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Jocks’ Journal

ARN has confirmed that Hayley 
& Max in the Morning,  which 
airs on  Mix 102.3  in Adelaide, 
will wrap up on Friday, December 
12. News.com.au reports:  Max 
Burford  and  Hayley 
Pearson  have been hosting 
the show together since 
January, with the pair making 
international headlines in July 
when Keith Urban hung up 
on them during an interview 
following a question about 
Nicole Kidman. Hayley and 
Max propelled the programme 
to the third-highest-rated FM 
breakfast show in Adelaide 
since taking over in January. 
In a statement to Mediaweek, 
an ARN rep said:  “In 2026, the 
station will launch a new live and 
local breakfast show as part of a 
refreshed whole station strategy 
focused on bolder content and 
bigger moments that really set 
the station apart.”  The “live and 
local” reference seemingly rules 
out the possibility that Kyle and 
Jackie O will be networked on 
Adelaide radio next year.

4BC  Brisbane Mornings 
host Bill McDonald announced 
at the end of his Friday 
program on September 26 
that he was leaving the radio 
station. The Sydney Morning 
Herald reports: Confirming 
that show would be his last 
at 4BC, the veteran Brisbane 
journalist said he plans to 
focus on a new role covering 
the 2032 Brisbane Olympic 
Games – however he didn’t 
disclose any specific details 
regarding whether it was 
with a particular media or 
government outlet, or if 
it would also include the 
upcoming LA Games. “That’s 
it for me, I’m calling it quits, 
I’m signing off – not just for 
the week but for the last 
time today,” McDonald said 
on Friday. “I had 30 years 
in television and after that I 
wanted to have a go at radio 
and I have loved the last five 
years here at 4BC.” He said his 
coverage last year of the 2024 
Paris Games, including calling 
five gold medals, had “lit a bit 
of a fuse” and he wanted to 
pursue a new direction in the 
lead-up to Brisbane 2032.

Craig ‘Lowie’ Low  has been 
named as the new  KIIS 
973  Brisbane breakfast host 
replacing  Robin, Kip and 
Corey. News.com.au reports: 
The Queenslander has been 
unveiled as the new voice of 
the KIIS973 breakfast show, 
to be rebranded as ‘Breakfast 
with Lowie’ and set to launch 
in early 2026. But the one-man 
show has spurred rumours that 
Sydney power duo Kyle and 
Jackie ‘O’s show could still be 
on the cards. 

After sixteen years with  ARN, 
Ciaran Davis  is stepping down 
as CEO and Managing Director. 
He will depart his role at 
the end of 2025. He will be 
succeeded as CEO by Chief 
Operating Officer,  Michael 
Stephenson. Davis says “It has 
been a privilege to lead ARN 
Media over the past 16 years, 
working alongside a talented 
and passionate team. With a 
clear transformation strategy in 
place and an excellent successor 
in Michael, I believe now is the 
right time to step aside. I want 
to sincerely thank the incredible 
people at ARN Media I’ve 
had the pleasure of working 
with, as well as the Board, our 
shareholders, and clients for 
their ongoing support.”

Super Radio Network (SRN) has announced the appointment of Rhys 
Holleran to the role of Chief Executive Officer.  Rhys is a well-known 
and highly respected radio leader having a lifetime of experience 
building radio stations and networks in Australia. He spent 18 years 
as CEO of what is now known as SCA. Rhys has a deep understanding 
of regional communities and the role of local radio stations in those 
communities. “I am delighted to be joining SRN as CEO,”  said Rhys 
Holleran. “Super Radio Network is a complex and interesting business, 
and I look forward to the challenge ahead.”  “We are delighted to 
welcome Rhys to Super Radio Network,” said Chairperson, Joan 
Warner. “Rhys brings the experience that SRN needs to move the 
company forward over the next months. He will be a valuable addition 
as CEO to the SRN Group in charting the way ahead for the business.”
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Let us be the “Voice” of your next project!
Voice overs, copy writing, 
and full audio production 
available. Female and male 
voice available with 15 years 
experience.  Specialising in 
radio imaging. 30 minute 
turn around available on 
request. 

Reasonable Rates! Wait no longer than 3 hours for your scripts 
to be voiced or written and returned. Simply email scripts to 
wendymaree@pookiesproduction.com and place “URGENT” 
in the subject line for a 30 minute turn around. Discount rates 
offered to Community Radio.  Radio Imaging packages starting 
from $80.  Find us on Facebook and check out our latest reviews!

Jocks’ Journal Classifieds 40 per ad (minimum 4 ads - 9 cm x 6 cm) or $25 per ad (1 year) 
Ring 07 3422 1374 for more details.

Allan Miller Media Fast Voiceovers

- $1.00 + gst per second.
- Choose from over 50 of Australia’s best voices.

- Audio delivered within hours.
- We also do copyrighting and jingles 

- Demos in the “Talentpool” at:
www.voice-overs.com.au

Phone 0408 665 060

RADIO SALES TRAINING

I can provide:
* One to one coaching
* Team collaboration.
* Sales mindset.

Your first 30 minutes 
is FREE!

Call Darren Kerby for details on 0427 405007 

More at: https://darrenkerby.com/

1000
Facts
of the
1990s 

Published by Newmedia©

NEWMEDIA 
SHOW PREP BOOKS

1000 Facts of the 1960s 
1000 Facts of the 1970s
1000 Facts of the 1980s
1000 Facts of the 1990s
1000 Facts of the 2000s

Featuring 100 facts of each 
year of the decade (movies, 
music, sport, news etc.) Each 
digital edition is available at 
$44. 

Place your order at 
www.newmedia.com.au 

Silverchord 
Productions

Need some audio 
produced?
Need a track to be 
voiced?
Maybe both? 

As an experienced broadcaster and producer, 
I offer production and voice overs at very 
competitive rates with a fast  turnaround time.
Email: silverchordproductions@gmail.com
or phone Steve on: 0425 886 374



Contemporary Christian Music Artist Birthdays - November

AUSTRALIAN RADIO JOBS

To place an ad forward details including logo to: Radio Job Vacancy
Rates: $125 to place a radio job ad.  Only $99 for Jocks’ Journal subscribers or community radio.

1st November 1950	 Dan Peek - former member of America (died July 24, 2011)	
5th November 1969	 Jeff Deyo - ex-Sonic Flood	
6th November 1950	 Kenny Marks (died Oct 31, 2018	)
9th November 1978	 Naarah	Seagrott - lead singer with Alabaster Box	
10th November 1974	 Matt Maher 		
11th November 1953	 Russ Taff		
14th November 1983	 Josh Wilson		
14th November 1982	 Joy Williams - Civil Wars	
14th November 1985	 Kerrie Roberts		
14th November 1981	 Father Rob Galea - appeared on The X Factor (2015)		
17th November 1973	 Christy Nockels		
21st November 1962	 Steven Curtis Chapman (pictured)	
25th November 1991	 Jamie Grace		
25th November 1960	 Amy Grant		
26th November 1945	 Michael	 Omartian		
29th November 1972	 Crowder - born David Crowder		
29th November 1990	 Holly Starr (pictured)		
30th November 1954	 George	McArdle - former LRB bass guitarist	

Australian Podcast Ranker - September
The Australian Podcast Ranker for September has been released by Commercial Radio 
and Audio (CRA) and Triton Digital. The No 1 Podcast this survey is once again Hamish & 
Andy (LiSTNR – SCA) with 813,500 monthly listeners. ABC News Top Stories (ABC) was 
in second place with 767,032 monthly listeners and in third place Mamamia Out Loud 
(Mamamia) with 563,785 monthly listeners. Shameless (Shameless Media) moved into 
4th spot with 537,803 monthly listeners.  

Chief of Ministry Programs

The Opportunity
Location:  Brisbane (Springwood) QLD
Role Type:  Full-time I Executive Leadership

We’re seeking a ministry-hearted executive with proven media experience to join our team as Chief of 
Ministry Programs. You will lead the strategy and delivery of Vision’s ministry programs—ensuring that 
all content and audience pathways are biblically faithful, compelling, and accessible at scale across radio, 
digital and print. You’ll help people grow as disciples of Jesus by stewarding our ministry “product” 
(spiritual growth and discipleship) and integrating it across listen – read – watch – interact experiences 
under Vision’s Connect – Communicate – Cultivate framework. 

How to apply
If this full-time opportunity aligns with your skills and aspirations, and you’re interested in joining us 
in sunny Queensland to help share our vision across Australia, we invite you to apply via Join Vision: 
Current Vacancies in Christian Media. Please submit your resume and cover letter by midnight on 
Wednesday, 27 November 2025. Full details at https://newmedia.com.au/radio-jobs/
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 2025 GfK Radio 360 Metro Radio Ratings  

 
SURVEY 6/2025 

 
Overall figures.  All people 5.30 - Midnight, Mon-Sun.  (Previous 2024 survey results in brackets.) 

 
Sydney 

 
Station 6/2025 5/2025 4/2025 3/2025 2/2025 1/2025 8/2024 7/2024 
2GB 14.2 11.4 11.6 13.6 12.8 11.6 11.8  9.8 
smoothfm  95.3 10.7 11.8 12.3 12.4 11.8 11.5 12.3 10.3 
KIIS 1065  9.8 11.1 10.4  9.3  9.5  9.9 10.0  9.9 
GOLD 101.7 (WSFM)  7.9  7.9  8.5  8.7  8.3  8.3  9.6 10.9 
NOVA 96.9  7.1  7.4  7.0  7.1  7.7  7.8  7.6  7.1 
ABC Sydney  6.6  5.6  5.7  6.2  6.3  6.9  6.2  7.5 
104.9 Triple M  4.7  5.5  5.4  4.9  6.4  5.7  5.6  4.8 
2JJJ  4.4  4.3  3.9  3.1  3.0  3.9  3.0  2.9 
104.1 2DAYFM  3.8  4.1  4.3  3.9  3.1  4.2  4.7  4.5 
2UE 954  3.0  2.4  3.5  4.7  4.1  3.6  3.1  3.3 
ABC Classic  2.8  2.7  2.5  3.0  2.5  2.8  2.8  3.0 
ABC NEWSRADIO  1.7  1.8  1.6  1.3  1.6  1.4  1.6   1.7 
SKY Sports Radio  1.2  1.4  1.2  1.2  1.4  1.4  1.4  1.4 
2RN  1.1  1.1  1.2  0.9  1.2  1.2  1.4  1.8 

• 2GB No 1 in breakfast, morning and evening (now 17.0). Smooth No 1 in afternoon, drive and weekends. 
KISS No 2 in breakfast, morning and afternoon. Nova 96.9 No 2 in drive. Gold 101.7 down in all sessions. 
 

Melbourne 
 

Station 6/2025 5/2025 4/2025 3/2025 2/2025 1/2025 8/2024 7/2024 
3AW 14.6 13.5 11.9 12.5 14.1 16.8 13.6 14.0 
GOLD 104.3 11.2 11.2 12.1 11.8 12.5 12.0 10.2 10.0 
smooth 91.5  9.8  9.8  9.7  9.5  9.0  9.3 11.4 10.9 
101.9 FOXFM  8.6  8.2  8.3  8.2  8.4  8.6  8.7  9.6 
105.1 Triple M  7.9  8.2  7.7  6.9  6.9  7.0  6.5  6.5 
NOVA 100  7.1  8.1  8.7  8.2  8.9  9.3 10.0  9.0 
ABC Melb  6.5  5.8  5.9  6.2  4.3  4.7  5.9  6.1 
KIIS 101.1  4.9  5.6  5.5  5.3  5.7  5.1  5.1  5.2 
SEN 1116AM  3.4  4.3  4.2  3.7  3.2  3.2  3.5  3.3 
3JJJ  3.4  3.1  2.9  3.2  2.5  3.2  2.4  2.0 
3RN  2.4  2.2  2.1 1.7  1.8  1.2  2.4  1.7 
3MP 1377  2.1  1.7  1.0 1.3  1.3  1.0  2.2  1.7 
Magic 1278  1.5  1.7  1.9 2.0  2.0  1.9  1.6  2.6 
ABC Classic  1.3  1.7  2.0 1.4  1.5  1.8  1.6  1.4 
ABC NEWSRADIO  1.3  1.7  1.8 1.3  1.4  1.2  1.2  1.3 
RSN 927 - - - - -   -  0.7  0.8 

• 3AW No 1 in breakfast, morning (+3.9), afternoon (+4.5), evenings (+5.9) and weekends. Gold No 1 in drive. 
• 3AW +5.9 in evening. Gold +4.3 in evening. Smooth – 3.9 in evening, -3.3 in morning. Gold No 2 in breakfast. 
 

Brisbane 
 

Station 6/2025 5/2025 4/2025 3/2025 2/2025 1/2025 8/2024 7/2024 
104.5 TRIPLE M 12.0 12.9 13.3 12.8 12.9 11.9 11.7 12.2 
B105 11.3 11.08 12.2 10.8 11.3 12.4 13.3 13.1 
NOVA 106.9 11.2 10.6 10.3 11.3 11.7 10.6 11.4 10.5 
4BH 1116 10.0  8.6 10.1  9.3  8.1  9.4 11.6 11.1 
KIIS973   8.3  8.5  9.3 10.3 11.1  9.8  9.9 10.8 
ABC Brisbane  7.0  7.0  5.8  6.5  6.6  6.6  5.9  5.5 
4JJJ  5.5  5.2  4.5  4.9  5.0  6.2  4.7  4.3 
4BC 882  5.3  4.8  5.0  5.3  4.9  4.4  4.4  4.6 
ABC Classic  2.5  2.5  1.7  2.3  1.9  2.4  2.1  2.2 
ABC NEWSRADIO  1.9  1.7  1.3 1.5  1.8  1.7  1.4  1.9 
4RN  1.5  1.6  1.5 1.9  1.9  1.8  1.3  1.7 
SENQ693  0.4  0.6  0.7 0.9  0.9  0.9  0.9  1.3 

• B105 No 1 in breakfast and drive. Triple M No 1 in morning. B105 and Triple M equal No 1 in afternoon. 
ABC No 1 on evenings. 4BH No 1 on weekends. Triple M -3.2 in evening. 4BH -3.6 in afternoons. 
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•	 Each mic flag comes with one small 

hole and one large hole foam insert. 

Triangle, cube or square flags with 

your logo  - starting at $80 (+gst). 

Additional mic flags are just $65 (+gst) 

each. Ready in 2-3 days.  

•	 Mic windshields (foam covers)  with 

your custom logo. These are produced 

by our sister company in Europe. 

Various prices depending on shape and 

art work. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.  

$125 (+gst) each for 2-10 units 

Details at www.microphoneflags.com.au
or phone Greg on 0407 750 694

MIC FLAGS & WINDSHIELDS Need a new microphone flag 
or microphone windshield?  

We can help! 
For over 10 years Newmedia have 
provided radio stations, sporting 
clubs and numerous businesses 
with custom-made mic flags and 

windshields.

 2025 GfK Radio 360 Metro Radio Ratings  
 

SURVEY 6/2025 
 

Overall figures.  All people 5.30 - Midnight, Mon-Sun.  (Previous 2024-2025 survey results in brackets.) 
 

Adelaide 
 

Station 6/2025 5/2025 4/2025  3/2025 2/2025 1/2025 8/2024 7/2024 
5MMM  14.3 14.0 13.1 11.6 12.2 14.0 13.7 12.6 
MIX102.3  12.6 13.2 13.5 14.4 14.0 12.4 12.4 13.5 
NOVA 91.9  11.4 11.2 11.7 11.9 12.5 12.0 11.5 10.9 
FIVEaa  9.1   8.9  8.4  8.9  8.8  8.3  9.2  8.7 
SAFM  9.0   7.9  8.2  8.6  8.2  7.8  8.0  8.6 
ABC Adelaide  7.0   6.9  7.6  7.4  7.8  8.2  6.7  6.9 
CRUISE 1323   6.7   7.2  6.3  6.4  6.9  7.2  8.8  8.6 
5JJJ  3.9   4.5  4.8  4.2  4.2  4.3  3.7  4.2 
ABC Classic  2.0   2.2  1.8  1.9  2.0  1.6  2.3  2.4 
5RN   1.8   1.6  1.6  2.2  1.7  1.4  1.3  1.3 
ABC Newsradio  1.7   1.9  1.7  1.8  1.8  2.4  1.5  1.6 
• 5MMM No 1 in breakfast, morning, afternoon and drive.  FIVEaa No 1 in evening (+5.2). MIX 102.3 No 1 on weekends. 
• FIVEaa No 2 in breakfast. MIX 102.3 No 2 in morning, afternoon and evenings. Nova No 2 in drive.  

 
Station 6/2025 5/2025 4/2025 3/2025 2/2025 1/2025 8/2024 7/2024 
NOVA 93.7  16.0 13.7 12.3 14.9 17.0 16.3 14.7 13.9 
MIX 94.5 12.9 11.2 12.4 11.7 11.8 11.7 12.5 12.6 
96FM 12.4 13.1 14.8 17.1 15.2 14.6 14.1 14.6 
92.9 TRIPLE M  8.2 10.0 10.9  9.2  7.8  8.1  8.5  9.2 
ABC Perth  6.4  6.9  6.3  6.3  5.6  5.0  4.2  5.0 
6JJJ   5.2  5.8  6.1  5.1  5.2  6.4  4.9  5.0 
6IX   4.9  5.5  5.5  4.0  3.8  5.4  4.9  5.6 
6PR  4.8  5.5  6.7  6.5  7.3  7.1  8.0  7.4 
ABC Classic  3.0  2.4  2.4  2.3  2.5  2.4  3.2  2.6 
ABC Newsradio  2.8  2.0  1.3  1.8  1.8  1.3  1.6  1.1 
6RN  1.1  1.1  0.6  0.7  0.7  0.8  0.7  0.9 
• Nova 93.7 No 1 in breakfast (+3.2), afternoon, drive, and weekends. 96FM No 1 in morning. ABC Perth No 1 in evenings. 
• Triple M -3.1 in breakfast. ABC Newsradio +5.7 in evening – now No 2 in evening. MIX 94.5 No 2 in breakfast. 
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Jocks’ Journal Fun Files
10 FUN FACTS
* The verb "unfriend" first appeared in 1659.
* Like casinos, shopping malls are intentionally designed 
to disorient visitors. The feeling of losing track of time and 
geography inside a mall is called the Gruen Transfer.
* Born in the USA by Bruce Springsteen was the first 
commercial CD made in America.
* In 1777, Frederick the Great issued an official statement 
urging his subjects to drink beer in the morning instead of 
coffee.
* After passing a kidney stone, in 2006 William Shatner sold 
it for $25,000 to an online casino. The casino wanted the 
ensuing publicity; Shatner donated the money to Habitat for 
Humanity.
* The paint that coats the White House and Buckingham 
Palace is made by the same German company.
* Australia is home to approximately 170 kinds of snakes, 
including some of the world’s most venomous. The good 
news? Snake bites aren’t common and are rarely fatal. One 
study estimated that snake bites account for just two deaths 
per year in Australia.
* The word astronaut comes from the Greeks words meaning 
“star” and “sailor.”
* If you adjust for inflation, Gone With the Wind is the highest-
grossing movie of all time, earning approximately $1.8 billion.
* A group of ferrets is called a business.

TARA BANKS, former US supermodel turned entrepreneur, has 
announced she’s launching hot ice cream. Banks has an ice 
cream company company called Smize & Dream that has a shop 
in Sydney, Australia. Recently she announced what she calls “the 
world’s first hot ice cream experience.” “Not a latte. Not a hot 
chocolate,” Banks  wrote on social media.  “But your favourite 
scoops, transformed into liquid. hot. ice cream. Sippable, baby.” 
It’s called “Hot Mama” and sounds much like…melted ice cream. 
She named it Hot Mama as a dedication to her own mother. says: 
“During Mama’s hard working years, every Friday night after 
homework and dinner, we’d have girls night at the Häagen Dazs 
ice cream shop in Hollywood! The U.S. launch of Smize and Dream 
is slated for winter aims to introduce fans to this unique dessert 
experience, which has already gone viral in Australia.
(Viral?  Really? I don’t know.  Maybe this ‘hot’ ice cream is the 
latest ‘hot’ item?  Find out for yourself at Smize and Dream 
located at Darling Harbour.)

A HOTEL IN JAPAN is 
offering mini beds and 
even pyjamas for stuffed 
toys, attracting travellers 
with plush companions.   
For an additional 300 yen 
(about $3), guests can 
rent a mini bed and a toy-
sized bathrobe for their 
stuffed animals. The set 
includes a miniature bed, 
pillow, and striped pajama 
set. Growing numbers of 
young people are no longer 

travelling alone. Instead, they hit the road with carefully dressed 
plush toys. Some place them in backpacks with transparent 
windows, while others carry them in their arms. 
(At this stage there are no plush toy plans for Australian hotels. 
Hopefully this discrimination might change in the future!)

AN ARTIFICIAL “TONGUE” has been created by a team of 
researchers in China.  The artificial tongue apparently can quickly 
detect spice levels in their food. The taste-testing device resembles 
a small, transparent square of soft gel that the consumer places 
on their tongue — ready to taste-test meals before diners dive in. 
Researchers tested eight pepper types as well as eight spicy foods, 
including hot sauces, on the artificial tongue and measured how 
spicy they were based on the changes in the electrical current.
(So maybe this Christmas ... forget the scented candles, cookies 
and calendars - and give your loved one or family member a gift 
of an artificial tongue.)

THE NAMES FOR THE AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL CYCLONE SEASON 
from 2025-26 will be Fina, Grant, Hayley, Iggy, Jenna, Koji, 
Luana, Mitchell, Narelle, Oran, and Peta. These names are 
part of a predetermined list used in alphabetical order, which 
alternates between male and female names. If a cyclone is 
particularly severe, its name may be retired from the list. 
(I know an Iggy … but I don’t think Mr Pop is that excited about 
his name being used for a cyclone. And if I could find someone 
named Fina or Oran … I’d like to mention to them that their 
names are destined for future cyclone honours.) 

