 1982.
* It was regarded as one of 
the best dance and concert 
hall venues in Australia.   

JOHN FOGERTY (CCR fame) was 
found not guilty of plagiarising 
himself in a court battle with 
Fantasy records - 1988.
* Fantasy sued Fogerty for 
copyright infringement, claiming 
that The Old Man Down the Road 
was essentially the music to Run 
Through the Jungle with new 
words.

HILARY RODHAM CLINTON 
became the first US President’s 
wife to win public office - 2000.
* The state of New York elected 
her to the US Senate.

JOHN FARNHAM commenced his 
Last Time tour at Rod Laver Arena 
in Melbourne - 2002.

MICHAEL JACKSON’S personal 
physician Dr. Conrad Murray, 
who was formally charged with 
involuntary manslaughter, was 
convicted and received the 
maximum penalty of four years in 
prison - 2011.

LEONARD COHEN, Canadian 
singer/songwriter and poet, died 
aged 82 - 2016.  

JOE BIDEN was elected the 46th 
president of the United States - 
2020.

BONES HILLMAN (born Wayne 
Stevens), NZ born Australian bass 
player with Midnight Oil, died 
aged 62 of cancer - 2020.

Events
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BOB SKILTON (Robert Skilton) 
born in Victoria - 1938 (87)
* Australian Rules footballer.  The 
former South Melbourne rover, 
captain and coach won three 
Brownlow Medals and played in 
just one final.  For many years he 
worked on radio and television as 
a football commentator.
* He presented the premiership 
trophy to the Sydney Swans in 
2012 following the Grand Final.

BONNIE BRAMLETT (Bonnie 
O’Farrell) born in Acton, Illinois - 
1944 (81)
* US singer and actress.  She used 
to sing with her then husband 
Delaney in Delaney & Bonnie and 
Friends.  They had a Top 10 hit 
in Australia in 1973 with Never 
Ending Song Of Love.  (Record 
sales were shared with the New 
Seekers.)  Their song Free The 
People became a local hit for 
Sherbet.  

HANS THOLSTRUP born in 
Denmark - 1944 (81)
* Danish-born Australian 
adventurer. He was the first man 
to drive alone across the centre 
of the Australian continent in 
1976 and also drove the first solar 
powered car from Perth to Sydney.  
* Some of his other feats include: 
circumnavigating Australia in a 5m 
fibreglass runabout, Tom Thumb, 
driving from Norway to southern 
Africa in a Datsun Cherry - one of 
the world’s smallest cars and flying 
solo around the world in a tiny 
single-engined plane.

JOHN FARRAR born in Moonee 
Ponds, Victoria - 1945 (80) 
* Australian producer/songwriter.  
He was a guitarist/vocalist with 
The Strangers who had hits with 
Happy Without You (‘68) and 
Melanie Makes Me Smile (‘70).  
* In 1970 he left for the UK to 
record with Bruce Welch and Hank 
B. Marvin from the Shadows.  He 
later moved to the US and ended 
up producing and writing hits for 
Olivia Newton-John. He wrote 
Olivia Newton-John’s No 1 singles: 
Have You Never Been Mellow 
(1975), You’re the One That I Want 
(1978) - duet with John Travolta, 
Hopelessly Devoted to You (1978) 
and Magic (1980).

ROY WOOD born in Birmingham, 
England - 1946 (79)
* English guitarist, singer and 
songwriter.  He wrote the hits 
Flowers In The Rain and Blackberry 
Way for his ‘60s British band The 
Move.  In 1973 he emerged with a 
new band Wizzard who had their 
biggest chart hit with See My Baby 
Jive. He’s also a co-founder of the 
Electric Light Orchestra but left the 
group in 1972.

MINNIE RIPERTON born in 
Chicago, Illinois - 1947.  (Died aged 
31 - 1979)
* American singer.  Her five-octave 
voice range can be heard on her 
1975 hit Lovin’ You from her album 
Perfect Angel.  Her early death was 
caused by cancer.

BONNIE RAITT born in Burbank, 
California - 1949 (76)
* US singer and musician.  Her first 
major commercial success came 
with her 10th album, Nick of Time. 
Released in 1989, Nick of Time 
went to the top of the U.S. charts, 
her first and only No 1 album, and 
won three Grammy Awards. 

MARY HART born in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota - 1950 (75)
* US TV presenter.  Co-host of the 
TV program Entertainment Tonight 
from 1982-2011.