AN AUSTRALIAN BODYBUILDER broke a Guinness World Record 
that had stood for nearly a decade when she completed 733 
pull-ups in one hour. Jade Henderson, 32, averaged more than 
12 pull-ups a minute to break the record of 725 that was set 
by fellow Australian Eva Clarke in 2016. The athlete said she 
initially planned to go for the 24-hour version of the record, 
but an injury during training led her to change her plans. She 
did 3,500 pull ups in 12 hours and tore her bicep. She had a 
partial tear of the bicep tendon and muscle then had to to rest 
her arm for about six weeks before she was able to do pull ups 
again. Henderson settled on the one-hour record to prevent 
any further injuries.
(Amazing 733 pull ups! I battle to just hop in my car and ‘pull 
up’ outside the local gym for a work out.)

MOSQUITOES have been found in Iceland for the first time after 
the country experienced record-breaking heat this spring. An 
insect enthusiast Bjorn found two female mosquitoes and one 
male, one of few species that can successfully survive winter. 
Iceland was one of only two mosquito-free havens in the world 
prior to the discovery, partly due to its cold climate. The only 
other recorded mosquito-free zone is Antarctica.
(So fellow Aussies who can’t stand mozzies – maybe Iceland could 
be on your holiday list destination this summer?) 

DICTIONARY.COM HAS CROWNED 67, pronounced “six-seven”, 
as its word of the year. The word has become a viral sensation 
among school students and social media users. But even 
Dictionary.com, who stressed it is always pronounced “six-
seven” and never “sixty-seven”, admitted it was not exactly 
sure about its meaning. Dictionary.com said the origin of the 
word might be traced to “Doot Doot (6 7),” a song by the US 
rapper Skrilla. The phrase went viral in schools and on social 
media this year, and is usually accompanied by an up-and-
down hand motion. Its use exploded online with news of the 
engagement between pop superstar Taylor Swift and American 
football star Travis Kelce, as it was used as shorthand to refer 
to the “TNT” (Taylor ‘n Travis) couple.
(I can’t say I’ve ever used the term 6 7. Although I am aware 
that 6 was scared because 7, 8, 9!)
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More JJ Fun Files
A LOVER OF DANCE-BASED VIDEO GAMES has broken several 
world records, including the overall longest video game 
marathon ever - and she's preparing to attempt it again. Carrie 
Swidecki, a California school teacher, said her love of dance 
games started when she first attempted to play Dance Dance 
Revolution at an arcade in 2000. But she quickly died after 
10 steps when some guy came up to her and made fun of her 
weight size. This moment struck a nerve with her and set her 
off on a journey to master the game. Mastering Dance Dance 
Revolution led her to the game Just Dance, which became her 
favourite video game of all time. In June 2021, she was in a 
car accident that put me her in physical therapy for two and 
a half years and caused her to gain over 30 kilograms. But she 
started training again, has lost 20 kilograms and gone down 
four sizes.  She trains 45 hours a week and has completed two 
practice 120-hour marathons.
(I think that’s a lot more impressive than Drew Barrymore and 
Hugh Grant who can be seen playing the home version in the 
2007 romantic comedy Music and Lyrics.)  

A 22-YEAR-OLD COMIC BOOK FAN 
from Indiana earned a Guinness World 
Record for her collection of 2,318 
items related to Batman villain the 
Joker. Bloomington resident Megan 
Pierce said she started collecting in 
school, and soon she had amassed 
items ranging from action figures and 
comic books to Joker rollerblades, a 
skateboard and milk bottle tops from 
1966. She has taken the record with 

2,318 eligible pieces of memorabilia. She said her hobby has 
allowed her to make connections with Joker fandom figures 
including actor Mark Hamill, who voiced the character in 
several animated and video game projects, as well as other 
collectors.
(I’m just wondering if she has the original comic book from 
April 25, 1940? That’s when the Joker made his debut in the 
Batman comic – although he was originally meant to be killed 
off in that 1940 story.)

A MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE found during a beach clean-up in 
Australia turned out to contain letters from two World War 
I soldiers who launched their bottle 109 years earlier.  Debra 
Brown said she and her family were cleaning up along the 
shoreline in Wharton Beach, WA when her daughter found 
a bottle containing letters from Malcolm Alexander Neville 
and William Kirk Harley, soldiers serving in World War I in 
1916. Neville's letter showed he came from Wilkawatt, South 
Australia, and Brown was able to use Facebook to contact 
Herbie Neville, the soldier's great nephew. The elder Neville 
was 28 years old when he was killed in action in France just a 
few months after writing his message in a bottle. Debra Brown 
was also able to contact family members of Harley, who later 
returned home from the war. The cheerful notes were penned 
just a few days into their voyage to join the battlefields of 
France during World War One. Pte Malcolm Neville, told his 
mother that the food on board was "real good" and that they 
were "as happy as Larry". Sadly, months later, he was killed in 
action at the age of just 28. 37-year-old Pte William Harley, 
survived the war and returned home.
(And what’s pretty amazing – the bottle with their letters 
‘survived’ a total of 109 years.)

10 WEIRD WORDS
- Bibble: to drink often; to eat and/or drink noisily
- Bumfuzzle: confused, perplexed
- Erf: a plot of land
- Hent: to grasp; to seize
- Ickle: little
- Lollygag: to spend time aimlessly
- Oxter: to take under the arm; to support by taking the arm
- Quackle: to choke; to suffocate
- Tittynope: a small quantity of something left over
- Whiffler: somebody who walks in front of you through a crowd
- Collywobbles: refers to stomach pain or anxiety. A combination 
of colic and wobble.
(Collywobbles! Now there’s an expression that certainly resonates 
with Collingwood AFL fans!)

A KITE SURFER in New Zealand ended up losing his kite during 
a recent outing -- and consequently found a surfboard that 
had drifted nearly 2,400 kilometres from Australia. French 
surfer Alvaro Bon said he was kite surfing on October 15 on 
the west coast of New Zealand's North Island, when his kite 
got caught in the water and started pulling him out to sea. Bon 
had to let go of his kite and headed back toward shore, where 
he spotted a surfboard at the northern end of the beach. He 
said the board appeared to be in good shape, but was not a 
style frequently used by the local surfers. He flipped it over 
and found it was covered in barnacles and mussels. He then 
removed a few mussels to check the size, and that's when he 
saw it had been shaped for someone named Liam. Bon took 
the surfboard home and posted photos of his discovery on 
various surfing groups on Facebook in the hopes of finding 
the owner. 
(And yes he did! One of the posts resulted in Bon receiving 
a message from the board's owner, Liam, who said he lost it 
during a boat trip off the coast of Tasmania -- 2,400 kilometres 
from where it was found -- on May 10, 2024.  Liam's long 
lost board will soon be headed home to Australia thanks to 
members of his family visiting New Zealand for a wedding.)

BITE THE BULLET 
Meaning: To accept something difficult or unpleasant
Origin: In the olden days, when doctors were short on 
anesthesia or time during a battle, they would ask the patient 
to bite down on a bullet to distract from the pain. The first 
recorded use of the phrase was in 1891 in The Light that Failed.

BREAK THE ICE
Meaning: To break off a conflict or commence a friendship.
Origin: Back when road transportation was not developed, 
ships would be the only transportation and means of trade. 
At times, the ships would get stuck during the winter because 
of ice formation. The receiving country would send small 
ships to “break the ice” to clear a way for the trade ships. This 
gesture showed affiliation and understanding between two 
territories.

BURY THE HATCHET
Meaning: To stop a conflict and make peace
Origins: This one dates back to the early times North America 
when the Puritans were in conflict with the Native Americans. 
When negotiating peace, the Native Americans would bury all 
their hatchets, knives, clubs, and tomahawks. Weapons were 
literally buried and made inaccessible.
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Births DEMI MOORE (Demetria Guynes) 
born in Roswell, New Mexico - 
1962 (63)
* US actress.  Her most successful 
film role to date is the 1990 movie 
Ghost which co-starred Patrick 
Swayze.  Her other films include A 
Few Good Men, Indecent Proposal 
and Rough Night.
* In 2005 she married 27 year 
old actor Ashton Kutcher.  They 
divorced in 2013.  From 1987-2000 
she was married to Bruce Willis.  

JAMES MORRISON born in 
Boorowa, NSW - 1962 (63)
* Australian musician.  He can play 
16 instruments but excels at the 
trumpet and trombone.  He was 
inspired predominantly by Louis 
Armstrong and a church minister 
who played the trombone.  He 
formed his first band when he was 
9 and played at the Monterey Jazz 
Festival in 1979 when he was only 
16. 
* His best selling album is his 
1990 release Snappy Doo that was 
certified ARIA Gold.
* He was a presenter on the Top 
Gear TV program and also co-
hosted Behind The Wheel which 
debuted in 1995.  

MARIO FENECH born in Malta - 
1961 (64)
* Australian rugby league player.  
The ‘Maltese Falcon’ captained 
the Rabbitohs from 1986-1990. He 
also played with North Sydney and 
the South Queensland Crushers.  
He was one of the regulars on the 
Sydney edition of The Footy Show.
* Fenech has been battling early 
onset dementia.  This was revealed 
is a story on Seven’s Spotlight 
program in September 2022. 

CALISTA FLOCKHART born in 
Freeport, Illinois - 1964 (61)
* US actress.  She starred in the 
Ally McBeal TV series (1997-2002).
* She became engaged to actor 
Harrison Ford in 2002.  They wed 
in 2010.

VINCE COLOSIMO (Vincenzo 
Colosimo) born in Melbourne, 
Victoria - 1966 (59)
* Australian actor born to Italian 
parents. He played Frank in the 
2022 movie Wog Boys Forever. 
His other films include Lantana, 
Walking On Water, The Hard Word 
and the US production Body Of 
Lies.  He also appeared in the first 
series of Underbelly. 

LEONARDO DICAPRIO born in 
Hollywood, California - 1974 (51)
* US actor.  He won the Academy 
Award for Best Actor and a BAFTA 
Award for his performance in The 
Revenant (2015). He is also well 
known for playing played Jack 
Dawson in Titanic (’97) and Howard 
Hughes in The Aviator (2004).  His 
other films include: Catch Me If 
You Can (2002), What’s Eating 
Gilbert Grape (‘93), Marvin’s Room 
(‘96), Romeo & Juliet (‘97), Blood 
Diamond (2006), The Departed 
(2006) J Edgar (2011), The Great 
Gatsby (2012) and Once Upon 
A Time In Hollywood (2019). He 
starred in the 2023 film Killers of 
the Flower Moon.

NED KELLY, aged 25, was hanged 
at the Old Melbourne gaol - 1880.
* His execution was witnessed by 
various prison and police officials 
and by a number of journalists. His 
final words were reported by most 
observers to be ‘ah well I suppose’ 
or ‘ah well I suppose it has come 
to this’. Although many have listed 
his last words as: “Such is life.”

GERMANY surrendered to the 
ALLIES bringing an end to the 
Great War (later known as World 
War 1) - 1918.
* A formal state of war between 
the two sides persisted for another 
seven months until it was finally 
ended by the signing of the Treaty 
of Versailles on June 28, 1919 
with Germany and the following 
treaties with Austria, Hungary, 
Bulgaria and The Ottoman Empire.
* Australia lost nearly 60,000 
lives with over 200,000 wounded 
and 4,000 held in prisoner of war 
camps.  

PALAIS THEATRE opened in St 
Kilda, Victorai - 1927.
* With a capacity of 2,896 people, 
it is the largest seated theatre in 
Australia.  
* On this day 1977 Mike Nesmith 
recorded his album Live At The 
Palais.

SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE in 
Melbourne was officially dedicated 
- 1934.

GOD BLESS AMERICA, written by 
Irving Berlin, was performed for 
the first time by Kate Smith on US 
network radio - 1938.

The JEEP made its military debut - 
1940.
* Some contend that the sturdy 
jeep was a key in winning the war 
for the Allies.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL in 
Canberra officially opened - 1941.

First VCR was demonstrated by its 
inventors John Mullin and Wayne 
Johnson in California - 1952.

JERRY LEE LEWIS’ single Great 
Balls Of Fire was released on Sun 
Records - 1957.

THE TWIST was recorded for the 
first time by Hank Ballard and The 
Midnighters - 1958.
* The Chubby Checker version was 
released in 1960 and went to No 1.  

ELVIS PRESLEY’s concert film Elvis: 
That’s The Way It Is opened in the 
US - 1970.

CAPTAIN & TENNILLE (Daryl 
Dragon and Toni Tennille) married 
- 1975.
* Tennille filed for divorce from 
Dragon in January 2014. 

Prime Minister GOUGH WHITLAM 
was sacked by the Governor-
General SIR JOHN KERR - 1975.
* It was the first time in Australian 
history that an unelected 
representative of the Queen has 
dismissed a Federal government.  

DIANE WARREN became the first 
female songwriter to write the top 
two songs on the US singles chart; 
When I See You Smile (Bad English) 
and Blame It On The Rain (Milli 
Vanilli) - 1989.

BILL GATES paid $30.8 million 
for an illustrated manuscript by 
Leonardo Da Vinci (in which Da 
Vinci predicted the invention of 
the submarine and steam engine) 
- 1994.

BILL GATES (Microsoft) pledged 
$US100 million to fights AIDS in 
India - 2002.

The QE2 (RMS Queen Elizabeth 
2) ocean liner set sail on her final 
voyage to Dubai - 2008.
* She first sailed in 1967.

INXS announced during at the 
newly opened Perth Arena, while 
supporting Matchbox Twenty, that 
they would no longer be touring – 
2012.

JOHN ANISTON, US actor who 
played Victor Kiriakis on the 
daytime TV drama series Days of 
Our Lives, died aged 89 - 2022.
* The father of actress Jennifer 
Aniston, played the role of Victor 
on and off for 37 years, until his 
death in 2022. 

DAME JUNE WHITFIELD born in 
London, England - 1925. (Died 
aged 93 - 2018)
* English actress.  She appeared in 
numerous UK TV shows including 
Hancock’s Half Hour, The Goodies 
and Bless This House.  From 1992-
2003 she played June ‘Gran/
Mother’ Monsoon in the comedy 
series Absolutely Fabulous.  

JONATHAN WINTERS born in 
Bellbrook, Ohio - 1925. (Died aged 
87 - 2013)
* US comedian.  He appeared in a 
number of 1960s movies such as - 
It’s A Mad Mad Mad Mad World 
(‘63), The Loved One (‘65) and The 
Russians Are Coming, The Russians 
Are Coming (‘66).  He also played 
Mearth in a few seasons of the 
Mork & Mindy TV series and had a 
cameo role in the 1994 Flintstones 
feature film and provided the voice 
of Grandma Smurf and Papa Smurf 
in the Smurf movies. The Smurfs 2 
(2013) was dedicated to him.

ELIZABETH EVATT born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1933 (92)
* Australian lawyer and judge.  
She was the first Chief Judge of the 
Family Court of Australia, and the 
first female judge of an Australian 
federal court. Also former 
President of the Law Reform 
Commission.  

ROBERT JOHN ‘MUTT’ LANGE 
born in Zambia - 1948 (77) 
* US songwriter and producer.  
He’s co-written and produced 
most of Shania Twain’s recordings.  
He wed Shania in 1993.  It was his 
third marriage.  They divorced in 
2010.  He has produced albums 
for artists including AC/DC, Def 
Leppard, Michael Bolton and 
Bryan Adams.  He co-wrote the 
Adams’ hits (Everything I Do) I Do 
It For You, Have You Ever Really 
Loved A Woman? and I Finally 
Found Someone.

KATHY LETTE (Kathyrn Lette) born 
in Sydney, NSW - 1958 (67)
* Australian author.  She is co-
author of Puberty Blues (1979) 
which became a 1979 movie and 
a local TV mini series.  In 2007 she 
brought out the book How To Kill 
Your Husband.
* She was married to human rights 
barrister Geoffrey Robertson.

Events

Tuesday 11th November 2025
Remembrance Day

Birthday Bulletin
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Births BOOKER T JONES (Booker Jones) 
born in Memphis, Tennessee - 
1944 (81)
* US keyboard player and record 
producer.  His group Booker T & 
The MGs (standing for Memphis 
group) had instrumental hits with 
Green Onions (‘67), Soul Limbo 
(‘68) and Time Is Tight (‘69).  

NEIL YOUNG born in Toronto, 
Canada - 1945 (80)
* Canadian singer/songwriter.  
His biggest single has been his 
1972 hit Heart Of Gold from his 
best selling album Harvest.  His 
other albums include After The 
Goldrush, Rust Never Sleeps and 
Comes A Time. He also has had hit 
success as a member of Crosby, 
Stills, Nash & Young and with the 
group Buffalo Springfield and his 
band Crazy Horse.

PAUL McNAMEE born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1954 (71)
* Australian tennis player and 
a former Australian Open 
tournament director. In 1980 he 
and Peter McNamara won the 
Men’s Doubles in the Australian 
Championships.  In that same year 
they also won the Men’s Doubles 
at Wimbledon and repeated their 
achievement in 1982.  

LES McKEOWN born in Scotland - 
1955. (Died aged 65 - 2021)
* Lead singer for the Scottish band 
the Bay City Rollers.  The group 
had a string of ‘70s hits including 
Bye Bye Baby, Give A Little Love 
and I Only Want To Be With You.  
He was in Australia in 2007 as a 
part of the Countdown Spectacular 
2 concerts.  

NADIA COMANECI born in 
Romania - 1961 (64)
* Romanian gymnast.  She starred 
at the 1976 Olympic Games 
winning 3 gold medals and 
achieving 7 perfect scores.  She 
also won another two gold medals 
in 1980.

MICHAEL MOORER born in 
Brooklyn, New York - 1967 (58)
* US boxer.  He became the first 
left-hander to win heavyweight 
title when he scored majority 
decision over Evander Holyfield in 
1994.  He lost the title to George 
Foreman, on a 10th round KO in 
1994; won an IBF belt in 1996, 
then defended it twice before 
losing it to Holyfield in 1997. 

TONYA HARDING born in Portland, 
Oregon - 1970 (55)
* US figure skater.  Tonya and her 
now ex-husband were involved in 
a plot to injure rival skater Nancy 
Kerrigan in 1994. She was the 
subject of a 2017 film I, Tonya 
which starred Margot Robbie.

RADHA MITCHELL born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1973 (52)
* Australian actress.  Appeared in 
the 2004 US films Man On Fire, 
Finding Neverland, Melinda and 
Melinda, The Shack and Blueback. 
She moved to LA in 1997.
* Played Catherine O’Brien in 
Neighbours (’96 -’97).

TEVIN CAMPBELL born in Dallas, 
Texas - 1976 (49)
* US singer.  He had No 1 hits in 
Australia in the ‘90s with Tell Me 
What You Want Me To Do and 
Always In My Heart.  Also charted 
in 1993 with Can We Talk?

COTE DE PABLO born in Santiago, 
Chile - 1979 (46)
* Chilean-American actress and 
singer. She is best known for 
playing Ziva David in 194 episodes 
of the TV series NCIS.

RYAN GOSLING born in Ontario, 
Canada - 1980 (45)
* Canadian actor and musician. 
He played the role of Ken in the 
2023 movie Barbie. He co-starred 
in the 2016 movie musical La la 
Land. He also starred in the 2017 
movie Blade Runner 2049 - a 
sequel to Blade Runner (‘82).  He 
is also known for his roles in The 
Notebook (2004), Blue Valentine 
(2010), First Man (2018) as Neil 
Armstrong and Fall Guy (2024).

ANNE HATHAWAY born in 
Brooklyn, New York - 1982 (43)
* US actress.  Star of the movie 
The Princess Diaries (2001) and 
sequel The Princess Diaries: Royal 
Engagement (2004) as well as 
The Devil Wears Prada (2006), 
Get Smart (2007), Rachel Getting 
Married (2008) - nominee for 
Best Actress, Alice In Wonderland 
(2010), The Dark Knight Rises 
(2012), Les Miserables (as Fantine) 
(2012), Oceans 8 (2018) and The 
Hustle (2019).

JASON DAY born in Beaudesert, 
Queensland - 1987 (38)
* Australian golfer.  In August 2015 
he became the fifth Australian to 
win the US PGA title.  In September 
2015, Day reached World Number 
1 in the World Golf Ranking. His 
first big win was at the age of 13 
in a 2000 Australian Masters junior 
event on the Gold Coast.
 

First MOVIE STUNT occurred when 
a man jumped into the Hudson 
River from a burning balloon - 
1910.

The infamous LOCH NESS 
MONSTER photo was taken in 
Scotland - 1933.
* Some experts say that it was 
probably just a toy submarine with 
a sculpted head attached. It was 
revealed to be a hoax in the 1990s.

ELVIS PRESLEY was listed as the 
most promising ‘country and 
western artist’, in a Billboard 
magazine disc-jockey poll - 1955.

ONE PAYING CUSTOMER 
attended a US football game 
between Washington State and 
San Jose State.  It was played as 
scheduled despite high winds and 
a temperature of zero degrees 
Fahrenheit - 1955.

LUCKY, a Siamese cat, landed at 
Heathrow airport after hiding in a 
hold of a Boeing 747 since October 
9.  During that time she had flown 
almost around the world - 1979.

NEW ZEALAND won a cricket Test 
in Australia for the first time - 
1985.
* They won by an innings and 41 
runs in Brisbane.  Australia also 
ended up losing the series.

RON WOOD, Rolling Stones 
guitarist, had both his legs broken 
in an auto accident - 1990.

First McHAPPY DAY was held in 
Australia - 1991.

PAUL MCCARTNEY, RINGO 
STARR AND GEORGE HARRISON 
met for the last time - 2001. 
* The meeting took place due to 
the few days of life left to Harrison.

PAUL McCARTNEY became the 
first singer to broadcast live to 
space when he sent a “wake up 
call” to the International Space 
Station during a concert - 2005.

PLAYSTATION 5 was released in 
Australia - 2020.

TIMOTHY WEST, UK actor, died 
aged 90 - 2024.
* He was married to the actress 
Prunella Scales who played Sybil 
in Fawlty Towers. She died just 
last month on October 27, 2025 at 
the age of 93. His TV roles include: 
Coronation Street as Eric Babbage, 
EastEnders as Stan Carter, and Not 
Going Out as Geoffrey Adams. 

BILLY HYDE born in Carlton, 
Victoria - 1918.  (Died aged 58 - 
1976)
* Australian musician.  He received 
his widest public recognition as a 
drummer with the GTV-9 orchestra 
on IMT from 1964-’71.  He was 
the founder of Billy Hyde Music, a 
Melbourne based Drum store that 
expanded into a Music Equipment 
retail and wholesale empire.

GRACE KELLY born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania - 1929.  (Died aged 
52 - 1982)
* US actress. She retired from 
acting to marry the Prince of 
Monaco in 1956.  She starred in 
three Alfred Hitchcock films - Dial 
M For Murder, Rear Window and 
To Catch A Thief.  Her other movies 
include High Noon, High Society, 
Mogambo and The Country Girl - 
which won her an Oscar for Best 
Actress.  Her death in 1982 was 
the result of a car accident.

BOB CREWE (Stanley Robert 
Crewe) born in New York City, New 
York - 1930.  (Died aged 82 - 2014)
* US songwriter and producer.  
He co-wrote and produced many 
of the Four Seasons ‘60s hits 
including Big Girls Don’t Cry, 
Dawn, Walk Like A Man and Rag 
Doll.  As a songwriter, his other 
successful songs included The 
Sun Ain’t Gonna Shine (Anymore), 
Can’t Take My Eyes Off You, Bye, 
Bye, Baby (all co-written with Bob 
Gaudio) plus My Eyes Adored You 
(co-written with Kenny Nolan).

BRIAN HYLAND born in 
Woodhaven, New York - 1943 (82)
* US singer.  His hits include - 
Itsy Bitsy Teenie Weenie Yellow 
Polkadot Bikini (‘60) - his only US 
No 1, The Joker Went Wild (‘66) 
and Sealed With A Kiss (‘62).  His 
last hit was in 1970 with Gypsy 
Woman.

ERROL BROWN (Lester Errol 
Brown) born in Kingston, Jamaica - 
1943.  (Died aged 72 - 2015)
* Lead singer with UK band Hot 
Chocolate.  Their first Top 10 
Australian hit was in 1974 with 
Emma.  Their other big sellers 
include - You Sexy Thing (‘75), So 
You Win Again (‘77), Every One’s A 
Winner (‘78), Girl Crazy (‘82) and It 
Started With A Kiss (‘82).  

Events

Wednesday 12th November 2025
Birthday Bulletin
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DON LANE (Donald Morton 
Isaacson) born in New York - 1933. 
(Died aged 75 - 2009)
* TV host and singer.  His greatest 
TV success came in the ‘70s with 
The Don Lane Show (’75-’82) 
which was produced in Melbourne 
and featured Bert Newton (aka 
Moonface) as his sidekick.  After 
the show ended he then returned 
to the US where he married (later 
divorced) and had a son.  
* In his later years he called the 
American football matches on ABC 
television and hosted the Mad 
Mad World of Sports TV specials.  

KAMAHL (Kandiah Kamalesvaran) 
born in Malaysia - 1934 (91)
* Malaysian-born Australian 
singer. His biggest hit was his 1969 
debut Sounds Of Goodbye (written 
by Eddie Rabbitt).  He also had 
international success with The 
Elephant Song (1975) plus some of 
his album recordings.  
* Rupert Murdoch was an early 
important sponsor for Kamahl and 
tipped him £10 at a party in 1958 
and encouraged him to move to 
Sydney. Without asking, Murdoch 
arranged for Kamahl to perform a 
six-week season at the Australia 
Hotel in Sydney. After that season, 
he boarded with the Murdochs for 
two years.

MOST REVEREND GEORGE CAREY 
born in England - 1935 (90) 
* Archbishop of Canterbury from 
1991-2002. Before becoming 
Archbishop, he worked as a parish 
priest at an evangelical church 
in Durham. Within two years, 
the congregation numbers had 
trebled.

TRUDIE GOODWIN born in 
London, England - 1951 (74)
* English actress.  She played 
Sgt. June Ackland in The Bill.  She 
was in the program from 1984-
2007 and was the longest-serving 
cast member of The Bill in the 
program’s history.  

ART MALIK born in Pakistan - 
1952 (73)
* Pakistani-born British actor.  His 
films include A Passage to India, 
City of Joy, True Lies, The Living 
Daylights and the TV program The 
Jewel In The Crown.

TRACY SCOGGINS born in 
Dickinson, Texas - 1953 (72)
* US actress.  Played Cat Grant in 
the TV series Lois And Clark: The 
New Adventures of Superman.  
She also played Monica Colby in 
Dynasty and The Colbys and Capt. 
Elizabeth Lockley in the sci-fi TV 
series Babylon 5. 

CHRIS NOTH born in Madison, 
Wisconsin - 1954 (71)
* US actor.  He played Detective 
Mike Logan in the TV drama Law 
And Order: Criminal Intent. He can 
also be seen in Sex And The City 
and The Good Wife.

TONY JONES born in Australia  - 
1955 (70)
* Australian political journalist and 
television presenter. In 1985, he 
joined the Four Corners program 
as a reporter. In 1986, he went to 
the Dateline program on SBS.   He 
returned to the ABC in 1987.  He 
hosted ABC TV’s Lateline news and 
current affairs program from 1999 
to 2016.  He also hosted ABC’s 
Q&A from 2008-2019.
* Since 1993 he’s been married to 
ABC journalist Sarah Ferguson.

WHOOPI GOLDBERG (Caryn 
Johnson) born in New York City, 
New York - 1955 (70)
* American comedienne, actress 
and TV presenter.   She had her 
first major movie role in The Color 
Purple (’85).  Her other movies 
include Jumpin’ Jack Flash (’87), 
Ghost (‘90), Sister Act (’92) and Rat 
Race (2001).  She played Guinan in 
the TV series Star Trek: The Next 
Generation. Since 2007 she’s been 
a  panel member on the US TV talk 
show program The View.  
* She made 29 movies in the 1990s 
- more than any other actress.  

NEIL FLYNN born in Chicago, 
Illinois - 1960 (65)
* US actor. He is best known for 
his roles as the janitor on the TV 
series Scrubs and playing Mike 
Heck in the TV sit-com The Middle.

RICHARD FIDLER born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1964 (61)
* Australian TV/radio presenter 
and musician.  The former Doug 
Anthony All-Stars member is well 
known for his hour-long ABC radio 
interview program, Conversations 
with Richard Fidler. He hosted 
Race Around The World and 
Aftershock on ABC TV.   

JIMMY KIMMEL (James Kimmell) 
born in Brooklyn, New York - 1967 
(58)
* US television host and comedian. 
He is best known as the host and 
executive producer of Jimmy 
Kimmel Live!, which has aired 
since 2003. 
* From September 17 - September 
22, 2025, America’s ABC and its 
corporate parent, the Walt Disney 
Company, suspended production 
of Jimmy Kimmel Live!, following 
criticism from conservatives 
and public pressure from Trump 
administration officials over his 
monologue commentary about 
the president and his supporters’ 
reaction to the assassination of 
conservative activist Charlie Kirk.

GERARD BUTLER born in Scotland 
- 1969 (56)
* Scottish actor. His movies include 
Mrs Brown (1997), Tomorrow 
Never Dies (1997), and Tale of the 
Mummy (1998). In 2000 he starred 
as Dracula in Dracula 2000.  He also 
voices the role of Stoick the Vast in 
the animated action-fantasy films 
How to Train Your Dragon.

BRUCE SAMAZAN born in 
Madagascar - 1970 (55)
* Australian actor.  He played 
Constable Max Simmons in E 
Street (‘89-’93) and Mark Gottlieb 
in Neighbours (‘93-’95).
* He gave up fulltime acting in 
2000 and began working in real 
estate. 
* He hosted the ABC country music 
TV show Stampede.

SAMANTHA RILEY born in 
Brisbane, Queensland - 1972 (53)
* Australian swimmer. She won 
three gold medals at the 1994 
Commonwealth Games, set a 
record for 100m breast-stroke in 
1995 and won two bronze medals 
at the 1996 Olympic Games.
* She established the Sam Riley 
Swimming Pools.  In Brisbane 
there are now only two Sam Riley 
Swimming Schools. 

SARAH ABO born in Damascus, 
Syria - 1985 (40)
* Australian journalist, TV 
presenter and reporter. She 
currently co-hosts Today alongside 
Karl Stefanovic.  She’s also worked 
on 60 Minutes.

JULIA MICHAELS born in 
Davenport, Iowa - 1993 (32)
* US singer and songwriter. She 
has received six Grammy Award 
nominations, including twice for 
Song of the Year and Best New 
Artist. In 2017 she had a top 10 hit 
in Australia with Issues.

BRA was patented by Mary ‘Polly’ 
Jacobs in the US - 1914.
* The American heiress got her 
idea when she made her prototype 
from two handkerchiefs.

EASYBEATS gave their first UK 
concert at the Seville Theatre as 
a support act for the Four Tops - 
1966.

JERRY LEE LEWIS’ 19 year old son 
Jerry Lee Lewis Jr died in a road 
accident - 1973.
* Lewis Jr had been working as a 
drummer in his father’s band.

IAN ‘MOLLY’ MELDRUM 
interviewed PRINCE CHARLES on 
the Countdown TV music program 
- 1977.  

HAYDEN HAITANA was sentenced 
to 12 months jail for his part in the 
Fine Cotton racehorse swapping 
conspiracy of 1984 - 1985.

SHANE WARNE completed match 
figures of 11 for 77 in the first Test 
against Pakistan at the Gabba - 
1995.
* This was the best achievement 
by an Australian against Pakistan.

ARNOTT’S biscuits, after 132 
years as an essentially Australian 
company, became a US cookie 
company - 1997.  
* Arnott’s began as a single bakery 
in Newcastle in 1865.

BILLY ELLIOTT musical, with music 
written by Elton John and words 
by Lee Hall, opened at Sydney’s 
Capitol Theatre - 2007.
* It opened at London’s West End 
in 2005 and on Broadway on this 
same day in 2008.

POWDERFINGER played their last 
concert in their hometown of 
Brisbane at Brisbane’s River Stage 
- 2010.  

DAMIEN OLIVER was formally 
charged with the alleged offence 
of placing a $10,000 bet on a rival 
horse to beat a horse he was riding 
in the same race - 2012. 

LEON RUSSELL, US musician and 
songwriter, died aged 74 - 2016.  

KYLIE MINOGUE became the first 
female artist to top the UK chart 
over five consecutive decades with 
her album Disco - 2020.  
* Disco entered the UK chart at No 
1 becoming her 8th No 1 album. 

Thursday 13th November 2025
Birthday Bulletin Events
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BART CUMMINGS (James 
Bartholomew Cummings) born in 
Adelaide, SA - 1927. (Died aged 
87 - 2015)
* Australian horse trainer.  Dubbed 
“The Cups King”, he achieved an 
unsurpassed training record in 
feature races, most notably in the 
Melbourne Cup.  He trained the 
winners of a record 12 Melbourne 
Cups and in five of those wins, 
he also trained the runner-up.  In 
1999 he won his 11th Melbourne 
Cup with Rogan Josh. Other 
winners include: Galilee, Let’s 
Elope, Saintly, Light Fingers, Think 
Big and Viewed.  

FREDDIE GARRITY born in 
Manchester, England - 1936.  (Died 
aged 69 - 2006)
* English singer.  Freddie & The 
Dreamers were a part of the British 
music invasion during the ‘60s 
notching up several hits during the 
years 1963-1965.  They were very 
popular in the US with I’m Telling 
You Now going to No 1.  Do The 
Freddie bombed out in England 
but became a big seller in the US.  
Their other big hits were; If You 
Gotta Make A Fool Of Somebody 
and You Were Made For Me.

‘NAT’ YOUNG (Robert Young) born 
in Sydney, NSW - 1947 (78)
* Australian surfer.  In 1968 he won 
the World Surfing Championship 
in the US becoming the first 
person to win the title who wasn’t 
a resident of the host country.  
* He’s written several books on 
surfing. 

KING CHARLES III born in 
Buckingham Palace, England - 
1948 (77)
* King Charles III, formerly The 
Prince of Wales.  He became the 
longest-serving heir to the throne 
in British history. In 1996 he was 
divorced from Princess Diana 
after both admitted to adultery.  
They had two sons, William and 
Harry. In April 2005 he married 
his longtime companion Camilla 
Parker Bowles.  
* He was treated for an enlarged 
prostate in January 2024, doctors 
discovered cancer, and he is still 
undergoing treatment.
* In late 2023 the Australian 
Government released the effigy of 
King Charles III on the $1 coin. 

STEPHEN BISHOP born in San 
Diego, California - 1951 (74)
* American singer.  His biggest hit 
single was in 1977 with On And 
On.  He also recorded It Might 
Be You, theme to the 1982 hit 
movie Tootsie - that starred Dustin 
Hoffman.
* He wrote Separate Lives which 
was a hit for Phil Collins and 
Marilyn Martin in 1985.

JOHN ANDERSON born in 
Mullaley, NSW - 1956 (69)
* Australian politician.  He served 
as the Deputy Prime Minister 
of Australia and leader of the 
National Party from July 1999 to 
July 2005.   
* In 2017 he launched a web-bsed 
interview program, Conversations 
with John Anderson, featuring 
interviews with public intellectuals.

PAUL McGANN born in Liverpool, 
England - 1959 (66) 
* English actor.  He was the 8th 
actor to star in the Dr Who TV 
series in the 1996 season.  He is 
also well known for playing Mark 
North in the TV drama Luther.

PATRICK WARBURTON born in 
Paterson, New Jersey - 1964 (61)
* US actor.  He starred in the TV 
sit-com Rules Of Engagement 
(2007-2013).  He also played 
David Puddy, boyfriend of Elaine, 
in TV’s Seinfeld (1995-1998) and 
Al Burnett in the Australian film 
The Dish (2000).  He can be seen 
as the narrator Lemony Snicket in 
the Netflix TV program A Series Of 
Unfortunate Events. 

ADAM GILCHRIST born in 
Bellingen, NSW - 1971 (54)
* Australian cricketer.  The former 
Australian Test captain also played 
for Western Australia and NSW.  
He is considered to be one of the 
best wicket-keeper-batsmen in the 
history of the game.   
* He achieved the record for most 
dismissals by a wicket keeper in 
One Day international cricket.  The 
record was beaten in 2015. 
* Gilchrist held the world record 
for the most dismissals by a wicket-
keeper in One Day International 
(ODI) cricket until it was surpassed 
by Kumar Sangakkara in 2015 and 
the most by an Australian in Test 
cricket.
* In 2003 he won the Allan Border 
Medal.

LARA GIDDINGS born in Goroka, 
Papua New Guinea - 1972 (53)
* Australian politician. She was the 
44th Premier of Tasmania from 
24 January 2011 until 31 March 
2014, the first woman to hold the 
position. 

BEVERLEY O’CONNOR born in 
South Africa - 1973 (52)
* Melbourne journalist and 
broadcaster. She currently hosts 
The World on ABC TV News.
She was the weeknight sports 
presenter on Seven News 
Melbourne until January 2005.

MICHALA BANAS born in 
Wellington, NZ - 1978 (47)
* Australian actress.  She played 
Marissa Taylor in Always Greener 
and Kate in McLeod’s Daughters. 
She also appears in the Upper 
Middle Bogan TV comedy 
program.

BROOKE SATCHWELL born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1980 (45)
* Australian actress.  She played 
Sophia in the TV series White Collar 
Blue.  From 1996-2000 she played 
Anne Wilkinson in Neighbours.

JOY WILLIAMS born in Santa Cruz, 
California - 1982 (43)
* US singer.  A winner of four 
Grammy awards, Williams has 
released four solo albums.  She 
performed with John Paul White 
as the Civil Wars from 2009 until 
2014.  The duo sang on Taylor 
Swift’s 2012 single Safe and Sound.  
* Early in her career she released 
five Christian music albums.

NATHAN CLEARY born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1997 (28) 
* NRL player.  He’s a co-captain 
of the Penrith Panthers alongside 
Isaah Yeo. The Panthers won four 
NRL premierships from 2021-2024. 
Cleary won the Clive Churchill 
medal again in 2023 as man of the 
match after he inspired the Penrith 
side to come back from a 16 point 
deficit with less than 20 minutes 
to go, the largest successful Grand 
Final turnaround in NRL history. 
* Cleary is the son of the Penrith 
Panthers coach and former player, 
Ivan Cleary. In 2023, Cleary started 
dating Australian Matildas star 
Mary Fowler.

SOFIA KENIN  (Sofia Anna Kenin) 
born in Moscow, Russia - 1998 (27)
* US tennis player. She won the 
2020 Australian Open and finished 
runner-up at the 2020 French 
Open. She has a career-high (WTA) 
ranking of No. 4 in the world and 
is the top-ranked American in 
women’s singles.

BBC went to air in England - 1922. 
* The first words uttered on air 
at 5.33 PM were made by BBC 
announcer Arthur Burrows.  He 
announced: “2LO, Marconi House, 
London, calling.” A song titled 2LO 
Calling was broadcast on all BBC 
radio stations to commemorate 
their 90th anniversary.  The British 
Broadcasting Company (BBC) was 
formed on October 18, 1922.

Britain’s first POP MUSIC CHART 
was published in the New Musical 
Express - 1952.
* No 1 position was held by Al 
Martino with Here In My Heart.  It 
stayed at No 1 for 9 weeks.  Vera 
Lynn had three songs in the top 10.

JERRY LEE LEWIS cut his first 
single End of the Road b/w Crazy 
Arms at Sun Records in Memphis 
- 1956.

EVERLY BROTHERS recorded 
Crying In The Rain - 1961.  
* It was written by Carole King and 
Howard Greenfield. 

US GOVERNMENT committed 
90,000 soldiers to Vietnam - 1965.

FOUR AUSTRALIAN ACTS were in 
the US top 10 selling singles. They 
were: Physical (Olivia Newton- 
John), The Night Owls (Little River 
Band), Here I Am (Air Supply) and 
I’ve Done Everything For You (Rick 
Springfield) - 1981.

MICHAEL JACKSON’s 14-minute 
Thriller video premiered in Los 
Angeles - 1983.  
* It cost over $1 million to produce.

GARY GLITTER was jailed for 4 
months after pleading guilty to 54 
charges of taking and possessing 
degrading and hardcore 
pornographic children’s pictures - 
1999.

DICK JOHNSON raced at Bathurst 
for the final time to conclude his 
35 year touring car career - 1999.

LLEYTON HEWITT won his 2nd 
straight No 1 tennis ranking, 
ending 2002 as the world’s No 1 
tennis player - 2002.

CAIRNS experienced a total 
eclipse of the sun - 2012.  

AL ROKER, US TV weatherman, 
set the new official Guinness 
World Record with a 34 hour 
uninterrupted live TV weather 
report - 2014.

EventsBirthday Bulletin
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Births KEN SUTCLIFFE born in Oberon, 
NSW - 1947 (78)
* Australian TV and sports 
presenter.  He joined TCN-9 in 
1979, producing and presenting 
feature spots on World Of Sport. He 
also was a co-host of Wide World 
of Sports and worked with Graham 
Kennedy in the late ‘80s on the 
late night news program, Coast To 
Coast.  He retired from his role as 
Nine News sports editor and Nine 
News Sydney sport presenter at 
the end of 2016. 

BEVERLY D’ANGELO born in 
Columbus, Ohio - 1951 (74)
* US actress and singer.  She 
starred with Chevy Chase (as his 
wife Ellen Griswald) in the series of 
National Lampoon holiday movies 
and played singer Patsy Cline in A 
Coal Miner’s Daughter (1980).

GERRY CONNOLLY born in 
Rockhampton, Queensland - 1957 
(68)
* Australian comedian, actor and 
impressionist.  Appeared on Fast 
Forward (‘90-’91) and starred in 
The Gerry Connelly Show (1988).  
He is well known for his portrayals 
of the Queen and Sir Jo Bjelke-
Petersen.  In 2015 he toured in the 
stage musical Anything Goes and in 
2022 he took on a role in the stage 
production of Mousetrap.

LEWIS FITZ-GERALD born in 
Adelaide, SA - 1958 (67) 
* Australian actor.  He played Allan 
Marshall in the television series I 
Can Jump Puddles (‘80).  His film 
roles include Breaker Morant (‘80) 
and We Of The Never, Never (‘82).

JEREMY OXLEY  born in Kingscliff, 
NSW - 1961 (64)
* Australian songwriter, singer 
and guitarist. He is best known for 
his work with the Sunnyboys. His 
brother Peter Oxley played bass. 
Their biggest hit single was Alone 
With You (’81).  Their best selling 
albums were Sunnyboys and 
Individuals.

JONNY LEE MILLER born in Surrey, 
England - 1972 (53)
* English actor.  He starred from 
2012-2019 as Sherlock Holmes 
in the TV series Elementary. He 
co-starred with Radha Mitchell in 
the Woody Allen movie Melinda & 
Melinda (2004). In 2022 he joined 
the TV series The Crown.

CHAD KROEGER (Chad Turton) 
born in Alberta, Canada - 1974 (51)
* Canadian singer and musician. 
He is lead vocalist and guitarist 
for Nickelback. His brother Mike 
played bass in Nickelback. Their 
biggest hits from (2000-2009) 
include How You Remind Me, 
Someday, Photograph, Far Away 
and Rockstar.  Their album Here 
And Now (2011) made No 1 in 
Australia. In 2022 they released 
the album Get Rollin’.

SUSIE MARONEY born in Cronulla, 
Sydney - 1974 (51) 
* Australian long distance 
swimmer. In 1997 she made 
world headlines with her record-
breaking swim of the Florida 
Straits - becoming the first person 
to swim from Cuba to the USA.

STEVEN MILES born in Brisbane, 
Queensland - 1977 (48)
* Australian ALP politician.  He 
became the 40th and incumbent 
Premier of Queensland and came 
into office in 2023. Miles led his 
government into the 2024 state 
election but was defeated by the 
opposition Liberal National Party 
led by David Crisafulli.