RICKIE LEE JONES born in Chicago, 
Illinois - 1954 (71)
* US singer/songwriter.  She co-
wrote The Horses which was a hit 
in 1991 for Daryl Braithwaite.  

LEIF GARRETT born in Hollywood, 
California - 1961 (64)
* American singer.  He was 
popular from 1977-’78 reviving 
a hits including Surfin’ USA and 
Runaround Sue.  He last charted in 
1978 with I Was Made For Dancin’.  
* Since he was a teenager, he’s had 
a battle with drugs.  His last arrest 
was in 2010.

GORDON RAMSAY born in 
Scotland - 1966 (59) 
* British chef, television personality 
and restaurateur.  He is best known 
for presenting TV programs about 
competitive cookery and food, 
such as Hell’s Kitchen, The F Word, 
and Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares.
* Ramsay has been widely 
criticised for his frequent use of 
profanity on his TV programs.

ROSS LYON born in Reservoir, 
Victoria - 1966 (59)
* Former VFL footballer and 
current AFL coach with St Kilda. 
He played for Fitzroy (1985-’94) 
and two games for Brisbane (’95). 
In 2023 he returned to St Kilda as 
senior coach. He first coached St 
Kilda from 2007-2011 and took 
them into three Grand Finals (one 
draw and two losses.)  St Kilda won 
a club record 19 games in a row 
in 2009 under his leadership. In 
September 2011 he replaced Mark 
Harvey as coach of the Fremantle 
Dockers.  In 2013 he took the 
Dockers to their first Grand Final.  
They lost to Hawthorn.   He left the 
club in 2019 and for a few years 
worked in the media. 

COURTNEY THORNE-SMITH born 
in San Francisco, California - 1967 
(58)
* American actress.  She played 
Alison Parker in the TV soapie 
Melrose Place and played Georgia 
Thomas in Ally McBeal.  She had a 
recurring role on Two and a Half 
Men as Lyndsey McElroy.

TARA REID born in Wyckoff, New 
Jersey - 1975 (50)
* US actress.  She appeared in the 
series of Sharknado and American 
Pie films and also had a recurring 
role in the TV drama Scrubs. 

BRETT LEE born in Wollongong, 
NSW - 1976 (49) 
* Australian cricketer. He played all 
three formats of the game. During 
his international career, he was 
recognised as one of the fastest 
bowlers in the world and only 
Muttiah Muralitharan took more 
ODI wickets than Lee from 2000 
to 2009.

TIFFANI WOOD (Tiffany Wood) 
born in Newcastle, NSW - 1977 
(48)
* Australian singer.  She was a 
member of the Popstars group 
Bardot.  They had a No 1 hit with 
Poison in 2000.  The group broke 
up in 2002.  In 2004 she had a solo 
hit with What R U Waiting For. In 
2006 she released her debut solo 
album Bite Your Tongue.

SAM SPARRO (Sam Falson) born in 
Sydney, NSW - 1982 (43)
* Australian singer/songwriter.  He 
moved to LA when he was 10.  His 
2008 hit Black And Gold peaked at 
No 4 in Australia.
* His stage name was taken from 
the fictitious character ‘Sammy 
Sparrow’ that appeared on Gary 
O’Callaghan’s breakfast radio 
program.

GRAMOPHONE was patented 
by German born Emile Berliner - 
1887.  

BOURBON WHISKEY was first 
distilled in Bourbon County, 
Kentucky - 1789.

X-RAYS were first observed by 
physicist Wilhelm Roentgen - 
1895.

DAYS OF OUR LIVES began on US 
television - 1965.  
* The daytime soapie began 
on Australian TV in 1968.  The 
program is still running.

NILSSON recorded Everybody’s 
Talkin’ - 1967.
* It became a hit in 1969 when it 
was featured in the soundtrack of 
the film Midnight Cowboy.

JOHN LENNON and wife Cynthia 
were granted a divorce - 1968.

LED ZEPPELIN released their 
fourth album in the UK - 1971.
* It had no title printed on the 
album, and was generally referred 
to as Four Symbols.

COUNTDOWN went to air for the 
first time on ABC television - 1974.
* The first programs in 1974 went 
for half an hour and were screened 
on Friday nights. Grant Goldman 
hosted the first Countdown 
program.

DAVID BOWIE made his US TV 
debut performing Fame on the 
Cher TV show - 1975.

SONNY BONO, US singer with 
Sonny & Bono, was elected to US 
congress - 1994.