JED ADCOCK born in Victoria - 
1985 (40)  
* AFL footballer.  Former co-
captain of the Brisbane Lions. 
He made his debut for the Lions 
in 2004. He joined the Western 
Bulldogs in 2016 and played just 6 
games and then retired.

SHAILENE WOODLEY born in San 
Bernardino, California - 1991 (34)
* US actress and environmental 
activist. She starred as Amy 
Juergens in the TV series The 
Secret Life of the American 
Teenager (2008–2013) and also 
appeared in the TV series Big Little 
Lies as Jane Chapman.

First HEARING AID (non-portable) 
was patented by Miller Reese of 
New York - 1901.

ELVIS PRESLEY’s first film Love Me 
Tender premiered in New York - 
1956.

WENDY’S fast food restaurant was 
founded by Dave Thomas in Ohio 
- 1969. 

‘R’ CLASSIFICATION in films was 
introduced  into Australia - 1971.

WEST GATE BRIDGE opened in 
Melbourne - 1978.

JOHN LAWS auctioned off 11 of his 
antique cars - 1994.

MONICA LEWINSKY walked past 
the West Wing at the White House 
and saw PRESIDENT CLINTON 
alone and blurted out: “I’ve got a 
crush on you.”  - 1995.
* A short time later the pair 
spent some time together in the 
President’s back office.

SONY PLAYSTATION went on sale 
in Australia - 1995.  
* It made its debut in Japan in 
December 1994.

MICHAEL JACKSON, 38, married 
DEBBIE ROWE, 37, at the Sheraton 
on the Park Hotel following his 
Sydney concert at the SCG - 1996.
* The couple divorced in 1999.  

HARRIET, a giant Galapagos land 
tortoise, celebrated her 168th 
birthday at the Australia Zoo - 
1998.  
* Died in June 2006 aged 175.

MOST EXPENSIVE HAIR SOLD was 
a mass of hair cuttings from the 
head of ELVIS PRESLEY - 2002.
* They were sold by his personal 
barber, Homer Gilleland, for 
$115,120 to an anonymous bidder.

ROY CLARK, US country singer and 
musician, died aged 85 - 2018.  
* His biggest hit in Australia was 
Yesterday When I Was Young.  He 
was the host of the country music 
TV show Hee Haw that ran from 
1969 to 1997. 

JOHN BLUTHAL, Polish-born 
British-Australian actor, died aged 
89 - 2018.

PAUL GALLEN, former NRL player, 
boxed BARRY HALL, a former 
AFL player, in a 6-round draw at 
Margaret Court Arena - 2019.
* It was a majority draw decision. 

SIZZLER closed their remaining 
nine restaurants in Australia - 
2020.

LEWIS HAMILTON won the 
Turkish Grand Prix and secured his 
seventh drivers’ title, equalling the 
all-time record held by Michael 
Schumacher - 2020.

TAYLOR SWIFT fans purchased a 
record two million tickets for her 
‘Eras Tour’ concert - 2022.
 * This was the most tickets ever 
sold for an artist in one day.

WORLD’S POPULATION reached 8 
billion people according to the 
United Nations - 2022.

Extras

C.W. McCALL (Billie Fries) born in 
Audubon, Iowa - 1928. (Died aged 
93 - 2022)
* US singer.  His 1975 hit Convoy 
went to No 1 in the US and 
Australia and peaked at No 2 in 
England. 

PETULA CLARK (Sally Clark) born in 
Ewell, England - 1932 (93)
* English singer and actress.  Most 
of her ‘60s hit songs were written 
and produced by Tony Hatch 
and Jackie Trent.  They include 
- Downtown, Colour My World, 
The Other Man’s Grass (Is Always 
Greener) and My Love.  She had 
15 straight Top 40 singles. Her last 
chart hit in Australia was in 1973 
with the Wedding Song (There Is 
Love) - written by Paul Stookey. 
* Clark’s stage name “Petula” 
was invented by her father, who 
joked that it was a combination 
of the names of his two former 
girlfriends, Pet and Ulla.
* She co-starred with Peter O’Toole 
in the 1969 movie Goodbye Mr 
Chips.
* She was the first British female 
pop singer to make No 1 in the US 
with Downtown in 1966.
* She had a hit with This Is My 
Song - written by Charles Chaplin.  
He was once her neighbour in 
Switzerland.

SAM WATERSTON born in 
Massachusetts - 1940 (85)
* American actor. He played Jack 
McCoy in the US TV series Law 
And Order (1994-2010).  Received 
an Oscar nomination for his role in 
The Killing Fields (‘84).

FRIDA (Anni-Frid Lyngstadd-
Frederiksson) born in Norway - 
1945 (80)
* Dark haired female vocalist with 
Swedish group Abba.  (Formerly 
married to keyboard player 
Benny.)  She had a solo hit with I 
Know There’s Something Going 
On (‘82) that was written and 
produced by Phil Collins. 
* In 2021 Abba released a new 
album Voyage - 40 years after 
their last album The Visitors (‘81). 
They  also announced a new 
concert experience called Voyage. 
Digital versions of themselves (not 
holograms, their team asserted) 
appear nightly alongside a 
10-piece live band.

Events
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Births ALBY MANGELS (Albertus 
Mangels) born in Holland - 1948 
(77)
* Australian adventurer.  He 
became well known through his 
1980s World Safari documentary 
films. He has digitally remastered 
all of these programs which are 
now available at his website. 
He also produced a series of 
Adventure Bound docos. 

GRIFF RHYS JONES born in Cardiff, 
Wales - 1953 (72)
* Welsh-born comedian.  He co-
starred with Mel Smith in the 
UK comedy series Alas Smith 
And Jones.  They also appeared 
together as part of the Not The 
Nine O'Clock News team. His 
documentary series Mountain, 
for which he climbed 15 British 
peaks was broadcast in 2007. He 
also fronted Greatest Cities of the 
World as well as a variety of Griff’s 
Great Adventures. He starred in 
the Three Men in a Boat series.  

MARY HELGENBERGER born in 
Fremont, Nebraska - 1958 (67)
* US actress. She appeared in 
the TV series’ China Beach (as K 
C Koloski) and CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation (as Catherine 
Willows).

FRANK BRUNO (Franklin Bruno) 
born in London, England - 1961 
(64)
* British boxer.  He’s a former 
European and British heavyweight 
boxing champion and world 
contender. Won 40 of his 45 
professional contests in a 14 year 
professional career.
* In 1991 he suffered a torn retina 
in his right eye and it was feared 
he wouldn’t fight again.  He retired 
in 1996.

TIM FERGUSON born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1963 (62)
* Australian comedian and singer.  
For 10 years he performed with the 
Doug Anthony Allstars.  The trio 
reunited for a series of concerts 
in 2014.  He has hosted a variety 
of TV specials including: Unreal TV 
and the variety game show Don’t 
Forget Your Toothbrush.  
* For many years he's battled 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) and is now 
confined to a wheelchair.
* In 2003 he worked for a period 
as a talk back presenter on 
Melbourne radio station 3AK.

DIANA KRALL born in British 
Columbia, Canada - 1964 (61)
* Canadian jazz pianist and singer.  
The two-time Grammy winner is 
the only jazz singer to have had 
eight albums debut at the top of 
the Billboard Jazz Albums chart. 
* She married Elvis Costello in 
2003 at Elton John’s mansion.  It 
was Costello's third marriage. 

LISA BONET born in San Francisco, 
California - 1967 (58)
* American actress.  She played 
Denise Huxtable in The Cosby 
Show but left the series at the 
end of 1987 to star in a spin off - A 
Different World.  
* Her marriage to rock singer Lenny 
Kravitz ended in 1991.  Apparently 
his song It's Not Over Til It's Over 
was about their relationship.

ALEXANDER POPOV born in Russia 
- 1971 (54)
* Russian swimmer.  Winner 
of four Olympic gold medals. 
He’s considered to be one of 
the greatest sprint free style 
swimmers of all time. Popov won 
gold in the 50-metre and 100 m 
freestyle at the 1992 Olympics 
and repeated the feat at the 1996 
Olympic games. 

GIGI EDGLEY born in Perth, WA - 
1977 (48)
* Australian actress, singer and 
daughter of Jenny and Michael 
Edgley. She is best known for 
her roles as Chiana on the series 
Farscape and Lara Knight in 
Rescue: Special Ops.

KATE MILLER-HEIDKE born in 
Brisbane, Queensland - 1981 (44)
* Queensland singer.  Although 
trained as an opera singer, she has 
followed a career in pop music.  
Her 2009 single The Last Day On 
Earth peaked at No 3 locally.  Her 
other hits include Words and Can’t 
Shake It.  Her 2007 debut album 
Little Eve went gold.
* In 2025, she was the only 
coach on The Voice (Australia) 
who returned for the fourteenth 
season from the previous season.  
* Kate received four nominations 
at the 2007 ARIAs. 
 

QANTAS was registered by Hudson 
Fysh, P J McGinness and Fergus 
McMaster in Winton, Queensland 
- 1920.

LANG HANCOCK, flying low over 
the Pilbara region, discovered 
what turned out to be the world's 
largest deposit of iron ore - 1952.

THE SOUND OF MUSIC opened on 
Broadway - 1959.
* The Rodgers & Hammerstein 
musical starred Mary Martin and 
ran for 1,443 performances.

PATSY CLINE recorded I Fall To 
Pieces - 1960.  
* She died three years later in a 
plane crash.

CLARK GABLE, American actor, 
died aged 59 - 1960.

CLIFF RICHARD recorded Bachelor 
Boy in London - 1962.
* Cliff co-wrote the song with 
Bruce Welch. 

THE ANIMALS recorded Don’t Let 
Me Be Misunderstood - 1964.
* It was a remake of a Nina Simone 
recording.

NORMIE ROWE was awarded a 
gold record for his single Que Sera 
Sera/Shakin' All Over - 1965.

PRINCESS THEATRE in Launceston 
reopened - 1970.
* First built in 1911 and during the 
‘60s it was used as a cinema.

DENNIS LILLEE kicked Javed 
Miandad (Pakistan) who waved 
his bat at the Australian cricketer 
- 1981.

MICHAEL CAINE was knighted by 
the Queen - 2000.
* He was knighted under his real 
name of Maurice Micklewhite.  

LLEYTON HEWITT (Australia), aged 
20, became the youngest year end 
world No 1 tennis player since 
computer rankings began in 1973 
- 2001.

SOCCEROOS defeated Uruguay to 
qualify for the World Cup (2006) 
for the first time since 1974 - 2005.  
* Australia won in a penalty shoot 
out at Sydney’s Telstra Stadium 
before a crowd of 82,698. 

THE BEATLES music catalogue 
became available for downloading 
from Apple’s iTunes - 2010.  
* Within 24 hours 55 of the Top 
200 downloaded tracks were 
Beatles’ songs.

BONO (U2) underwent surgery 
following a bicycle accident in New 
York's Central Park - 2014.
* After five hours surgery he had 
three metal plates and 18 screws 
to repair the damage to his arm.

IAN CRAIG, Australian cricketer, 
died aged 79 - 2014.

W C HANDY (William Christopher 
Handy) born in Florence, Alabama 
- 1873.  (Died aged 84 - 1958)
* American composer and 
bandleader. He was known as 
'The Father of the Blues'. St. Louis 
Blues, was his biggest hit, along 
with Memphis Blues and Beale 
Street Blues. 
* He was played by Nat King Cole 
in the 1958 film St Louis Blues.

TROY SEALS born in Big Hill, 
Kentucky - 1938. (Died aged 86 - 
2025)
* US singer/songwriter. He co-
wrote more than 75 charted 
singles. Among his classics are 
Seven Spanish Angels, Lost in 
the Fifties Tonight and There’s a 
Honky-Tonk Angel (Who’ll Take Me 
Back In).  
* His cousins included musicians 
like Dan Seals and Jim Seals. He 
married singer Jo Ann Campbell.

MAX GILLIES (Maxwell Gillies) 
born in Melbourne, Victoria - 1941 
(84)  
* Australian actor and 
impressionist.  He sent up many big 
name politicians in his TV comedy 
program The Gillies Report.  His 
film credits include The Cars That 
Ate Paris ('74), Great MacArthy 
('75) and Dimboola ('79) - which 
he also co-produced.  

COLIN BURGESS born in Sydney, 
New South Wales - 1946. (Died 
aged 78 - 2023) 
* Australian musician. He was 
the drummer with the Masters 
Apprentices.  Their hits include - 
Undecided ('67), Living In A Child's 
Dream ('67), 5, 10 Man ('69), Turn 
Up Your Radio ('70) and Because I 
Love You ('70).  He was the original 
drummer with AC/DC when they 
began in 1973.

KEN JAMES born in Sydney, NSW 
- 1948 (77)
* Australian actor and chef.  He has 
played in a variety of television and 
stage roles including the character 
Mark Hammond in the '60s Skippy 
television series and Mike O’Brien 
in Sons & Daughters. 
* In 2009, he was diagnosed 
with stage three non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma, which escalated to 
stage four. As of November 2020 
the cancer is in remission.
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ROCK HUDSON (Roy Scherer) born 
in Winnetka, Illinois - 1925.  (Died 
aged 59 - 1985)
* American actor.  He won an 
Oscar nomination in 1956 for 
Giant that also starred Elizabeth 
Taylor and James Dean (in his 
final film role). During the ‘60s he 
was often teamed in movie roles 
with Doris Day.  From 1971-'75 
he starred with Susan St. James in 
the television series McMillan And 
Wife.  One of his final roles was in 
the soap opera Dynasty.  He died 
of AIDS.
* He got his stage name from 
the 'Rock' of Gibraltar and the 
'Hudson' River.  

HAZEL PHILLIPS (Hazel nee 
Lovegrove) born in London, 
England - 1929 (96) 
* Australian actress and TV 
host.  Since the death of Michael 
Charlton in August 2025, she is 
both the oldest living and earliest 
winning of all of the surviving 
Gold Logie winners. She started in 
showbiz in 1956 when she won a 
contest called The Search For Miss 
TV.  Hazel was one of the original 
panellists on Beauty and the Beast 
in 1964 when Eric Baume was the 
first ‘beast’.   In the '60s she also 
hosted the TV program Girl Talk 
which won her a gold Logie in 
1967. She appeared in the 2020 
Netflix movie Love and Monsters 
with Dylan O’Brien. 

PETER COOK born in England - 
1937.  (Died aged 57 - 1995)
* British comedian.  He is best 
known for his work with his 
short comedy partner Dudley 
Moore.  They starred together in 
the television program Not Only.. 
But Also (1965-’71).  He made his 
name in 1960 with Beyond The 
Fringe, a stage satire which played 
in the West End of London and on 
Broadway.  

GORDON LIGHTFOOT born in 
Ontario, Canada - 1938. (Died 
aged 84 - 2023) 
* Canadian singer/songwriter.  He 
had his first worldwide hit in 1971 
with If You Could Read My Mind.  
Sundown ('74) was his biggest hit 
in Australia and his only No 1 US 
hit.  His 1976 single The Wreck Of 
The Edmund Fitzgerald was also a 
big seller.

MARTIN SCORSESE born in New 
York City, New York - 1942 (83)
* US film director. His movies 
include - Taxi Driver ('76), Raging 
Bull ('79), The King of Comedy 
(‘83), The Color Of Money ('86), 
GoodFellas ('90), The Age Of 
Innocence ('93) and The Aviator 
(2004).  Robert De Niro has starred 
in many of his films including 
the 2019 release The Irishman. 
His 2011 family film Hugo was 
nominated for eleven Academy 
Awards, winning five of them.  In 
2011 he directed a documentary 
about the life and music of former 
Beatles member George Harrison.  

BOB GAUDIO born in The Bronx, 
New York - 1942 (83)
* Vocalist with the Four Seasons.  
He wrote most of their hits - 
usually with help from their 
producer Bob Crewe.  Their ‘60s 
songs include Sherry, Big Girls 
Don’t Cry, Rag Doll, Walk Like A 
Man and Dawn (Go Away).  In 
1976 the only original member of 
the Four Seasons was lead vocalist 
Frankie Valli, however Gaudio 
continued to write for the group 
and became their record producer.  

DANNY DEVITO born in Neptune, 
New Jersey - 1944 (81)
* US actor, director and husband to 
actress Rhea Perlman (since 1982).  
He had his first major film role as 
a mental patient in One Flew Over 
The Cuckoo's Nest ('75).  His other 
films include Romancing The Stone 
('83), the sequel Jewel Of The Nile 
('85), Ruthless People ('86), Twins 
('88), War Of The Roses (’89) - 
which he also directed, Batman 
Returns (’92) - as The Penguin, Erin 
Brokovich (2000), Deck The Halls 
(2006) and Dumbo (2019).
* He played Louie De Palma in the 
‘70s television series Taxi.

MARK WILLIAMS born in New 
Zealand - 1953 (72) 
* New Zealand singer.  In 1991 he 
had his first national top 10 hit 
with the Vanda-Young composition 
Show No Mercy.  Since 2006 he’s 
been the lead vocalist with Dragon.

PETE COX born in London, England 
- 1955 (70)
* One half of the UK duo Go West.  
They had two big hits in 1985 with 
We Close Our Eyes and Call Me.  In 
1990 they returned to the charts 
with The King Of Wishful Thinking 
(from the movie Pretty Woman). 

JONATHAN ROSS born in London, 
England - 1960 (65)
* English TV and radio host. His TV 
credits include Friday Night with 
Jonathan Ross and The Jonathan 
Ross Show. He hosted his own 
radio show on BBC Radio 2 from 
1999 to 2010.

DARREN BEADMAN born in 
Kensington, NSW - 1965 (60)
* Australian jockey.  He rode the 
Melbourne Cup winners Kingston 
Rule in 1990 and Saintly in 1996.  
Youngest jockey to be inducted 
into the Australian Hall of Fame 
at the age of 41.  Also first to be 
inducted while still active.  

KATE CEBERANO born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1966 (59)
* Australian singer.  She had 
her first solo hit in 1989 with 
Bedroom Eyes which made No 2 
nationally.  Her other hits include 
Love Dimension, Brave, Pash and 
a revival of I Won't Let You Down. 
Prior to her solo career she was 
lead vocalist with I'm Talking who 
had two top 5 hits in 1986 with Do 
You Wanna Be and Holy Word.  

TANIA ZAETTA born in Merbein, 
Victoria - 1970 (55)
* Australian TV presenter and 
actress.  Starred in four Bollywood 
movies including Salaam Namaste 
and Bunty Aur Babli.  She hosted 
Blue Planet and co-hosted Who 
Dares Wins (with Mike Whitney).  

RACHEL MCADAMS born in 
Ontario, Canada - 1978 (47)
* Canadian actress. She played 
"Queen Bee" in the 2004 hit film 
Mean Girls. Her other films include 
starring roles in The Notebook, 
Wedding Crashers, The Time 
Traveler's Wife, Spotlight and 
Doctor Strange.  She also starred in 
the Sherlock Holmes films starring 
Robert Downey Jr.

ISAAC HANSON (Clarke Isaac 
Hanson) born in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
- 1980 (45)
* US singer/musician. He’s a 
member of the family music group 
Hanson.  The group features his 
older brothers Taylor and Zac.  
They made their chart debut in 
1997 with Mmm Bop.

KARMICHAEL HUNT born in 
Auckland, NZ - 1986 (39)
* New Zealand born Australian 
footballer.  He's played in three 
codes of football – rugby league, 
Australian Rules and rugby union. 
Hunt became the first person in 
Australia to have reached elite 
professional level in three different 
football codes.

First AUSTRALASIAN TENNIS 
CHAMPIONSHIP commenced in 
Melbourne - 1905. 

DOUGLAS ENGELBART, US 
computer engineer, received the 
patent for the first COMPUTER 
MOUSE - 1970.

DENNIS LILLEE was fined $200 for 
kicking Pakistani captain JAVED 
MIANDAD - 1981.

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical 
SUNSET BOULEVARD premiered 
on Broadway - 1994.
* It's based on Billy Wilder's 
Academy Award-winning 1950 
film of the same name.

DAVID DICKS, 18 year old 
Australian sailor, became the 
youngest person to circumnavigate 
the globe solo, non-stop, on the 
10m sloop Sea Flight - 1996.
* The trip took 264 days.

Australia’s first GLORIA JEAN’S 
COFFEE shop opened in Miranda, 
Sydney - 1996.
* Named after Gloria Jean Kvetko.  
Gloria Jean's Coffees began as 
a small coffee and gift shop in 
Chicago in August 1979. 

DON GIBSON, US country singer/
songwriter, died aged 75 - 2003.

ARTHUR CONLEY, US singer who 
sang Sweet Soul Music (’67), died 
aged 57 - 2003.

KIM BEAZLEY referred to ROVE 
McMANUS as Karl Rove (name of 
a US politician) when he extended 
his sympathies to “Karl Rove” 
regarding the death of his wife 
Belinda Emmett - 2006.

TITUS DAY, former manager of 
Guy Sebastian, was jailed for four 
years after he was found guilty by 
a jury of fraudulently embezzling 
$624,675 of Sebastian’s 
earnings, including royalties and 
performance fees, between 2013 
and 2020 - 2022.
* However after serving seven 
months, he was released from jail 
after his convictions were quashed 
by the Court of Criminal Appeal.

MICK FETTES, lead singer for the 
Australian band Madder Lake, 
died aged 65 - 2023.
* Madder Lake was one of the first 
bands signed to Michael Gudins-
ki’s Mushroom Records. Their first 
single Goodbye Lollipop in 1973. It 
reached No. 31 on the Australian 
Top 40 chart.
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ALAN SHEPARD JR born in East 
Derry, New Hampshire - 1923.  
(Died aged 74 - 1998)
* US astronaut.  He was the first 
American in space in 1961.  In 
1969 he commanded the Apollo 
14 moon-landing mission.  On the 
moon he took a six-iron and hit 
some golf balls into space.  

LINDA EVANS (Linda Evanstad) 
born in Connecticut - 1942 (83)
* American actress.  She played 
Krystle, wife of Blake Carrington, 
in the ‘80s US soap series Dynasty.  
In the 1960s she had a starring role 
in the TV series The Big Valley.