JOANNE CONNOR (Brisbane) 
watched the film Bohemian 
Rhapsody for the first time in 
Australia - 2018.
* She ended up watching the 
movie 108 times (with no snacks) 
and entered the Guinness Book 
of Records for the “most cinema 
productions attended.”

OPTUS suffered a nationwide 
network outage that lasted more 
than 12 hours - 2023.
* The outage caused disruption 
across government and corporate 
sectors including hospitals, banks, 
train services, EFTPOS payment 
systems, and calls to emergency 
services. It directly affected more 
than 10 million people and 400,000 
businesses across Australia.

Extras

Events
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Births FRANK SARTOR (Francesco 
Sartori) born in Griffith, NSW - 
1951 (74)
* Australian politician.  He became 
Lord Mayor of Sydney in 1991 
and was in power for a record 
three terms.   He served as NSW’s 
Minister for Climate Change and 
the Environment from 2009-2011.  
Sartor retired from politics at the 
2011 state election.

LOU FERRIGNO (Louis Ferrigno) 
born in Brooklyn, New York - 1951 
(74)
* US actor and bodybuilder.  He 
co-starred with Bill Bixby in 
the ‘70s television series The 
Incredible Hulk and made a cameo 
appearance in the 2003 movie The 
Hulk.
* He appeared in 20 episodes of 
the TV sit-com The King Of Queens.
* In 1973 he became the youngest 
bodybuilder ever to hold the “Mr. 
Universe” title (age 20). Also won 
in 1974.

CHRIS ‘CM’ MURPHY born in 
Darlinghurst, NSW - 1954. (Died 
aged 66 - 2021)
* Australian music and multimedia 
entrepreneur.  He was manager 
for INXS from 1979 to 1995 and 
2008-2012 and also the Models 
manager from 1984-1987. He died 
on January 16, 2021.
* In the 1980s Murphy invested 
in digital broadcasting and music 
sales as well as organic farming.

SEAN KELLY born in Sydney, NSW 
- 1958 (67)
* Australian singer/guitarist with 
The Models.  From 1978 to 1987 
there were over a dozen line-up 
changes within the group with 
Kelly being the mainstay.  Their 
biggest hits were I Hear Motion 
(‘83), Barbados (‘85) and Out Of 
Mind, Out Of Sight (‘85) - which 
got to No 36 on the US charts.
* He assembled the part time 
Australian group Absent Friends 
who had hit success in 1990 with 
their album Here’s Looking Up 
Your Address and the single I Don’t 
Want To Be (With Nobody Else But 
You).

PEPA (Sandra Denton) born in 
Jamaica - 1964 (61)
* US singer.  She was a member of 
the rap group Salt n’ Pepa.  They 
had their two biggest hits in 1993 
with Shoop and Whatta Man.

NICK LACHEY born in Harlan, 
Kentucky - 1973 (52)
* US singer.  He sang with the 
quartet 98 Degrees along with his 
brother Drew.  Their biggest hit 
was I Do (Cherish You) (’99).  
* Starred in the reality TV series 
Newlyweds with his then-wife, 
Jessica Simpson, which ran from 
2003 to 2005.  They divorced in 
2006.

JANA RAWLINSON (formerly 
Pittman) born in Sydney, NSW - 
1982 (43)
* Australian athlete.  Two time 
world champion in the 400m 
hurdles event.  She didn’t take 
part in the 2008 Olympic Games 
because of a toe injury.

DELTA GOODREM born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1984 (41)
* Australian singer/songwriter 
and actress.  She’s notched up 
a record nine No 1 hit singles in 
Australia.  In 2015 she had her 9th 
No 1 with Wings - her first No 1 in 
8 years.  Her most recent and fifth 
No 1 album, Bridge over Troubled 
Dreams was released in May 2021.
* She married musician Matthew 
Copley in a private ceremony in 
June 2025, in Malta. 
* Her hit singles include Born To 
Try, Lost Without You, Innocent 
Eyes, Not Me, Not I, Predictable, 
Out Of The Blue, Almost Here 
(recorded with former boyfriend 
Brian McFadden) and In This Life.  
Her album Innocent Eyes spent 25 
weeks at No 1.  It broke Australian 
records previously held by John 
Farnham’s Whispering Jack (1986).   
Innocent Eyes also made No 2 in 
the UK.  In 2012 she made No 2 
with the single Sitting On Top Of 
The World.  It was from her 4th 
album Child Of The Universe.  The 
album peaked at No 2.
* She was a voice coach on The 
Voice Australia from 2012 (except 
in 2014) up until 2020.
* In July 2003 she put her career 
on hold when she was diagnosed 
with Hodgkin’s disease – a form of 
lymphoma.  
* She played the role of Nina 
Tucker in Neighbours.  