JAMESON PARKER (Francis 
Jameson Parker Jr) born in 
Baltimore, Maryland - 1947 (78)
* American actor.  He starred as 
A.J. Simon in the ‘80s TV series 
Simon & Simon.

ROSS WILSON born in Melbourne, 
Victoria - 1947 (78)
* Australian singer, songwriter 
and guitarist.  He’s the founder 
and lead vocalist with Daddy Cool. 
Daddy Who? Daddy Cool was the 
biggest selling Australian album 
in 1971.  It contained the giant hit 
Eagle Rock (which Wilson wrote) 
and the follow-up Come Back 
Again. He’s also headed the group 
Mondo Rock who had several hits 
including - State Of The Heart, 
Chemistry and Summer Of ‘81.  
* In 1974 he produced Skyhooks 
top selling album Living In The 
70’s. In 1982 his then-wife Pat 
Wilson had a hit with Bop Girl.
* He wrote Touch of Paradise and 
We’re No Angels which were both 
hits for John Farnham.

GRAHAM PARKER born in East 
London, England - 1950 (75)
* English singer.  His group Graham 
Parker and the Rumour had hits 
from 1976-1980 including Hey 
Lord, Don’t Ask Me Questions, 
Protection and Life Gets Better.

PETER BEATTIE born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1952 (73)
* Former Queensland Premier.  The 
ALP leader was elected to power 
in the 1998 state election.  In 2006 
he was elected for another term 
as Premier however he stepped 
down from his role in September 
2007 and retired from politics.  

DAVID HIRSCHFELDER  born in 
Ballarat, Victoria - 1960 (65)
* Australian musician. As a 
musician he has been a member 
of  Little River Band  (’83-’86) 
and  the John Farnham Band. 
He has composed film scores 
for films, including  Strictly 
Ballroom,  Australia,  The Water 
Diviner and The Dressmaker. 

KIM WILDE (Kim Smith) born in 
London, England - 1960 (65)
* British singer and TV presenter.  
Her first hit was in 1981 with Kids 
In America followed by Chequered 
Love, Cambodia, View From A 
Bridge, You Keep Me Hangin’ 
On and If I Can’t Have You.  She 
is also well known in the UK as 
a presenter on the TV program 
Better Gardens.  
* She’s the daughter of singer 
Marty Wilde who had his biggest 
hit down under with Abergavenny.

ELIZABETH PERKINS born in 
Queens, New York - 1960 (65)
* US actress.  She played Celia in 
the TV series Weeds (2005-2009).  
Her films include Big (’88) and The 
Flintstones (’94) - playing Wilma.

ANTHONY WARLOW born in 
Wollongong, NSW - 1961 (64)
* Australian singer.  He has 
starred in numerous local stage 
productions including Phantom 
Of The Opera, Les Miserables, The 
Secret Garden, Jeckyll and Hyde, 
The Pirates of Penzance and Annie.
* In 1996 he toured Australia with 
Sarah Brightman performing the 
songs of Andrew Lloyd Webber.  
* In 1998 he toured Australia with 
Olivia Newton-John and John 
Farnham.

ANDREW ‘TWIGGY’ FORREST 
(John Andrew Forrest) born in 
Perth, WA - 1961 (64)
* Australian businessman. Forrest 
started his first mining company, 
Anaconda Nickel in 1994. Nine 
years later, he founded Fortescue 
Metals Group. 
* With an assessed net worth of 
A$33.29 billion according to the 
Financial Review 2023 Rich List, 
Forrest was ranked as the second 
richest Australian.
* ‘Twiggy’ was his schoolboy 
nickname. He got the name 
‘Twiggy’ as a nine year old who 
was “too skinny to be a forest, let 
alone a tree.”

OWEN WILSON born in Dallas, 
Texas - 1968 (57)
* US actor.  His films include 
Shanghai Noon (with Jackie Chan), 
the sequel Shanghai Knights, Meet 
The Parents, Wedding Crashers, 
You, Me and Dupree, Marley And 
Me, Midnight In Paris and Wonder.  
He has been in about a dozen films 
with fellow actor and good friend 
Ben Stiller.  They include Starsky 
And Hutch, Zoolander and A Night 
At The Museum. 

PETA WILSON born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1970 (55)  
* Australian actress.  She starred 
in the US TV series Nikita (aka La 
Femme Nikita) from 1997-2001. 
She had a major role in the 2003 
film The League Of Extraordinary 
Gentlemen.

CHLOE SEVIGNY born in 
Massachusetts - 1974 (51)
* US actress and model.  She was 
nominated for a Best Actress Oscar 
for her role in the 1999 film Boys 
Don’t Cry.  She had the lead role in 
the TV series Big Love and can also 
be seen in the Bloodline series.

MATT WELSH born in Melbourne, 
Victoria - 1976 (49)
* Olympic swimmer.  At the Sydney 
Olympics in 2000, he won three 
Olympic medals - two silvers and a 
bronze. He achieved the Australian 
record in the 100 metre backstroke 
in 1998.
* He married Lauren Newton, 
daughter of Bert and Patti, in 
2006.  They were wed at the same 
Melbourne church that Lauren’s 
parents were married in.

TRENT BARRETT born in Temora, 
NSW - 1977 (48)
* Australian rugby league player.  
He played with the Dragons from 
1999-2006.  From 1996-1998 he 
played with Illawarra Steelers.  
He also played with the Wigan 
Warriors from 2007-2008 and 
Cronulla-Sutherland from 2009-
2010. He’s now the assistant coach 
of the Brisbane Broncos. He’s also 
a former head coach of the Manly-
Warringah Sea Eagles and the 
Parramatta Eels.

JOSH HEUSTON (Joshua Heuston) 
born in Sydney, NSW - 1996 (29)
* Australian actor. He plays the 
role of Dusty in Heartbreak High 
(2022–present), a Netflix reboot 
of the 1990s series of the same 
name. 
* His screen acting debut came in 
the TV series Dive Club that was 
filmed on the Great Barrier Reef in 
Port Douglas.

TEDDY BEAR was named after 
US President Teddy Roosevelt 
by Brooklyn toymaker Morris 
Michtom - 1902.

MICKEY MOUSE made his debut 
in the cartoon Steamboat Willie 
at the Colony Theatre in New York 
City - 1928.

WA played in their first Sheffield 
Shield match and defeated SA in 
Perth by an innings and 124 runs 
- 1947.

BEN-HUR, starring Charlton 
Heston, premiered at Loew’s 
Theatre in New York - 1959.
* It won 11 Academy Awards 
including Best Picture and Best 
Director. The original was made 
in 1925. The story was based 
on General Lew Wallace’s novel 
published in 1880.

PUSH BUTTON TELEPHONES 
were introduced by America’s Bell 
Telephone company - 1963. 

MARC BOLAN (previously known 
as Toby Tyler - born Mark Feld) 
released his first single The Wizard 
- 1965.
* It flopped and it wasn’t until 
1970 that he had his first T Rex hit 
with Ride A White Swan.

CALVIN & HOBBES comic strip, 
written by Bill Watterson, made its 
newspaper debut - 1985.

PAUL McCARTNEY’s birth 
certificate sold for $18,000 at 
auction - 1990.

TITANIC movie had its UK premiere 
in England - 1997.
* The world premiere was in Tokyo 
on November 1, 1997.

MICHAEL DOUGLAS, aged 56, 
married CATHERINE ZETA-JONES, 
aged 31 - 2000.

WALK THE LINE movie (based on 
the life of Johnny Cash), starring 
Joaquin Phoenix and Reese 
Witherspoon, opened in US - 2005.

MINECRAFT computer game 
launched in USA - 2011. 

JONAH LOMU, New Zealand 
rugby player, died aged 40 of a 
heart attack linked to his kidney 
disease - 2015.

MALCOLM YOUNG, AC/DC rhythm 
guitarist, died aged 64 - 2017. 
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LARRY KING (Lawrence Zeiger) 
born in Brooklyn, New York - 1933. 
(Died aged 87 - 2021) 
* US radio and TV talk host.  He 
became prominent as an all-night 
national radio broadcaster starting 
in 1978, and then, in 1985, began 
hosting the nightly interview TV 
program Larry King Live on CNN.  
In June 2010, it was announced 
that he would step down as host 
of the show but would continue 
to host specials for CNN.  His last 
show aired on December 16, 2010.  
* He married eight times to seven 
different women.

DICK CAVETT (Richard Cavett) 
born in Nebraska - 1936 (89)
* US television personality and talk 
show host. He appeared regularly 
on television in the US in five 
consecutive decades, the 1960s 
through to the 2000s.

TED TURNER (Robert Edward 
Turner) born in Cincinnati, Ohio - 
1938 (87)
* Owner and founder of CNN 
(Cable News Network) and Vice-
Chairman of Time Warner. From 
1991-2001 he was married to Jane 
Fonda. 
* In 1991 Time Magazine named 
him Man of The Year. 

CALVIN KLEIN (Richard Klein) born 
in The Bronx, New York - 1942 (83)
* US fashion designer.  In 1968 he 
established Calvin Klein Limited, 
which produces clothes and 
accessories bearing his hallmark 
of simple, elegant lines and luxury 
materials.

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE (John 
Cabe) born in Sydney, NSW - 1948.  
(Died aged 61 - 2010)
* Australian pop singer.  He had 
two No 1 hits in 1974 with the 
Harry Vanda/George Young songs 
Can’t Stop Myself From Loving You 
and My Little Angel.   

ROBIN JOLLEY (Leslie Barnett) 
born in - 1950 (75)
* Australian singer.  He had his 
biggest hit in 1972 with the Brian 
Cadd/Don Mudie song Marshall’s 
Portable Music Machine.  
* He once worked at Channel 10 
as a producer of Bert Newton’s 
morning program Good Morning 
Australia.

ALLISON JANNEY born in Boston, 
Massachusetts - 1959 (66) 
* US actress.  She won the 
Academy Award for Best 
Supporting actress for her role 
in the movie I, Tonya. She played 
C. J. Cregg on the TV drama The 
West Wing (1999–2006). In 2014 
and 2015, she won the Emmy for 
Outstanding Supporting Actress 
in a Comedy Series for her role as 
Bonnie Plunkett on the TV sitcom 
Mom (2013 - 2021).

MEG RYAN (Margaret Hyra) born 
in Fairfield, Connecticut - 1961 
(64)
* US actress.  Her films include 
When Harry Met Sally, Top Gun, 
The Presidio, Sleepless In Seattle, 
French Kiss, You’ve Got Mail and 
City of Angels.
* Her only marriage was to 
actor Dennis Quaid. In 2018 she 
became engaged to singer John 
Mellencamp but they split in 2019.

JODIE FOSTER (Alicia Foster) born 
in Los Angeles, California - 1962 
(63)
* US actress and director.  Her 
major movies include - Alice 
Doesn’t Live Here Anymore (‘74), 
Bugsy Malone (‘76), Taxi Driver 
(‘76), Accused (‘89), The Silence Of 
The Lambs (‘90), Sommersby (‘93), 
Maverick (‘94), Anna & The King of 
Siam (’99), Panic Room (2002) and 
The Beaver (2011). She starred in 
Season 4 of True Detective. 
* In 1989 she received an Academy 
Award nomination for her role 
as a victim of rape in the movie 
Accused.  

MARK THOMPSON born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1963 (62)
* Australian Rules footballer. 
‘Bomber’ played 202 games for 
Essendon from 1983-1996 playing 
in their 1984-’85 premiership 
sides.  He also led Essendon in 
their 1993 premiership win.  In 
2000 he was appointed coach of 
the Geelong Football Club and 
in 2007 coached them to their 
first premiership since 1963.  
They also won again in 2009.  He 
stepped down as coach in October 
2010.  In 2014 he was appointed 
fulltime coach of Essendon when 
James Hird was suspended for 
12 months for bringing the game 
into disrepute. Thompson only 
coached Essendon for that one 
season.

DOUGLAS HENSHALL born in 
Glasgow, Scotland - 1965 (60) 
* Scottish actor. He is best known 
for his roles as Professor Nick 
Cutter in the British science fiction 
series Primeval (2007–2011) and 
detective Jimmy Perez in the crime 
drama Shetland (2013-2022).

ALEX LLOYD (Alex Wasiliev) born 
in Sydney, NSW - 1974 (51)
* Australian singer. His biggest hit 
single is Amazing (2001).  His 2001 
album Watching Angels Mend 
went double platinum and his 
third album Distant Light released 
in 2003 featured three songs that 
have made the Australian top 40 
singles charts.
* He won two ARIA awards for 
“Male Artist of the Year” in 2000 
and 2002. 

PETER STEFANOVIC born in 
Darlinghurst, NSW - 1981 (44)
* Australian journalist and brother 
of Karl Stefanovic. He is currently a 
co-host of First Edition on Sky News 
Australia. Peter has previously 
been co-host of Weekend Today, a 
senior reporter on Nine News and 
a reporter for 60 Minutes.
* He married TV journalist Sylvia 
Jeffreys.

ADAM DRIVER was born in San 
Diego, California - 1983 (42) 
* US actor.  He played Adam 
Sackler in the TV series Girls. He 
also played the main antagonist 
Kylo Ren in the Star Wars sequel 
trilogy, first in The Force Awakens 
(2015), followed by The Last Jedi 
(2017). He also reprised the role in 
Star Wars: The Rise Of Skywalker 
(2019).

CAMERON BANCROFT born in 
Attadale, WA - 1992 (33) 
* Australian cricketer. He is 
currently contracted to Western 
Australia in Australian first class 
cricket, and Sydney Thunder in the 
Big Bash League. He made his Test 
debut for the Australian national 
team in November 2017. 
* In March 2018, he admitted 
to ball tampering against South 
Africa. During the match, TV 
footage showed Bancroft rubbing 
the ball with sandpaper. He was 
suspended.

DAVID SWALLOW born in Perth, 
Western Australia - 1992 (33)
* AFL player.  He began playing 
for the Gold Coast Suns in 2011. 
Swallow served as Gold Coast 
co-captain from 2019-2021.  His 
brother Andrew was a captain 
with the North Melbourne football 
club.

Events
ABRAHAM LINCOLN delivered 
his famous Gettysburg Address in 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania - 1863.

SUNDAY TELEGRAPH was first 
published in Sydney - 1939.

SLIM DUSTY, aged 19, recorded his 
first disc When The Rain Tumbles 
Down In July - 1946.

PRINCE RAINIER III became the 
30th ruling Prince of Monaco - 
1949.

SAMMY DAVIS JNR, 29 year old US 
entertainer, lost his left eye, the 
result of a car accident - 1954.

ABC television (then ABV-2) 
opened in Melbourne - 1956.

BOBBY GOLDSBORO recorded the 
single Little Things - 1964.

NANCY SINATRA recorded the 
single These Boots Were Made For 
Walkin’ - 1965. 
* It made No 1 in the US, UK and 
Australia. It was written by Lee 
Hazlewood.  

PELE scored his 1,000th goal in Rio 
De Janeiro - 1969.

LITTLE RIVER BAND peaked at No 
14 on the US chart with Help Is On 
It’s Way - 1977.

MILLI VANILLI were stripped of 
their Grammy Award for Best New 
Talent following the discovery that 
they had only mimed their hit 
songs - 1990.

BOBBY RUSSELL, American singer/
songwriter, died aged 52 of heart 
disease - 1992.

SAVING PRIVATE RYAN opened in 
Australian cinemas - 1998.
* The film was nominated for 
eleven Academy Awards. The film 
won five including Best Director for 
Stephen Spielberg; his second win 
in that category. 

VINCENT VAN GOGH’S ‘Portrait 
of the Artist Without Beard’ sold at 
auction for US$71.5 million - 1998.

GUY SEBASTIAN, 22 year old 
Adelaide singer, was voted the 
Australian Idol winner - 2003.

ROBBIE WILLIAMS, UK singer, 
entered the Guinness Book of 
Records by selling more than 1.6 
million tickets for his world tour in 
just one day - 2005.
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Massachusetts - 1942 (83)
* American singer. He had one 
worldwide No 1 hit in 1970 with 
Spirit In The Sky.  He says: "If I can 
say it, thank you all you guys who 
made movies, you kept me alive."  

JOE BIDEN (Joseph Robinette 
Biden Jr) born in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania - 1942 (83)
* 46th President of the USA. In 
April 2023 Joe Biden he formally 
announced his bid for reelection as 
president in 2024. However in July 
2024, under intense pressure from 
several leading Democrats—Biden 
ended his candidacy and endorsed 
Vice Pres. Kamala Harris to be the 
Democratic Party’s presidential 
nominee. In ending his campaign, 
Biden became the first president 
since Lyndon B. Johnson in 1968 to 
not seek reelection.

JOE WALSH (Joseph Fidler) born in 
Cleveland, Ohio - 1947 (78)
* American rock guitarist. He had a 
1973 solo hit with Rocky Mountain 
Way.  He also charted with Life’s 
Been Good (‘78). In 1975 he 
joined the Eagles in 1975 replacing 
Bernie Leadon.  He reunited with 
the band when they embarked on 
their 'Hell Freezes Over' world tour. 
* In 2008, Walsh married Marjorie 
Bach, Ringo Starr's sister-in-law 
which means Ringo is now his 
brother-in-law. Walsh would 
produce Starr's solo album, Old 
Wave. In 1989, their friendship 
would tighten as Starr would bring 
Walsh into his First All-Starr Band 
as a multi-instrumentalist.

BO DEREK (Mary Collins) born in 
Long Beach, California - 1956 (69)
* US actress.  Her most successful 
movie role was 10 ('79) - which 
starred Dudley Moore.  Most of 
her other films have been box-
office bombs.
* She married actor/director John 
Derek in 1974 when she was 18 and 
he was 48!  They stayed together 
until his death in 1998.  Since 2002 
she's been in a relationship with 
actor John Corbett. They married 
in 2020.

SEAN YOUNG (Mary Sean Young) 
born in Louisville, Kentucky - 1959 
(66)
* US actress.  Her films include - 
Blade Runner, Dune, Wall Street 
and Ace Ventura: Pet Detective.

McDONALDS president Edward 
Rensi made the company’s 50 
billionth burger at New York City’s 
Grand Hyatt Hotel - 1984.

MARVIN GAYE's father Marvin 
Gaye Snr received five years 
probation for killing his son, 
who is judged to have "tragically 
provoked" the shooting - 1984.  
* He received a six year suspended 
sentence and five years probation.

A BUGATTI ROYALE sold at auction 
for a world record price for a motor 
vehicle of $14.12 million - 1987.

QUEEN ELIZABETH’s residence at 
Windsor Castle suffered extensive 
damage due to fire - 1992.

PRINCESS DIANA acknowledged 
adultery and questioned the 
suitability of Prince Charles to 
become the King of England in an 
hour long television interview - 
1995.

HEY HEY IT'S SATURDAY ended 
after 28 years on Channel 9 - 1999.

ROBERT ALTMAN, US director, 
died aged 81 - 2006.  
* He directed the ‘70s films MASH, 
McCabe and Mrs Miller and 
Nashville.  

SUSAN BOYLE’s album I Dreamed 
A Dream was released in Australia 
and became the biggest selling 
album of the year - 2009.  

SUSAN BOYLE’s album The Gift 
became the first Christmas album 
to ever top the UK chart - 2010.

ADELE released her 3rd album 25 
globally - 2015.
* It was nearly five years after her 
previous album, the internationally 
successful 21 (2011). It was a 
massive commercial success, 
debuting at No 1 in 32 countries.

SCOTT ENGLISH (born Sheldon 
English), US singer who had a 
hit with Brandy (re-titled Mandy 
when recorded by Barry Manilow), 
died aged 81 - 2018. 
* He co-wrote the hits Bend Me, 
Shape Me (American Breed), Ciao 
Baby (Lynne Randell), and Help Me 
Girl (Eric Burdon & The Animals).

TED HOPKINS, Australian Rules 
player with Carlton football club, 
died aged 74 - 2023. 
* Hopkins came off the bench 
at half time in the 1970 grand 
final and kicked four played one 
more VFL game for Carlton before 
retiring.

JOEL McHALE born in Rome, Italy 
- 1971 (54)
* US actor and comedian.  He 
played Jeff Winger in the TV 
comedy Community from 2009-
2015. He hosted the TV program 
Soup from 2004-2015.

NATHAN “GARRY” LYON born in 
Young, NSW - 1987 (38)
* Australian cricketer.  He made 
his Test debut in 2011.  He's played 
Domestic cricket for the ACT 
Comets, Adelaide Strikers, and the 
Sydney Sixers. He holds the record 
for the most Test wickets taken 
by an Australian off-spin bowler, 
after passing Hugh Trumble's 141 
wickets in 2015.

RHYS WAKEFIELD born in Cairns, 
Queensland - 1988 (37)
* Australian actor.  He played Lucas 
Holden in TV’s Home And Away 
from 2005 until 2008.

MICHAEL CLIFFORD born in 
Sydney, NSW - 1995 (30)
* Australian musician.  He plays 
guitar and is a vocalist with the 
band 5 Seconds Of Summer.  In 
2022 their 5th album 5SOS5 
became their 5th No 1 album in 
Australia. It made No 1 in UK and 
No 2 in US. Their 2020 album 
Calm earned the band their fourth 
consecutive No 1 in Australia 
which means they became the 
second Australian band in history 
to have their first four full-length 
studio albums to debut at No 1 on 
the ARIA album chart. Their 2014 
debut single She Looks So Perfect 
made No 1 in Australia and the UK.  

ROLLS-ROYCE company was 
formed by Charles Rolls and 
Frederick Royce - 1906.
* On this same day in 1931 they 
bought up Bentley Motors.

PRINCESS ELIZABETH ALEXANDRA 
MARY, 21, married LIEUTENANT 
PHILIP MOUNTBATTEN, 26, in 
Westminster Abbey - 1947.
* It was the longest marriage of a 
British sovereign. Their marriage 
lasted 73 years until the death of 
Prince Philip in 2021.

CABARET musical debuted at the 
Broadhurst Theatre - 1966.

BOBBY DAZZLER, starring Johnny 
Farnham, began on Australian 
television - 1977.
* Maurie Fields played Bobby 
Dazzler's (Farnham) manager 
and father.  After 14 episodes the 
comedy series ceased production.

Events

ROBERT KENNEDY born in 
Brookline, Massachusetts - 1925.  
(Died aged 42 - 1968)
* US senator.  After completing a 
statement claiming victory in the 
1968 California primary, he was 
shot dead by an assassin at the 
Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles.  
At his funeral his younger brother 
Senator Edward Kennedy paid 
tribute to him saying - “My brother 
need not be idealised or enlarged 
in death beyond what he was in 
life ... as he said many times, in 
many parts of this nation .... some 
men see things as they are and say 
why? I dream things that never 
were and say, why not.”
* He died just four and a half 
years after the assassination of his 
brother President John F. Kennedy.  
His son Michael died aged 39 in a 
skiing accident on New Year’s eve 
1997.  His son David died of a drug 
overdose in 1984.
* His widow Ethel died aged 96 in 
April 2024. They were married in 
1950 and had 11 children. 
* His son Robert Francis Kennedy 
Jr. also known by his initials RFK Jr. 
is an American politician.

ESTELLE PARSONS born in Lynn, 
Massachusetts - 1927 (98)
* US actress.  She won an Academy 
Award for Best Supporting Actress 
in the 1967 hit movie Bonnie And 
Clyde. In 2016 she appeared in 3 
episodes of Grace And Frankie.
* She played Roseanne’s mother in 
the TV sit-com Roseanne.

SIR JAMES HARDY born in Seacliff, 
SA - 1932. (Died aged 90 - 2023)
* Australian yachtsman. 
‘Gentleman Jim’ was a champion 
yachtsman and won gold at 
the Olympic Games. He was a 
Chairman of the Hardy Wine 
Company which is one of 
Australia's largest wine producers.  
He died in Adelaide in June 2023.
* He married singer/model/TV 
presenter Joan McInnes, 46, in 
1991.  It was the second marriage 
for both.

DICK SMOTHERS born in New York 
City, New York - 1938 (87) 
* American comedian and singer.  
In the '60s he and his older brother 
Tommy (who died in 2023) hosted 
their own Smothers Brothers TV 
variety show.
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Births GOLDIE HAWN born in 
Washington, D.C. - 1945 (80)
* American actress. She began 
her career as a regular in the 
‘60s comedy program Laugh In, 
often playing the part of a dumb 
blonde.  She won an Academy 
Award for Best Actress for her 
role in Cactus Flower (‘69).  Her 
other movies include Foul Play 
(‘78), Private Benjamin (‘80) and 
Overboard (‘87) which co-starred 
Kurt Russell.  Her ‘90s films include 
Bird On a Wire, Housesitter (with 
Steve Martin), Death Becomes Her 
and First Wives Club.  In 1999 she 
once again teamed up with Steve 
Martin to star in the re-make of 
the The Outer Towners.  In 2002 
she starred in the film The Banger 
Sisters (2002).
* She has been in a relationship 
with Kurt Russell since 1983. Her 
daughter Kate Hudson is also an 
actress.

GLENN RIDGE born in Adelaide, SA 
- 1955 (70)
* Australian TV presenter. Host of 
Sale of The Century from 1991-
2001. He took over the role from 
Tony Barber in 1991. He also 
hosted the Car Show on Channel 9. 
* In 1980 he made his TV debut 
as host of ‘Breezin’, a weekly 
music video program on regional 
television.  He also hosted the TV 
shows Off the Record and Kid’s 
Only on VIC TV in Ballarat.

NICOLLETTE SHERIDAN born in 
England - 1963 (62)
* British born American actress.  
She played Edie Britt in TV’s 
Desperate Housewives.   From 
1986-1993 she played Paige 
Matheson in Knot’s Landing.  From 
2018-2019 she played Alexis in 
Dynasty.
* She was briefly married to 
actor Harry Hamlin.  She became 
engaged to singer Michael Bolton 
in 2006.  They separated in 2008.

BJORK (Bjork Gudmundsdottir) 
born in Iceland - 1965 (60)
* Icelandic singer.  In 1996 Bjork 
had one of her biggest hits with 
a revival of It’s Oh So Quiet.  Her 
second album Post peaked at No 2 
in Australia.  
* She won the Best Female 
Performance award at the 2000 
Cannes Film Festival for her 
starring role in the film Dancer In 
The Dark. 

JUSTIN LANGER born in Perth, WA 
- 1970 (55)
* Australian cricketer.  He’s played 
for Western Australia, Australia 
and Middlesex.  He made his Test 
debut, 1992-1993 and made an 
impressive 127 in a Test winning 
partnership with Adam Gilchrist 
against Pakistan in Hobart 
1999/2000. Made his highest Test 
score of 250 against England in 
Melbourne in 2002/03. He’s also 
a former coach of the Australia 
men’s national team.  
* He holds the record for the most 
runs scored at first-class level by 
an Australian. As Australia’s coach, 
he led the team to victory in the 
2021 T20 World Cup.

JUSTINE CLARKE born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1971 (54) 
* Australian actress and jazz 
vocalist.  She is well known for 
playing Roo Stewart in Home And 
Away. She played Bernadette in 
the ABC television series The Time 
of Our Lives, the divorced wife of 
Frank Woodley in the 2012 ABC 
comedy Woodley and appeared in 
the mini-series Come In Spinner as 
well as the TV series Tangle (2009-
2012).
* She played a “feral child” (Anna 
Goanna) in the film Mad Max 3 - 
Beyond Thunderdome and starred 
in the short-lived TV series The 
Surgeon.  
* She was a presenter on Play 
School for over 20 years and has 
released music DVDs for children.

CARLY RAE JEPSEN born in British 
Columbia, Canada - 1985 (40)
* Canadian singer/songwriter.  In 
2007, she placed third in the fifth 
season of Canadian Idol.  In 2012 
she made No 1 in Australia with 
the single Call Me Maybe.  It also 
made No 1 in 18 other countries.  
The single Good Time that she 
recorded with Owl City made No 5 
in Australia in 2012.

COLLEEN BALLINGER born in Santa 
Barbara, California - 1986 (39)  
* US comedienne.  She is best 
known for playing the character 
of Miranda Sings.  She has posted 
more than 400 comical videos on 
YouTube.  She also starred in her 
Netflix TV sit com Haters Back Off.

ISAIAH FIREBRACE born in 
Portland, Victoria - 1999 (26) 
* Australian singer.  He was the 
winner of eighth season of The X 
Factor 2016 on his 17th birthday.   
He then represented Australia in 
the Eurovision Song Contest 2017 
with the song Don’t Come Easy, 
where he finished 9th.

GEELONG ADVERTISER, Victoria’s 
oldest morning newspaper, was 
published for the first time - 1840.

THOMAS EDISON announced the 
invention of his “talking machine” 
which became known as the 
gramophone - 1877.

ALBERT EINSTEIN published his 
‘Theory of Relativity’ - 1905. 

JOHN CAIN SNR became Premier 
of Victoria - 1945.

ELVIS PRESLEY took his last 
unaccompanied walk in a city 
street - 1955.

RED DOG, who inspired the 2011 
Australian movie, died aged 8 - 
1979.

THE MGM GRAND FIRE occurred 
at the MGM Grand Hotel and 
Casino, located on the Las Vegas 
Strip in Nevada. The fire killed 
85 people, most through smoke 
inhalation - 1980.
* The fire began from a refrigerated 
pastry display case in one of the 
restaurants, located on the first 
floor. It is the third-deadliest hotel 
fire in modern U.S. history.

THE BEATLES first new song in 25 
years, Free As A Bird, was released 
- 1995.

PHIL SPECTOR was charged with 
the murder of 40-year-old actress 
LANA CLARKSON, 9 months after 
she was found shot at his LA home 
- 2003.

CASEY DONOVAN, aged 16, was 
crowned TV’s Australian Idol - 
2004.

ISAIAH FIREBRACE won The X 
Factor 2016 on his 17th birthday 
- 2016.  

DAVID CASSIDY, US actor and 
singer, died aged 67 of liver failure 
- 2017.
* He played Keith in the ‘70s TV 
sit-com The Partridge Family.  He 
sang lead on their recordings and 
also had solo hits including Cherish 
(‘71) and Rock Me Baby (‘72). 

A rare near-mint condition copy of 
the first MARVEL COMICS book 
sold at auction in Dallas for $1.26 
million - 2019.
* The issue featured the first 
appearances of characters such 
as the Human Torch, Ka-Zar, Angel 
and the Sub-Mariner. 

MARLO THOMAS (Margaret 
Thomas) born in Detroit, Michigan 
- 1937 (88)
* American actress.  The daughter 
of Danny Thomas starred in the TV 
series That Girl! (1966 -’71).
* She married TV talk show host 
Phil Donahue in 1980. He died in 
2024.

JULIET MILLS born in London, 
England - 1941 (84)
* British-American actress.  She’s 
the older sister of Hayley Mills and 
daughter of the late Sir John Mills.  
She starred in the TV series Nanny 
and the Professor (‘70 -’71).
* In 1993 she toured Australia with 
her sister Hayley in the musical 
stage play Fallen Angel.  It was 
the first play that they appeared 
together in.
* She appeared in the 1942 film In 
Which We Serve (with her father) 
at the age of 11 months!

GRAHAME BOND born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1943 (82)
* Australian comedian, actor and 
TV presenter.  He played Aunty 
Jack in the ABC comedy program 
The Aunty Jack Show.  The theme 
song became a No 1 hit single in 
Australia. For six years he was a 
presenter on Better Homes and 
Gardens. He has also appeared 
in the US TV series BeastMaster 
(1999-2001) as The Ancient One.
* Aunty Jack’s most famous line 
started at the home of director 
Peter Weir. Grahame was being 
annoyed by some kids and barked 
- “You horrible little kids, if you do 
that one more time, I’ll rip your 
bloody arms off.”
* From 1990 to 1995 he ran an 
advertising agency.

ROSS D. WYLLIE born in Brisbane, 
Queensland - 1944 (81)
* Australian singer and TV 
compere.  He had two big hits in 
1969 - Funny Man written by Ray 
Stevens and The Star, penned by 
Johnny Young.
* He was the host of the weekend 
TV pop shows Uptight and 
Happening ‘70.  
* In 2003 he hosted and sang at 
a special Uptight revival show 
which featured many of the 
regular performers.  It was held at 
Melbourne’s Palais Theatre.
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TERRY GILLIAM born in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota - 1940 
(85)
* American director and illustrator.  
He was the only non-UK member of 
Monty Python’s Flying Circus.   His 
2009 movie was The Imaginarium 
of Doctor Parnassus.  It was co-
written by Gilliam and was Heath 
Ledger’s final movie.  Gilliam also 
directed Time Bandits (‘81), The 
Adventures Of Baron Munchausen 
(‘88) and The Fisher King (‘91) - 
which starred Robin Williams.

TOM CONTI (Thomas Conti) born 
in Paisley, Scotland - 1941 (84)
* Scottish stage and screen 
actor.  He can be seen in the films 
Reuben Reuben (’83), Saving Grace 
(’85), Shirley Valentine (‘90) and 
Oppenheimer (as Albert Einstein) 
(2023).

GLORIA JEAN (Gloria Jean Kvetko) 
born in US - 1941 (84)
* Founder of Gloria Jean’s Coffees 
along with her husband Ed in 
1979.  It began as a small coffee 
and gift shop in Chicago.  Their first 
shop opened in Australia in 1996. 
They now have about 600 stores in 
40 countries.

JESSE COLIN YOUNG (Perry Miller) 
born in Queens, New York - 1941. 
(Died aged 83 - 2025)
* US vocalist/guitarist.  Founder of 
The Youngbloods.  They had one 
hit in 1969 with Get Together.

BILLIE JEAN KING born in Long 
Beach, California - 1943 (82)
* US tennis player.  She won a 
record 20 titles at Wimbledon from 
1961 to 1979 winning the US Open 
four times and the women’s title 
at Wimbledon on six occasions.
* She beat Bobby Riggs in the 
“Battle of the Sexes” in 1973 and 
pocketed $100,000. 
* She was an inspiration behind 
Elton John’s hit Philadelphia 
Freedom.

GARY DEMPSEY born in Victoria - 
1948 (77)
* VFL footballer.  He played with 
Footscray and North Melbourne.  
He won the Brownlow Medal in 
1975. Dempsey once held the all-
time record for most marks in VFL/
AFL history until his record was 
beaten by Nick Riewoldt.

TINA WEYMOUTH (Martina 
Weymouth) born in Coronado, 
California - 1950 (75)
* Bass guitarist with US band 
Talking Heads.  Her husband Chris 
Frantz was the drummer.  Their 
song Genius Of Love was sampled 
in Mariah Carey’s 1995 hit Fantasy.

JAMIE LEE CURTIS born in Los 
Angeles, California - 1958 (67)
* American actress and children’s 
book author.  She is the daughter 
of Tony Curtis and his former wife 
Janet Leigh (who died in 2004).  
She has appeared in a number of 
horror films but reversed the trend 
when she played the romantic lead 
in the 1988 comedy hit movie A 
Fish Called Wanda.  Her other films 
include True Lies, Freaky Friday and 
Christmas with the Kranks.  She 
starred in the 2018 film Halloween.  
* In 1984 she married Spinal Tap 
star Christopher Guest.

DAVE RENNIE born in Upper Hutt, 
New Zealand - 1963 (62)
* New Zealand and Cook Islands 
professional rugby union coach 
and former player. He was the 
head coach of the Australia 
national rugby union team from 
2020-2023. He has also coached 
the New Zealand sides the Chiefs, 
Manawatu, Wellington, the New 
Zealand U20s, as well as Glasgow 
Warriors in Scotland.

ROBBIE SLATER born in Lancashire, 
England - 1964 (61)
* Australian soccer player.  He 
played for the Socceroos as well as 
first grade football for France and 
England.  He’s now an analyst and 
commentator on FOX Sports.

BORIS BECKER born in Leiman, 
Germany - 1967 (58)
* German tennis player.  In 1985 
at the age of 17 years 7 months 
he became the youngest men’s 
titlist, the first German and 
the first unseeded player to 
win at Wimbledon.  He won at 
Wimbledon on three occasions, 
once at the US Open and at the 
Australian Open in 1991 and 1996. 
* In April 2022 Becker was 
convicted of hiding assets, related 
to a 2017 bankruptcy.  He was 
sentenced to 30 months for his 
crimes, however, he served just 
8 months of his sentence before 
being released in December 2022. 
* He was the coach of Novak 
Djokovic from 2014-2016.

MARK RUFFALO born in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin - 1967 (58) 
* US actor, director, and producer. 
He has portrayed the Marvel 
Comics character Dr. Bruce Banner 
/The Hulk in The Avengers (2012) 
and sequels. His other movies 
include Shutter Island (2010), Now 
You See Me (2013) and sequel, 
Foxcatcher (2014) and Spotlight 
(2015). 

STEVEN KING born in Shepparton, 
Victoria - 1978 (47)
* AFL player.  In September 2025, 
he was appointed as the senior 
coach of Melbourne, starting from 
the 2026 AFL season. A former 
captain of Geelong, he took part 
in Geelong’s 2007 premiership.  A 
month later he was traded to the 
St Kilda football club.  He retired at 
the end of 2010.

LEEANNA WALSMAN born in 
Sydney, NSW - 1980 (45)  
* Australian actress.  Starred as 
Jessica in the Jessica 2004 TV mini-
series.  Played bounty hunter Zam 
Wesell in Star Wars: Episode II - 
Attack Of The Clones.

SCARLETT JOHANSSON born in 
New York - 1984 (41)
* US actress and singer.  Her films 
include The Horse Whisperer 
(’98), Ghost World (2001), The 
Prestige (2006), Nanny Diaries 
(2007), Vicky Christina Barcelona 
(2008), Her (2013), Under The Skin 
(2014) and Jojo Rabbit (2019).  She 
played the Black Widow/Natasha 
Romanoff in the Captain America 
and Avengers movies. 

OSCAR PISTORIUS born in South 
Africa - 1986 (39)
* South African sprinter.  The track-
and-field Paralympic champion 
– known as “Blade Runner” for 
competing with carbon-fiber 
prosthetic legs – was convicted of 
the Valentine’s Day 2013 murder 
of his girlfriend, Reeva Steenkamp. 
He claimed he had mistaken 
her for an intruder hiding in the 
bathroom, but he was arrested 
and charged with murder. In 
January 2024 he was released 
from prison, after serving more 
than eight and a half years of his 
more than 13-year sentence. 

DACRE MONTGOMERY  (Dacre 
Montgomery-Harvey) born in 
Perth, WA - 1994 (31)
* Australian actor. He is known for 
his roles as Billy Hargrove in the US 
TV  series  Stranger Things  (2017–
2022), as  Jason Scott  in the 2017 
film  Power Rangers and as Steve 
Binder in 2022 film Elvis.

 

BIRO ballpoint pen went on sale 
for the first time (invented by 
Hungarian Laszlo Biro) - 1946.

OLYMPIC GAMES commenced in 
Melbourne - 1956.

PRESIDENT JOHN F KENNEDY, 
aged 46, was assassinated in 
Dallas, Texas - 1963.
* On this same day C. S. LEWIS, 
English writer, died aged 64 and 
ALDOUS HUXLEY, British essayist 
and novelist, died aged 69

THE BEATLES released their 
second album With The Beatles in 
the UK - 1963.

THE BEATLES released the two-
record set known as The White 
Album in the UK - 1968.

A CURRENT AFFAIR  was first 
broadcast with  host Mike 
Willesee, screening on the  Nine 
Network  weeknights at 9:30pm - 
1971.

JERRY LEE LEWIS was arrested 
for ‘public intoxication’ and 
possession of a firearm after 
storming the gates of Graceland 
mansion waving a gun and 
demanding to see Elvis Presley - 
1976.

MIKE TYSON, 20, became the 
youngest ever world heavyweight 
boxing champion when he 
defeated Trevor Berbick - 1986.

MARGARET THATCHER resigned 
as Prime Minister of Great Britain 
- 1990.
* She’d been in power since 1979.

TOY STORY, the first computer 
animated motion picture, opened 
in US cinemas - 1995.

MICHAEL HUTCHENCE, INXS lead 
singer, died aged 37 - 1997.
* According to the coroner 
Hutchence deliberately hung 
himself after using a belt as a 
noose at Sydney’s Ritz-Carlton.  

ENGLAND defeated Australia at 
the Telstra Stadium in Sydney to 
win the World Cup rugby final - 
2003.

FRASIER final episode went to air 
on Australian television - 2005.

PETER SENIOR, aged 56, became 
the oldest golfer to win the 
Australian Masters 20 years after 
claiming the title - 2015.
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Births MAXWELL CAULFIELD (Maxwell 
Newby) born in Derbyshire, 
England - 1959 (66) 
* English-American actor. He has 
appeared in films such as Electric 
Dreams (1984), The Boys Next 
Door (1985), Gettysburg (1993), 
Empire Records (1995), The Real 
Blonde (1997) and The Man Who 
Knew Too Little (1997). 

MERV HUGHES (Mervyn Hughes) 
born in Euroa, Victoria - 1961 (64)
* Australian cricketer and Test 
selector.  He played in 53 Tests 
and took 212 wickets.  One of his 
best efforts was in the second Test 
against the West Indies in Perth in 
1988-89 when he took 13 wickets.  
He also played for Victoria and the 
Canberra Comets.
* Well known for his handlebar 
moustache and his open display of 
affection for his fellow players.

TROY DANN born in Alice Springs, 
NT - 1967 (58)
* Australian TV presenter.  He 
fronted the TV program Outback 
Adventures. He was a 1999 Logie 
nominee for Most Popular New 
Male Talent.

DEBORAH KNIGHT born in Coffs 
Harbour, NSW - 1972 (53)
* Australian radio announcer and 
news presenter. She is a presenter 
of Nine News Morning and 
Nine News Afternoon in Sydney 
and host of A Current Affair on 
Saturday. Knight is a former 
presenter of Money News on 2GB. 
In 2019 she co-hosted Today with 
Georgie Gardener. 

NARELDA JACOBS born in Perth, 
Western Australia - 1975 (50)
*  Australian TV presenter and 
journalist. She was a co-host on 
Studio 10 and a news presenter for 
Ten News First: Midday.

ASAFA POWELL born in Jamaica - 
1982 (43) 
* Jamaican sprinter.  He specialised 
in the 100 metres. He held the 100 
m world record between 2005 and 
May, with times of 9.77 and 9.74 
seconds respectively. At the 2016 
Rio Olympic Games, he won a gold 
medal in the 4 x 100 metres relay. 
Powell consistently broke the 
10-second barrier in competition, 
with his personal best of 9.72 sec 
being the fifth fastest time in the 
history of the event.

MILEY CYRUS (Destiny Hope Cyrus) 
born in Nashville, Tennessee - 
1992 (33)  
* US actress and singer.   In 2023 
she had her first No 1 in Australia 
with the single Flowers. Her next 
biggest hit was Wrecking Ball 
which peaked at No 2 in 2013.  
In 2017 she made No 3 on the 
Australian chart with the single 
Malibu. In 2020 she had a top 10 
hit with Midnight Sky. 
* She stared in the TV sit-com 
Hannah Montana which (2006-
2011).  Her father Billy Ray Cyrus 
also appeared in the show.  
* She married Australian actor 
Liam Hemsworth on 23 December 
2018.  In 2019, Cyrus announced 
their separation. Eleven days later, 
Hemsworth filed for divorce, citing 
irreconcilable differences.
* In 2008 she made No 1 in 
Australia with the album Breakout.  
In October 2013 she also made No 
1 on the ARIA album chart with 
Bangerz.   
* The name Miley comes from her 
nickname ‘Smiley’.

World’s first JUKE BOX was 
installed in the Palais Royal Hotel, 
San Francisco - 1889.

2SB (later called 2BL and now ABC 
Radio Sydney), Australia’s first 
radio station, began broadcasting 
in Sydney - 1923. 