A GIDEON’S BIBLE was first placed 
in a hotel room by a Gideon named 
Archie Bailey - 1908.
* He was a regular guest at the 
Superior Hotel in Montana and he 
asked the manager for permission 
to place Bibles in rooms.

A patent for NEON ADVERTISING 
SIGNS was given to George Claude 
(France) - 1911.

FELIX THE CAT (then known as 
the prototype Master Tom) made 
his debut in Feline Follies - 1919.

HARRY BELAFONTE recorded 
Jamaica Farewell - 1955.

BRIAN EPSTEIN reportedly saw 
the BEATLES play for the first time 
at the Cavern Club - 1961.
* He was prompted to see them 
after record enquiries were made 
by customers at his record shop.

THE WIZARD OF ID, created by 
Johnny Hart and Brant Parker, 
made its debut in the US - 1964.

TOMMY ROE recorded Sweet Pea 
- 1965.
* Roe wrote the song. It was a top 
10 hit in Australia, the US and NZ.

The greatest POWER FAILURE 
in history occurred when seven 
US States and Ontario, Canada 
experienced a blackout which 
affected 30 million people - 1965.

JOHN LENNON met YOKO ONO for 
the first time at London’s Indica 
Art Gallery - 1966.

ROLLING STONE magazine was 
first published in San Francisco - 
1967.  

FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL - 1989. 
* On this day at 22:45, the 
commander of the border 
crossing, yielded, allowing guards 
to open the checkpoints and 
let people through with little or 
no identity-checking. Erected in 
1961, it eventually extended 45 
kilometres to divide the western 
and eastern sectors of Berlin.

DANCES WITH WOLVES, starring 
and directed by Kevin Costner, 
opened in US cinemas - 1990.
* It won seven Academy Awards 
including Best Picture.

EVANDER HOLYFIELD defeated 
MIKE TYSON to win the WBA 
heavyweight title - 1996. 

2,222 CHIN-UPS were performed 
by Stephen Hyland (UK) in a record 
time of 12 hours - 2005.

MOST SOCKS ON ONE FOOT 
record was achieved by Alastair 
Galpin of New Zealand who placed 
70 socks on one foot - 2005.

TONI COLLETTE made her live 
debut as a singer at the Basement 
in Sydney - 2006.  
* She sang songs from her debut 
album Beautiful Awkward Pictures.

VALERIE TAYLOR born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1935 (90)
* Australian shark expert.  Valerie 
and her late husband Ron (who 
died in 2012) are both Australian 
shark and underwater experts.  
Their documentary film Blue 
Water, White Death, in which they 
swam cageless among a school of 
oceanic white tip sharks feeding 
on a whale carcass, attracted the 
attention of Steven Spielberg. He 
then called on them to shoot the 
real great white shark sequences 
for his film Jaws.

MARY TRAVERS born in Louisville, 
Kentucky - 1936. (Died aged 72 - 
2009)
* US singer.  She was a member 
of the folk trio Peter, Paul & Mary.  
Their last chart hit was in 1969 
with the John Denver composition 
Leavin’ On A Jet Plane.  Their other 
hits include - If I Had A Hammer, 
Tell It On The Mountain, Rock And 
Roll Music and Puff The Magic 
Dragon.

ROGER McGOUGH born in 
Liverpool, England - 1937 (88)
* English poet.  He was a member 
of the ‘60s trio Scaffold that also 
featured Paul McCartney’s brother 
Mike McGear.  They had hits with 
Thank U Very Much (‘67) and Lily 
The Pink (‘68).

JOHN SINGLETON born in Enfield, 
NSW - 1941 (84)
* Australian businessman and 
entrepreneur.  At the age of 35 
he sold his successful SPASM 
advertising agency.  He’s the 
founder, major shareholder and 
Director of STW Group Limited 
that owned a controlling interest 
in Singleton Ogilvy & Mather, one 
of Australia’s largest advertising 
and communications companies.  
In 2019, he signed an $80m deal to 
sell his stake in Macquarie Media. 
Singleton had a 32.2% stake in 
Macquarie Media which Nine 
Entertainment bought from him 
for $1.46 per share.
* His 35 year old daughter Dawn 
was one of six people killed at 
Westfield Bondi Junction on April 
13, 2024. This loss came less than 
a month after he confirmed he had 
split from his seventh wife Sarah 
Warry, a woman almost half his 
age. 

Events

Sunday 9th November 2025
Birthday Bulletin



Jocks’ Journal published by Newmedia.  www.newmedia.com.au
12

Births
RICHARD BURTON (Richard 
Jenkins) born in Wales - 1925.  
(Died aged 59 - 1984)
* Welsh actor.  His films include 
- My Cousin Rachel (‘52), Look 
Back In Anger (‘59), The Night of 
the Iguana (‘64) and Anne Of The 
Thousand Days (‘70).  He met 
Elizabeth Taylor on the set of the 
1962 movie Cleopatra.  A short 
time later they married and then 
divorced and then re-married and 
divorced again.  
* Ironically his last film role was in 
1984 - the year of his death.  (In 
that same year he also made a 
television movie - Ellis Island.)                                                                                                 
* He took his stage name Burton 
from his guardian school master 
Philip Burton.

ENNIO MORRICONE born in Rome, 
Italy - 1928. (Died aged 91 - 2020)
* Italian composer, orchestrator, 
conductor, trumpeter, and pianist 
who wrote music in a wide range 
of styles. With more than 400 
scores for cinema and television, 
as well as more than 100 classical 
works. He is well known for 
composing the music to the 
spaghetti westerns A Fistful of 
Dollars (1964), For a Few Dollars 
More (1965) and The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly (1966).  

KYU SAKAMOTO (Hisashi Oshima) 
born in Japan - 1941.  (Died aged 
43 - 1985)
* Japanese singer.  Best known for 
his 1963 worldwide hit Sukiyaki.  
It made No 1 in the US.  To date 
it’s the first and only song sung 
entirely in Japanese to do so.   He 
was killed in the crash of Japan 
Airlines Flight 123 in 1985. 

SIR TIM RICE born in 
Buckinghamshire, England - 1944 
(81)
* English lyricist and author.  He 
collaborated with Andrew Lloyd 
Webber on the musicals Evita, 
Jesus Christ Superstar and Joseph 
and The Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat.  He has written lyrics 
for the Disney musical movies 
Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin, 
The Lion King, Aida and The Road 
To Eldorado.  He co-wrote Chess 
with former Abba stars Bjorn and 
Benny and wrote the lyrics to Can 
You Feel The Love Tonight from The 
Lion King.

DONNA FARGO (Yvonne Vaughn) 
born in Mount Airy, North Carolina 
- 1945 (80)
* US country singer.  Her two 
big hits were in 1972 with The 
Happiest Girl In The Whole USA 
and Funny Face.  

DAVE LOGGINS born in Mountain 
City, Tennessee - 1947 (78)
* US singer.  His one big hit was 
in 1974 with Please Come To 
Boston. In 1984 he recorded a #1 
US country song with Anne Murray 
Nobody Loves Me Like You Do.

BRUCE PAIGE born in Innisfail, 
Queensland - 1948 (77)
* Brisbane TV newsreader.  He 
most recently presented Nine Gold 
Coast News alongside Eva Milic. 
He worked for the ABC for almost 
15 years and then joined Channel 
9 news in 1985.  He stepped down 
as the weeknight newsreader in 
2009.  

MACKENZIE PHILLIPS (Laura 
Mackenzie Phillips) born in 
Alexandria, Virginia - 1959 (66)
* US actress and daughter of John 
Phillips (of Mamas & Papas fame) 
and his first wife Susan.  She had a 
role in the movie American Graffiti 
(‘73) and appeared in the TV series 
One Day At A Time as well as So 
Weird.
* Her half-sister Chynna Phillips 
was a part of the music trio Wilson 
Phillips.

HUGH BONNEVILLE (Hugh 
Bonneville Williams) born in 
London, England - 1963 (62)
* English actor.  He played Robert 
Crawley in the UK TV series 
Downton Abbey and is the narrator 
of the TV program The Hotel.  His 
movies include Iris (2001), Notting 
Hill (1999) and Paddington (2014) 
and sequels.

EDDIE IRVINE born in Northern 
Ireland - 1965 (60)
* Irish-born British racing driver. 
He competed in Formula One 
between 1993 and 2002, and 
finished runner-up in the 1999 
World Drivers’ Championship.