MINTIES trademark was registered 
- 1926.
* The Australian sweet first went 
on sale in 1922.  In 1927 the 
successful - “It’s moments like 
these you need Minties” campaign 
was launched.

LIFE magazine was published for 
the first time in America - 1936.

DOCTOR WHO began on UK 
television - 1963.
* It didn’t commence on Australian 
television until 1965. The first to 
play the role of Doctor Who was 
William Hartnell. The 13th doctor 
was the first female Doctor and 
was played by Jodie Whittaker. 
The 15th Doctor was  portrayed 
by Rwandan-Scottish actor Ncuti 
Gatwa. 

BOBBY HEBB wrote his 1966 hit 
Sunny - 1963.
* He wrote the song after two 
tragedies.  The death of President 
Kennedy (the day before) and 
the death of his brother who was 
mugged and killed on the same 
day.  He eventually recorded the 
song three years later. 

JOHN FARNHAM’s debut single 
Sadie (The Cleaning Lady) was 
released - 1967.

Australia’s biggest BANK ROBBERY 
(to date) occurred at the Bank of 
NSW at Murwillumbah, NSW with 
thieves netting $1.7 million - 1978.  
* The thieves were never caught 
and the robbery never solved.

TOM EVANS (Badfinger), died 
aged 36 (suicide) - 1983.

ANZ BANK opened for business 
on Saturday mornings - 1991.
* Over 40 branches in NSW and 
Victoria opened for trading - the 
first weekend banking of its kind in 
nearly 20 years.

TOMMY BOYCE, US singer/
songwriter, died aged 50 (suicide) 
- 1994.
* His songwriting partner Bobby 
Hart died in 2025 aged 86.

AUSTRALIAN CRICKET TEAM 
equalled the record of 11 
successive Test wins (set by West 
Indies in 1984) - 2000.  

Over 2,000 BARRY WHITE FANS 
demanded to have their money 
refunded when they walked out 
of his Sydney concert complaining 
about a bad sound system and his 
lateness on stage - 2000.

PETER BROCK won the second 
(and last) Bathurst 24 Hour race, 
which although not the Bathurst 
1000, he regarded as his tenth 
Bathurst win driving alongside V8 
Supercar drivers Greg Murphy, 
Jason Bright and Todd Kelly - 2003.

TIGER AIRWAYS (part owned by 
Singapore Airlines) launched in 
Australia - 2007.

ANDREW SACHS, English actor 
who played Manuel in the TV 
comedy Fawlty Towers, died aged 
86 - 2016.

JUSTIN BIEBER married model 
HAILEY BALDWIN - 2018. 
* Hailey is the daughter of actor 
Stephen Baldwin. Hailey gave birth 
to a son in August 2024.

JENNY DOAN achieved the 
Guinness World Record for the 
longest hula-hooping marathon, 
completing 100 hours of 
continuous hula hooping - 2019.
* She was raising money for 
Mental Health America.

ABC RADIO SYDNEY played the 
time signal pips for the final time 
at 7pm - 2023.

SIR JAMES KILLEN (Denis James 
Killen) born in Dalby, Queensland - 
1925.  (Died aged 81 - 2007)
* Australian politician.  Former 
Defence Minister in the John 
Gorton government.  He was 
founding president of the 
Queensland Young Liberals.

TONY BONNER born in Manly, 
NSW - 1943 (82)
* Australian actor.  His first starring 
role was playing Jerry King in 
Skippy.  He also starred in Skyways, 
Carson’s Law and has appeared in 
numerous films in Australia as well 
as overseas including two episodes 
of Murder She Wrote.

ALAN PAUL (Alan Wichinsky) born 
in Newark, New Jersey - 1949 (76)
* US vocalist with the group 
Manhattan Transfer.  The quartet 
formed in 1969.  They had their 
biggest hit in Australia in 1977 
with Chanson D’ Amour. 

SHARON O’NEILL born in Nelson, 
New Zealand - 1952 (73)
* New Zealand singer.  Her 
biggest hit is Maxine.  It made the 
Australian national top 10 in 1983.  
She co-wrote Dragon’s 1989 hit 
Young Years.  

BRUCE HORNSBY born in 
Williamsburg, Virginia - 1955 (70)
* US singer, keyboardist and 
accordionist.  His band Bruce 
Hornsby & The Range had a hit in 
1986 with The Way It Is - which 
made No 1 in the US.  

SHANE GOULD-INNES born in 
Sydney, NSW - 1956 (69)
* Australian swimmer.  At the 
age of 15 she became Australia’s 
youngest Olympic gold medal 
winner.  She won three gold 
medals in swimming events at 
the 1972 Munich Olympics and 
set world records in five different 
freestyle events.  In 1972 she was 
also named Australian of the Year.  
She retired soon afterwards at the 
age of 16 due to the pressures of 
international swimming.  
* In 2018 she was crowned the 
winner of Australian Survivor: 
Champions vs Contenders.  She 
was named the Sole Survivor after 
50 days, beating out her friend 
Sharn Coombes five votes to four 
in the final tribal council.
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DONALD 'DUCK' DUNN born in 
Memphis, Tennessee - 1941. (Died 
aged 70 - 2012)
* Bass player with Booker T & 
The MG's who had their biggest 
instrumental hits with Time Is 
Tight (’69) and Green Onions 
(’62).  He played a member of the 
Blues Brothers band in the Blues 
Brothers movie.

PETE BEST (Randolph Peter Best) 
born in India - 1941 (84)
* Former Beatles drummer.  When 
the Beatles formed in 1960, he 
became their drummer but was 
fired during their first recording 
sessions in 1962 and replaced by 
Ringo Starr.

SIR BILLY CONNOLLY born in 
Glasgow, Scotland - 1942 (83)
* Scottish comedian and actor. He 
has had starring roles in several 
films including Mrs Brown (’98) 
and The Man Who Sued God 
(2001).  Also had roles in The Last 
Samurai (2003), Lemony Snicket’s 
A Series Of Unfortunate Events 
(2004) and played the role of Dain 
Ironfoot in the first Hobbit movie. 
* In 2013 he had surgery for 
prostate cancer and announced 
that he was battling Parkinson's 
disease. In 2019, he disclosed 
that its advance would force his 
retirement from performing.
* He had a No 1 hit in the UK with 
the country song D.I.V.O.R.C.E.  
* He married NZ born comedienne 
Pamela Stephenson in 1989.  

LEE MICHAELS (Michael Lee Olsen) 
born in Los Angeles, California - 
1945 (80)
* American vocalist and organist.  
He had one hit in 1971 with Do You 
Know What I Mean. 

SHANE BOURNE born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1949 (76)
* Australian comedian, actor and 
TV host.  He was host of the TV 
shows Thank God You’re Here and 
How The Hell Did We Get Here. ? 
He's also well known for playing 
Bill 'Happy' Henderson in the ABC 
TV series MDA and was a part of 
the cast of the drama series City 
Homicide (2007-2011).  
* For several years he appeared 
with Maurie Fields on Hey Hey 
It’s Saturday presenting The Great 
Aussie Joke.  

STANLEY LIVINGSTON born in Los 
Angeles, California - 1950 (75)
* American actor.  He played Chip 
Douglas in the long running TV 
series My Three Sons (1960-1972).

SIR IAN BOTHAM born in Cheshire, 
England - 1955 (70)
* English cricketer and former 
Test captain.  He played in 102 
Tests, captained England on 12 
occasions and spent some time in 
Australia playing for Queensland 
(’87-’88).  He achieved a number 
of Test records as an all-rounder, 
including being the fastest (in 
terms of matches) to achieve 
the "doubles" of 1,000 runs and 
100 wickets, 2,000 runs and 200 
wickets, and 3,000 runs and 300 
wickets. He was the first player to 
score 5,000 runs and take 300 Test 
wickets.  

DENISE CROSBY born in 
Hollywood, California - 1957 (68)
* US actress.  She played Lt Tasha 
Yar in one season of Star Trek: The 
Next Generation (’87-’94).
* She is the grand-daughter of 
Bing Crosby.

TRACEY WICKHAM born in 
Rosebud, Victoria - 1962 (63)
* Australian swimmer.  She 
represented her country in the 
Montreal Olympic Games in 
1976 when she was only 13.  She 
was the holder of five world 
swimming records when she first 
retired in 1982 after winning 
two gold medals at the Brisbane 
Commonwealth Games.  Today 
she is involved in swimming clinics 
as well as public speaking.
* Her daughter Hannah died aged 
19 in 2007 after she lost her three-
year fight against cancer.  

ALISTAIR McGOWAN born in 
Worcestershire, England - 1964 
(61)
* UK comedian, impressionist and 
actor.  Starred in the TV series The 
Gil Mayo Mysteries and The Big 
Impression.

COLIN HANKS (Colin Dillingham) 
born in Sacramento, California - 
1977 (48)
* US actor and son of Tom Hanks.  
His films include King Kong, The 
House Bunny and The Great Buck 
Howard.   He played officer Gus 
Grimly in the first season of the TV 
series Fargo.

DAN FALZON born in Melbourne, 
Victoria - 1972 (53)
* Australian actor.  He played the 
role of Rick Alessi in Neighbours 
(’92-’95).  Nowadays he is 
employed by St John Ambulance 
(NT) Inc. as a paramedic in Alice 
Spring.

STEPHEN MERCHANT born in 
Bristol, England - 1974 (51)
* English writer, director, radio 
presenter, comedian and actor. He 
was a co-writer and co-director of 
the British TV comedy The Office 
(2001–2003), and co-writer and 
co-star of both Extras (2005–2007) 
and Life's Too Short (2011–2013). 
With Gervais and Karl Pilkington, 
he hosted The Ricky Gervais Show 
in its radio, podcast, audiobook 
and TV formats.
* He is 201 cm tall.

KATHERINE HEIGL born in 
Washington, D.C. - 1978 (47)
* US actress. She played Dr Isobel 
‘Izzie’ Stevens on the TV medical 
drama Grey's Anatomy (2005 - 
2010) and appeared in two season 
of Suits.

RYAN MOLONEY born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1979 (46)
* Australian actor.  He played 
‘Toadie/Toadfish’ Rebecchi in the 
TV soapie Neighbours.  

GWILYM LEE born in London, 
England - 1983 (42)
* Welsh actor. He is known for 
the movies The Tourist (2010), A 
Song for Jenny (2015),  Jamestown 
(2017), and for his role playing 
guitarist Brian May in the Queen 
biopic Bohemian Rhapsody (2018).
* He played DS Charlie Nelson in 
the TV series Midsomer Murders.

REECE MASTIN born in Scunthorpe, 
England - 1994 (31)
* British-Australian singer-
songwriter.  He was the 
winner of the third season of 
The  X  Factor  (Australia) in 2011. 
His debut single Good Night made 
No 1 in Australia and New Zealand, 
and became Sony Music Australia's 
fastest selling digital single. His 
self-titled  debut album made No 2 
on the ARIA Albums Chart.  Shout It 
Out became his 2nd No 1 hit single.  
Shut Up and Kiss Me made No 2.

MARCUS BONTEMPELLI born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1995 (30)
* AFL player. He's the captain of 
the Western Bulldogs and was a 
member of the Bulldogs team that 
won the premiership in 2016, the 
Bulldogs' first in 62 years. He was 
runner up in the 2021 and 2023 
Brownlow Medal awards.

ABEL TASMAN discovered 
Tasmania, which was named Van 
Diemen’s Land - 1642.  

The earliest known SOFTBALL 
game was played in Chicago, 
Illinois - 1887. 

First GRACE GIBSON production 
aired on Australian radio - 1944. 

GUYS & DOLLS musical, written by 
Frank Loesser, premiered in New 
York City - 1950.

GIGI, starring Audrey Hepburn, 
opened on Broadway - 1951.

LEE HARVEY OSWALD, aged 24, 
was shot and killed by Jack Ruby - 
1963.

YOUNG RASCALS recorded their 
US No 1 hit single Good Lovin’ - 
1965.

ERIC CARR (born Paul Caravello), 
Kiss drummer, died aged 41 of 
cancer - 1991.  
* He joined the band in 1980 
replacing Peter Criss.

FREDDIE MERCURY, lead singer 
for Queen, died aged 45 of AIDS - 
1991.

CROWDED HOUSE performed 
their 'Farewell To The World' 
concert, outside the Sydney Opera 
House - 1996.

GUY SEBASTIAN, Australian Idol 
winner, released his debut single 
Angels Brought Me Here - 2003.
* It made No 1 on the ARIA chart.

KEVIN RUDD, Australian Labor 
Party leader, was elected Prime 
Minister of Australia - 2007.
* He stepped down as PM in June 
2010 and was replaced by Julia 
Gillard. He briefly returned as 
Prime Minister in June 2013. 

BERT NEWTON underwent six hour 
quadruple bypass surgery - 2012.

GANGNAM STYLE by Psy became 
the most viewed YouTube video 
surpassing 808 m views - 2012.
* This record has now beaten. 

FLORENCE HENDERSON, US 
actress who played Carol Brady in 
The Brady Bunch, died aged 82 - 
2016.  

CLIVE JAMES (born Vivian James), 
Australian TV presenter, critic and 
author, died aged 80 - 2019.
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PERCY SLEDGE born in Alabama - 
1940. (Died aged 74 - 2015)
* US singer.  He had his biggest hit 
in 1966 with When A Man Loves 
A Woman.  It made No 1 in the 
US.  The song was also revived by 
Michael Bolton and Jimmy Barnes.

BOB LIND born in Baltimore, 
Maryland - 1942 (83)
* American singer.  He had his only 
hit in 1966 with Elusive Butterfly.  

BEN STEIN (Benjamin Stein) born 
in Washington, DC - 1944 (81)
*  US actor, writer, and 
commentator on political and 
economic issues. He was a 
speechwriter for presidents 
Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford. As 
an actor he is best known for his 
role as an economics teacher in 
the ‘80s film Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off and the line “Bueller, Bueller.” 

JOHN LARROQUETTE born in New 
Orleans, Louisiana - 1947 (78)
* US actor.  In the ‘80s he starred 
in Night Court and from 1976 -’78 
was in Baa Baa Black Sheep.  In 
more recent years he's appeared 
in West Wing and Boston Legal.

KERRY O’KEEFFE born in Hurstville, 
NSW - 1949 (76)
* Australian cricketer and 
commentator. A longtime ABC 
cricket commentator, he's now 
a part of the FOX Sports cricket 
commentary team. The NSW spin 
bowler played in 24 Test matches 
and retired in 1981.  
* In 2014 he released his 
autobiography 'According To 
Skull.'  He was nicknamed ‘Skull’ 
because he looked like popular 
‘60s wrestler ‘Skull’ Murphy.  

IMRAN KHAN born in Pakistan - 
1952 (73)
* Pakistani cricketer and former 
Prime Minister of Pakistan.  He 
played from 1971 to 1992 and 
became captain of the Pakistan 
cricket team, he was only 18 when 
he made his international debut.    
* He has been sentenced to 14 
years in prison over a corruption 
case, in the latest of a series of 
charges laid against him. It is the 
longest valid jail sentence the 
cricket star-turned-politician, who 
has been detained since August 
2023, has received.

AMY GRANT born in Augusta, 
Georgia - 1960 (65)
* American singer and wife of 
country singer/musician Vince Gill.  
She recorded her first gospel music 
album when she was only 17.  Her 
album Age To Age was the first 
contemporary Christian album to 
be certified platinum in the U.S.  
The follow-up Unguarded was the 
second album.  She had her first 
hit success in the Australian pop 
music charts in 1991 with Baby, 
Baby.  Her other major hits are 
Every Heartbeat and That's What 
Love Is For.  
* Baby Baby was her first No 1 solo 
hit in the US.  In 1986 she recorded 
a duet with Peter Cetera - Next 
Time I Fall which also made No 1 
in the US.
* In 2000 she married country 
singer Vince Gill.  It was her second 
marriage.

SCOTT CAM born in Sydney, NSW 
- 1962 (63)  
* Australian TV presenter.  A 
qualified carpenter, he is the 
host of The Block and has also 
been seen on the other lifestyle 
programs Backyard Blitz, Domestic 
Blitz and Renovation Rescue.  In 
2014 he won the Gold Logie for 
Most Popular Personality on 
Australian Television (The Block). 
He also won a Silver Logie.

TIM FREEDMAN born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1964 (61)
* Australian singer/songwriter 
and keyboard player.  He’s the 
frontman for the band The 
Whitlams.  Their biggest hits were 
in 2000 with Blow Up The Pokies 
and Fall For You.  Also had success 
with No Aphrodisiac, released in 
1997. Their last album Sancho, 
their 7th, was released in 2022. 
It was named after their late road 
manager.
* He says one of the highlights of 
his career was receiving the ARIA 
award for "Best Album" from 
Gough Whitlam - whom his band 
were named after.

MIKE LARKAN born in Australia - 
1964 (61)
* Australian meteorologist and 
TV weather presenter. In 1996 
he joined Network Ten news in 
Melbourne as their chief weather 
presenter. He was made redundant 
in 2020. For over 10 years he’s also 
been a marriage celebrant. 

NICKY BUCKLEY (Nicole Jo-Anne 
Buckley) born in - 1965 (60)
* Hostess on TV’s Sale of The 
Century.  She joined the program 
as a model in 1990 and took over 
the role as co-host in 1993. She left 
the program at the end of 1999.

JILL HENNESSY born in Alberta, 
Canada - 1968 (57)
* Canadian actress.  She starred 
as Dr Jordan Cavanaugh in the TV 
series Crossing Jordan and played 
Claire Kincaid in Law And Order.
* She has a twin sister Jacqueline.
* Hennessy is multilingual, and 
fluently speaks English, Italian, 
French, Spanish, and German.

CHRISTINA APPLEGATE born in Los 
Angeles, California - 1971 (54)
* American actress.  She played 
Kelly Bundy in the TV comedy 
Married... With Children and 
starred in her own TV sit-com Jesse 
(1998-2000) as well as Samantha 
Who (2007-2009). She can also be 
seen in the movie Anchorman as 
well as the sequel.
* In 2008 she underwent double 
mastectomy after being diagnosed 
with breast cancer to prevent the 
illness returning.
* In 2001 she married actor 
Johnathon Scaech, who was one 
of the stars in the film, That Thing 
You Do!  They divorced in 2007.

PETER  SIDDLE born in Morwell, 
Victoria - 1984 (41)
* Australian Test cricketer. In 2005 
he attended the Australian Cricket 
Academy and made his first-class 
debut playing for Victoria against 
a touring West Indian side at 
Melbourne in November 2005.  He 
made his Test debut in October 
2008. In 2016 he became the 
100th Australian player to reach 
1,000 Test runs.

Australia's first LUTHERAN 
CHURCH opened in a store room 
in Port Adelaide, South Australia 
- 1838.

DYNAMITE was patented in the US 
by Alfred Nobel - 1867.
* First patented in UK in May 1867 
and then Sweden in October 1867. 

EVAPORATED MILK was patented 
by John Meyenberg of St Louis, 
Missouri - 1884.

LUNA PARK opened in 
Scarborough, WA - 1939.
* It closed in 1972 and was knocked 
down in the 1970s, making way for 
what is now the Luna Maxi Mart 
Shopping Centre.

TEN FILM WRITERS AND 
DIRECTORS were formally 
blacklisted by Hollywood studios 
for their alleged Communist 
leanings - 1947.
* The blacklist was prompted by 
Congress' House Un-American 
Activities Committee and agitation 
by influential Hollywood figures 
like Walt Disney, John Wayne and 
Ronald Reagan. 

AGATHA CHRISTIE's play The 
Mousetrap opened in London - 
1952.
* It ran continuously until March 16 
2020 when the stage performances 
had to be discontinued due to 
Covid-19. It re-opened on 17 
May 2021. It is the longest run of 
any play in the world, reaching 
its 30,000th performance on 19 
March 2025.

JOHN LENNON returned his M.B.E. 
to Queen Elizabeth  - 1969.
* It was in protest regarding 
Britain's foreign policy towards 
Biafra and Vietnam.

ALBERT DESALVO, the so-called 
‘Boston Strangler’, was murdered 
in prison - 1973.
* He was found knifed to death. 
DeSalvo was responsible for the 
murders of at least 13 women.

BAND AID recorded Do They Know 
It's Christmas - 1984.
* This recording venture to raise 
money for the victims of the 
Ethiopian famine was organised 
by Boomtown Rats lead singer Bob 
Geldof.  He co-wrote the song with 
Midge Ure. 

THE WIGGLES became the 
first Australian group to appear 
in America's famous Macy's 
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New 
York - 2001.

STUART APPLEBY won the 
Australian Open Golf championship 
- 2001.  
* It was staged on the Gold Coast 
and was the first Australian Open 
to be held in Queensland since 
1973.

PHILLIP HUGHES, 25, Australian 
cricketer, was struck in the neck 
by a cricket ball while batting for 
South Australia in a Sheffield Shield 
match against NSW, and died in 
hospital two days later - 2014.

IRENE CARA, US singer, dancer and 
actress, died aged 63 - 2022.
* Her three biggest hits were Fame 
(‘80) - No 1 in several countries, 
Flashdance (‘83) and Why Me? 
(‘83).
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CHARLES M SCHULZ born in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota - 1922.  
(Died aged 77 - 2000)
* American cartoonist.  He’s the 
creator of Peanuts which became 
the most read comic strip in the 
world. He had a clause in his 
contract dictating the Peanuts 
strip had to end with his death.

TINA TURNER (Annie Mae Bullock) 
born in Nutbush, Tennessee - 
1939. (Died aged 83 - 2023)
* American singer.  Her solo career 
took off in 1984 with the No 1 hit 
What's Love Got To Do With It.  
Her biggest solo hit is (Simply) The 
Best which first charted in 1989 
and again in 1992 when it was 
recorded as a duet with Jimmy 
Barnes. 
* Tina and her ex-husband Ike had 
their biggest hit successes with 
River Deep Mountain High and 
Nutbush City Limits.  
* Her hits (Simply) The Best and 
What You Get Is What You See 
were both used in the promotion 
of Australia's rugby league 
competition.
* The film Tina, What's Love Got 
To Do With It was based on her 
autobiography I, Tina.
* She appeared in the films 
Tommy and Mad Max (Beyond 
Thunderdome) and had a national 
No 1 hit with We Don't Need 
Another Hero (’85).