ELLEN POMPEO born in Everett, 
Massachusetts - 1969 (56)
* US actress.  She played Meredith 
Grey in 410 episodes of the TV 
drama series Grey’s Anatomy.

CHRIS LILLEY born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1974 (51)
* Australian comedian, actor and 
writer. He is best known for his 
creation and portrayal of several 
characters in the mockumentary 
TV series We Can Be Heroes, 
Summer Heights High and Angry 
Boys. In 2013 starred in Ja’mie: 
Private School Girl.

EVE (Eve Jeffers) born in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania - 1978 
(47) 
* US singer and actress. Her hits 
include Rich Girl and Let Me Blow 
Ya Mind (both feat. Gwen Stefani) 
and Like This (feat. Kelly Rowland).

CHRIS JOANNOU born in 
Newcastle, NSW - 1979 (46)
* Bass player with the Newcastle 
trio Silverchair.  In 2011 the group 
announced an indefinite hiatus. 
He is the co-author (with Ben 
Gillies) of the 2024 book Love & 
Pain: The epic times and crooked 
lines of life inside and outside 
Silverchair.
* In 2007 Slverchair became only 
the third Australian band to have 
three number 1 sinIgles on the 
ARIA Charts when Straightlines 
made No 1.  In April 2007, with the 
release of their fifth studio album 
Young Modern, Silverchair made 
music history by becoming the 
first Australian band to achieve 
five #1 albums on the ARIA charts.

RICKI-LEE COULTER born in 
Auckland, NZ - 1985 (40)
* NZ born Gold Coast raised 
Australian singer.  Contestant on 
the 2004 series of Australian Idol.  
Her solo hits include: Hell No! 
and Sunshine.  Spent 12 months 
performing with the Young Divas 
(comprising ex-Australian Idol 
performers.)  In 2019, Coulter 
became the host of the ninth 
season of Australia’s Got Talent 
and returned as host for the 
tenth season in 2022. In 2023, she 
joined the Seven Network reboot 
of Australian Idol as a co-host 
alongside Scott Tweedie. 

JOSH PECK (Joshua Peck) born in 
New York City, New York - 1986 
(39)
* US actor.  He co-starred with 
Drake Bell in the TV sit-com Drake 
& Josh (2004-2007).  

JESSICA TOVEY born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1987 (38)
* Australian actress.  She played 
Belle Taylor in Home And Away.  
Tovey also starred as Dani Varvaris 
in the TV romantic-comedy drama 
Wonderland.

Australia’s first LAWN BOWLS club 
was formed beside the Bowling 
Green Hotel in Sandy Bay, Tasmania 
- 1845.
* It closed in 1853.

HENRY STANLEY found Scottish 
missionary DAVID LIVINGSTONE 
and uttered the immortal words - 
“Dr Livingston, I presume.” - 1871.

First AIR-CONDITIONED 
AUTOMOBILES were displayed at 
the Auto Show in Chicago - 1939.

JOHN F KENNEDY, aged 43, was 
elected as the youngest ever US 
president - 1960.

THE WHO recorded Happy Jack at 
CBC studios in the UK - 1966.

SESAME STREET began on US 
television - 1969.
* It first aired in Australia in 1971.  

THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA (the 
most visited section) was opened 
to foreign tourists for the first time 
- 1970.

The ore carrier EDMUND 
FITZGERALD broke in two during 
a heavy storm in Lake Superior, 
claiming the lives of all 29 crew 
members - 1975.
* In 1976 Canadian singer Gordon 
Lightfoot had a hit with The Wreck 
Of The Edmund Fitzgerald.

Australia’s GABY KENNARD arrived 
back in Sydney becoming the first 
woman to fly solo around the 
world - 1989.

ANNIE, starring Anthony Warlow, 
opened on stage in Sydney - 2000.

JOHN LAWS sold 17 of his cars for 
about $2 million at an auction at 
Double Bay - 2001.  

JOHN HOWARD was returned for 
a third term as Australia’s Prime 
Minister - 2001.

WAYNE GOSS, former ALP Premier 
of Queensland (1989-1996), died 
aged 63 - 2015.

X BOX SERIES X was released in 
Australia - 2020.

JOHNNY RUFFO, Australian singer 
and actor died aged 35, after a 
battle with brain cancer - 2023.
* He rose to fame on the TV reality 
show X Factor Australia, before 
turning to acting in the soapied 
Home and Away.
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