DANIEL DAVIS born in Gurdon, 
Arkansas - 1945 (80)
* American actor.  He played Niles 
the butler in the ‘90s TV sit-com 
The Nanny.

JOHN McVIE born in Middlesex, 
England - 1945 (80)
* Bass guitarist with UK band 
Fleetwood Mac.  John and 
drummer Mick Fleetwood are 
the only two original members 
of the group that first formed in 
1967.  Their first big hit was the 
instrumental Albatross ('68).  Their 
best selling albums are Rumours, 
Fleetwood Mac and Tusk.
* His former wife Christine McVie 
joined the group in 1970.  She left 
the group in 1998 but rejoined in 
2014.  Christine died in November 
2022.  John McVie has been 
married to Julie Ann Reubens 
since 1978.

JULIE McGREGOR born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1948 (77)  
* Australian actress.  She played 
Betty Wilson in the long running 
local comedy TV series Hey Dad!  

JACKI MACDONALD (Jenine 
MacDonald) born in Brisbane, 
Queensland - 1953 (72) 
* Australian TV and radio 
presenter.  For 11 years Jacki was 
a regular on Hey Hey It's Saturday.  
She started on television at 
Brisbane’s Channel 9 after leaving 
school and during her career 
hosted children’s shows, read the 
news, presented an interview style 
program and worked on radio.  
* Her sister Fiona, who also 
worked on TV and radio, died in 
October 2024. 

TOM CARROLL born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1961 (64)
* Australian surfer.  He won two 
world professional surfing titles 
in the 1980s and became the first 
millionaire surfer.  In 2024 a day 
after his 63rd birthday he was 
treated by paramedics and rushed 
to hospital following an accident 
at North Narabeen in NSW.  He 
was was surfing when he copped 
a nasty whack on the head in what 
he says now is all “a bit of a blur”. 
He  just got a few stitches.

DAVE HUGHES born in 
Warrnambool, Victoria - 1970 (55)
* Australian comedian and radio/
TV presenter. In 2025, Hughes 
appeared as a contestant on the 
eleventh season of I'm a Celebrity...
Get Me Out of Here! He was the 
sixth contestant to be eliminated. 
* In 2021 he made the move from 
Melbourne to Sydney to head 
the 2DAY FM breakfast show. The 
breakfast show also featured Ed 
Kavalee and Erin Molan. However, 
the program was axed in August 
2024. Prior to this program he 
was the co-host of the Hughesy 
& Ed national radio drive show 
on KIIS FM. He’s hosted various 
TV programs including Australia’s 
Got Talent as well as Hughesy, We 
Have A Problem. 

NATALIE GAUCI born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1981 (44)
* Australian singer.  Winner of 
Australian Idol in 2007.  She turned 
26 a day later.  Made No 2 on the 
Australian charts in 2007 with her 
debut single Here I Am.

NATASHA BEDINGFIELD born in 
London, England - 1981 (44)
* New Zealand singer.  Sister of 
singer Daniel Bedingfield.  Her 
debut album, Unwritten, entered 
the UK charts at No. 1, only the 
third debut album of a solo female 
to do so.  The single These Words 
made No 1 in the UK in 2004. (Top 
10 hit in Australia.)

RITA ORA (Rita Sahatçiu) born in 
Yugoslavia (now Kosovo) - 1990 
(35)
* UK singer/songwriter and ac-
tress.  Her hits include R.I.P (2012), 
How Do We (Party) (2012), I Will 
Never Let You Down (2014) and 
Let You Love Me (2018).  She sang 
on the 2014 recording of Band Aid 
30's Do They Know It's Christmas.

HOLLYWOOD'S FIRST COLOUR FILM 
was released - 1922.
* The film was called The Toll of the 
Sea and told the story of a Chinese 
woman who falls in love with an 
American man. It was a star-making 
turn for Anna May Wong, who 
became one of the biggest stars of 
the silent era.

CASABLANCA, starring Humphrey 
Bogart and Ingrid Bergman, had its 
world premiere at the Hollywood 
Theater in New York - 1942.
* It won the Academy Award for 
best picture and Michael Curtiz 
won the award for Best Director.

HAROLD HOLT led the Liberal/
Country coalition to victory in the 
26th Australian Federal election - 
1966.

CREAM played their farewell 
concert at Royal Albert Hall in 
London - 1968.
* They reunited in 2005 for a series 
of UK concerts.  

FRIDAY NIGHT SHOPPING 
commenced in Melbourne - 1971.

10CC members Lol Creme and 
Kevin Godley left the group to 
pursue a career as a duo - 1976.

KIM HUGHES tearfully resigned as 
Australia’s Test captain (and was 
replaced by Allan Border) - 1984.

MRS. RITA LOCKETT (UK) spent 
£10,000 to repeat her daughter’s 
wedding two months after the 
event because she did not like the 
video - 1988.  
* The 200 wedding guests returned 
to the church and later to the same 
reception venue - this time with a 
professional camera crew! 

MICHAEL JACKSON's album 
Dangerous was released - 1991.
* It entered the US Billboard chart 
at No 1.

U2 played their first concert 
without Adam Clayton - 1993.  
* It was due to ‘illness’ although 
it’s believed that he was ‘too 
drunk’.  He was replaced by their 
guitar technician Stuart Morgan at 
their concert in Sydney.

STAR CITY entertainment complex 
opened at Sydney Harbour Casino 
- 1997.
*  50,000 people attended the 
opening.  It was five months ahead 
of schedule.

BRIAN LARA (West Indies) 
achieved the record for the 
highest total number of runs in 
a Test career when he beat Allan 
Border’s record of 11,174 runs - 
2005.

AUSTRALIA, starring Hugh 
Jackman and Nicole Kidman, 
opened in Australian cinemas - 
2008.

BRISBANE ROAR soccer team won 
its 36th match in a row achieving 
the longest undefeated streak in 
the history of Australian top level 
sport - 2011. 

KRISPY KREME DONUTS opened 
in Perth at Whitford City and sold 
a record 73,200 donuts on its 
opening day - 2014.
* This was the most successful 
launch since the company was 
founded in the US in 1937.

KAYO launched in Australia - 2018.
* The video streaming sports 
service offers sports live and on 
demand. 

The MUSHROOM 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY CONCERT was held 
at the Rod Laver Arena - 2023.
* The 50 songs for 50 years themed-
concert delivered performances 
from Jimmy Barnes, Paul Kelly, Ian 
Moss, Missy Higgins, Yothu Yindi 
and Kate Ceberano. Ed Sheeran 
also paid tribute to Mushroom 
founder Michael Gudinski by 
singing Throw Your Arms Around 
Me via a pre-recorded video with 
Hunters and Collectors frontman 
Mark Seymour.

STEPHEN SONDHEIM, US 
Broadway songwriter, died aged 
91 - 2021.
* He wrote songs for musicals 
including West Side Story, A Little 
Night Music and Sweeney Todd.
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ERNIE WISE (Ernest Wiseman) 
born in Ardsley, England - 1925.  
(Died aged 73 - 1999)
* UK comedian. One half of the 
famous British comedy team 
Morecambe & Wise.  (His partner 
Eric Morecambe died in 1984).  
They performed as a comedy team 
for 43 years.  They started out 
as Wiseman and Bartholomew 
(Morecambe’s real last name).  
Wise was the business brain of the 
partnership. 

PETER WHITFORD born in 
Adelaide, SA - 1939 (86)
* Australian stage and screen 
actor.  His movie credits include - 
My Brilliant Career ('79), Careful 
He Might Hear You ('83), Phar 
Lap ('83), Strictly Ballroom (‘93) 
and Moulin Rouge (2001). He 
also appeared in the All Saints TV 
program.
* He played Jack Porter in the 
radio serial Blue Hills.

BRUCE LEE (Liu Yuen Kam) born in 
San Francisco, California - 1940.  
(Died aged 32 - 1973)
* American kung fu movie star.  
He starred in the films - Fist Of 
Fury ('72), Enter the Dragon ('73), 
Way Of The Dragon ('73) and 
played Kato in the ‘60s television 
series The Green Hornet.  He died 
in Hong Kong midway through 
production of his last film Game Of 
Death. His death was the result of 
an acute cerebral edema, possibly 
caused by an allergic reaction to a 
prescription painkiller.  Six years 
later with the use of a double and 
the surviving actors the film was 
completed.
* His actor son Brandon Lee died in 
1993 of an accidental gunshot on 
the set of his movie The Crow.  He 
died while undergoing surgery in 
hospital.  A .44 calibre bullet was 
found, raising suspicions of foul 
play. 

JOHN ALDERTON born in 
Yorkshire, England - 1940 (85)
* English actor.  He starred in the 
‘60s TV comedy series Please Sir 
as the young schoolmaster.  He 
also appeared with his actress 
wife Pauline Collins in Upstairs, 
Downstairs as well as Thomas And 
Sarah.
* From 1987 to 1994 he narrated 
the kid’s program Fireman Sam.

EDDIE RABBITT (Edward Thomas 
Rabbitt) born in Brooklyn, New 
York - 1941.  (Died aged 56 - 1998)
* US country singer/songwriter.  
His two biggest hits in Australia 
were Every Which Way But Loose 
('79) and I Love A Rainy Night ('81).   
He wrote Kentucky Rain - which 
was a hit for Elvis Presley in 1969 
and Sounds Of Goodbye which was 
a hit for Kamahl - also  in 1969.

JIMI HENDRIX (James Hendrix) 
born in Seattle, Washington - 
1942.  (Died aged 27 - 1970)
* US rock guitarist and vocalist.  
From 1967 to 1968 his band the 
Jimi Hendrix Experience had hit 
singles with Hey Joe, Purple Haze, 
Foxy Lady, The Wind Cries Mary 
and All Along The Watchtower.  A 
few days after his appearance at 
the 1970 Isle of Wight Festival he 
died of a drug overdose in London.

SIMON TOWNSEND born in 
Randwick, NSW - 1945.  (Died aged 
79 - 2025)
* Australian TV host and producer.  
From 1979-1987, accompanied by 
his dog Woodrow, he fronted the 
children's program Wonder World.  
He then became a property 
developer but went broke.  He 
returned to television as host and 
originator of TVTV on ABC TV.

BARBARA ANDERSON born in 
Brooklyn, New York - 1945 (80)
* US actress.  She played Eve 
Whitfield in the Ironside (’67-’71) 
TV series and Mimi in Mission 
Impossible (‘72).

KATHRYN ANN BIGELOW born in 
San Carlos, California - 1951 (74)
* US film director.  For directing the 
war drama The Hurt Locker (2008), 
she became the first woman to 
win the Academy Award for Best 
Director. Her 2012 film Zero Dark 
Thirty was nominated for an 
Academy Award for Best Picture.

CAROLINE KENNEDY born in New 
York City, New York - 1957 (68)
* Daughter of John F Kennedy and 
Jacqueline Kennedy. Joe Biden 
appointed Kennedy as United 
States ambassador to Australia 
and she took office following her 
confirmation on June 10, 2022. She 
is an American author, attorney, 
and diplomat who served as the 
United States Ambassador to 
Japan from 2013 to 2017.

TRACEY CURRO born in Ingham, 
Queensland - 1963 (62)
* Australian TV newsreader and 
reporter.  She has read news 
for Channel 9 and worked as a 
reporter on the programs 60 
Minutes and Beyond 2000.  She's 
also been a fill-in presenter on 
Network Ten's The Project.  Now 
works in the education sector.

ROBIN GIVENS born in New York 
City, New York - 1964 (61)
* American actress and former 
wife of boxer Mike Tyson.  She 
played Darlene in the US TV 
comedy series Head Of The Class 
and co-starred with Eddie Murphy 
in the film Boomerang.

MICHAEL VARTAN born in France 
- 1968 (57)
* French actor. He played Michael 
Vaughn in the TV series Alias 
(2001-2006) and starred in the TV 
medical drama Hawthorne.

JALEEL WHITE born in Los Angeles, 
California - 1976 (49)
* American actor.  He played Steve 
Urkel in the US TV sit-com Family 
Matters (1989-1998).
* He's the voice of Sonic the 
Hedgehog in the TV cartoons.

STAWELL GIFT foot race was run in 
Stawell, Victoria for the first time 
- 1878.  
* It is Australia's oldest and richest 
short-distance running race.

MACY’s THANKSGIVING DAY 
PARADE was held for the first time 
in America - 1924.
* The New York department store 
parade featured employees in 
colourful costumes and animals 
from the Central Park Zoo​.

GEORGE HARRISON released his 
third solo release, the triple album 
All Things Must Pass - 1970.
* It includes the hit singles My 
Sweet Lord and What Is Life, as 
well as songs such as Isn't It a 
Pity and the title track that were 
turned down by the Beatles.

JAWS, directed by Stephen 
Spielberg, opened in Australian 
cinemas - 1975.  
* It was nominated for an Oscar 
for Best Picture, losing to One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest.

JOHN LAWS, Australian radio 
broadcaster, married his third wife 
Caroline Cameron-Walker (aka 
“The Princess”) - 1976.
* Caroline died aged 82 in 2020.

EIGHT-BALL OVERS in cricket was 
introduced in Australia - 1924.
* It reverted to six balls in 1979.

4 TRAX (later known as HUMAN 
NATURE) performed their first 
gig at the Bankstown Town Hall, 
representing their school at the 
“Schools Spectacular” - 1989.

MICHAEL FLATLEY collapsed back 
stage following a performance 
at the Brisbane Entertainment 
Centre - 1997.
* Due to illness he was forced 
to cancel the remainder of his 
Australian and NZ Lord Of The 
Dance tour.

ISABELLE DINOIRE of France 
became the first woman to 
undergo a partial face transplant 
- 2005.
* She was severely disfigured after 
her pet dog chewed off her nose, 
lips and chin.

QE2, the longest serving Ocean 
Liner in history, completed her 
final journey and was handed over 
to its new owners in Dubai - 2008.  

TIGER WOODS, US golfer, 
smashed his Cadillac into a fire 
hydrant and a neighbour's tree 
near his mansion - 2009.  
* It was later revealed that he did 
not suffer facial lacerations from 
the car accident, but rather from 
his wife Elin who had confronted 
him about reports that he was 
seeing another woman.  

BRISBANE was hit by the city's 
worst storm in nearly three 
decades - 2014.  
* The 15 minutes of fury caused 
extensive damage with winds 
equal to a category 2 cyclone and 
hail the size of tennis balls.  Over 
100,000 homes and businesses 
lost power.

MOST CHRISTMAS LIGHTS world 
record was achieved when more 
than 1 million Christmas lights 
were installed in Canberra's CBD 
- 2014.  
* In previous years David Richards 
broke records decorating his 
home but in 2014 he moved 
his Christmas lights display to 
Canberra's CBD.  

ADELAIDE OVAL hosted the first 
ever day/night Test match, when 
Australia played New Zealand - 
2015.

JAMES WRIGHT (born John 
Knight), Australian medical doctor 
and media personality, died aged  
94 - 2022.
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Canada - 1949 (76)
* Canadian musician.  From 1982 
up until 2015 he was the musical 
director on David Letterman’s Late 
Show as well as Late Night With 
David Letterman.
* He wrote and produced, with 
Paul Jabara, the song It’s Raining 
Men which was a hit for the 
Weathergirls as well as Geri 
Halliwell.

ED HARRIS born in Tenafly, New 
Jersey - 1950 (75)
* American actor.  He appeared 
in the Westworld TV series  from 
2016-2022. His films include The 
Right Stuff, Swing Shift, Places In 
The Heart, Apollo 13, A Beautiful 
Mind, The Hours and Top Gun: 
Maverick.  Ed also was one of 
the stars of The Truman Show 
replacing Dennis Hopper who was 
axed after the first day’s shoot.  
* He’s been married to actress 
Amy Madigan since 1983.  

S. EPATHA MERKERSON (Sharon 
Merkerson) born in Saginaw, 
Massachusetts - 1952 (73)
* US actress.  She played 
Lieutenant Anita Van Buren in 
395 episodes of the TV series Law 
And Order. She is also known for 
playing Sharon Goodwin in the 
medical drama Chicago Med since 
the series premiered in 2015.

JUDD NELSON born in Portland, 
Maine - 1959 (66) 
* US actor.  His movies include: The 
Breakfast Club (‘85), St Elmo’s Fire 
(‘85) and Airheads (‘94).  He also 
played Jack Richmond in the TV sit-
com Suddenly Susan (1996-1999).

MARTIN CLUNES (Alexander 
Martin Clunes) born in South 
London, England - 1961 (64)
* English actor.  Star of the comedy 
drama TV series Doc Martin.  It 
began in 2004.  The 10th and final 
season was filmed in 2020.  In 
recent times he’s starred in the TV 
drama Manhunt (2019-2021). He 
is also known as the co-star of the 
TV comedy Men Behaving Badly. 
Since 2017 he’s also been the 
presenter of the Martin Clunes: 
Islands of Australia series as well 
as Islands of America and The 
Pacific.
* He married Doc Martin producer 
Philippa Braithwaite in 1997. It 
was his second marriage.

JON STEWART (Jonathan 
Leibowitz) born in New York City, 
New York - 1962 (63)
* US TV presenter and comedian.  
He’s headed the US cable TV 
programs the Daily Show and The 
Jon Stewart Show.  He hosted the 
78th and 80th Academy Awards.

PAUL GRAY born in Parkes, NSW - 
1963. (Died aged 54 - 2018)  
* Vocalist with Australian band Wa 
Wa Nee.  In 1986 they had three 
national hits with Stimulation, 
I Could Make You Love Me and 
Sugar Free.  (Stimulation and 
Sugar Free made the US Top 100).

KRISTIAN SCHMID born in 
Geelong, Victoria - 1974 (51)
* Australian actor.  He played Todd 
Landers in the Neighbours (’87-
’92) TV soapie. He also appeared 
in Sea Patrol, Home And Away and 
Packed To The Rafters. He played 
the role of Brad in the 2002 movie 
Scooby Doo.

RYAN KWANTEN born in Sydney, 
NSW - 1976 (49)
* Australian actor.  He played 
lifeguard Vinnie Patterson in the 
local soapie Home And Away.  
After moving to the United States, 
he was cast as Jay Robertson in 
the TV series Summerland.  From 
2008-2014 he appeared in the 
US TV horror series True Blood as 
Jason Stackhouse.

ANDREW BOGUT born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1984 (41)
* Australian basketball player.  
Bogut, born to Croatian parents, is 
213 cm (7 ft) tall. In June 2005 he 
was the first pick in the NBA draft 
in New York and was signed by the 
Wilwaukee Bucks.  He became the 
first Australian ever to be picked in 
the top spot.  In 2016 he joined the 
Dallas Mavericks. From 2017-2018 
he played with the Los Angeles 
Lakers. In April 2018, Bogut signed 
a two-year deal with the Sydney 
Kings. He retired in 2020. 

KAREN GILLAN born in Inverness, 
Scotland - 1987 (38)  
* English actress.  She appeared in 
the Doctor Who TV series as Amy 
Pond from 2010-2013. She played 
Nebula in Guardians Of The Galaxy 
(2014) and sequels, Avengers: End 
Game (2019) and can also be seen 
in Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle 
(2017).

Australia’s first BAPTIST CHURCH 
was founded in Sydney by the Rev 
John Saunders - 1835.

First SKYWRITING in America was 
created by Capt Turner (RAF) who 
wrote “Hello USA” - 1922.

GRAND OLE OPRY, world’s longest 
running radio show, debuted in 
America - 1925.
* It is a regular live country-music 
radio broadcast originating from 
Nashville on radio station WSM.
It was founded on November 28, 
1925, by George D. Hay as the 
WSM Barn Dance,

THE DOG ON THE TUCKERBOX 
STATUE was unveiled by Prime 
Minister Joseph Lyons, near 
Gundagai, NSW - 1932.
* It is a tribute to pioneers and 
was inspired by a bullock driver’s 
poem, Bullocky Bill.

SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH 
DOLL stage play had its premiere 
at Melbourne’s Union Theatre - 
1955.
* It was written by Ray Lawler, who 
died aged 103 in 2024.  He was in 
the cast playing ‘Barney’ along 
with Noel Ferrier and June Jago.  

JOHN LENNON performed three 
songs with Elton John at Madison 
Square Garden - 1974.
* His appearance was due to a 
bet that he had made with Elton.  
Elton predicted that John’s record 
Whatever Gets You Thru The Night 
would go to No 1 in the US but 
Lennon wasn’t that optimistic.  

AIR NEW ZEALAND FLIGHT 901 
crashed into Antarctic volcano 
Mount Erebus, killing all 257 
people on board - 1979.

JOHN MAJOR became Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom - 
1990.

AARON BADDELEY, 18, won the 
Australian Open golf title - 1999.
* He became the youngest winner 
and also the first amateur to win 
the Open since Bruce Devlin in 
1960.  Because he entered as an 
amateur he didn’t receive any 
prize money.  He won the Open 
again in 2000.

KATE KENDALL, Australian actress, 
married former Carlton footballer 
WAYNE JOHNSTON - 2004.

SYDNEY experienced its wettest 
November day since 1984 - 2018.  
* Three people died, two police 
officers were injured and Sydney’s 
transport system shut down. Close 
to 100 millimetres was recorded 
at Observatory Hill station in less 
than two hours.

Events

BERRY GORDY JR born in Detroit, 
Michigan - 1929 (96)
* Founder of the Tamla Motown 
record company (1959).  He sold 
the company for $61 million in 
1988.  He employed the talented 
songwriting team Holland-Dozier-
Holland who composed and 
produced the Supremes string of 
‘60s hits.  Berry was involved with 
the melody lines and structure of 
the songs but never took credit for 
it.
* His son Redfoo is a singer and an 
X Factor Australia judge.

BRUCE CHANNEL born in 
Jacksonville, Texas - 1940 (85)
* US singer.  He had a hit in 1962 
with Hey! Baby which made No 1 
in America and No 2 in the UK.  It 
was revived in 2002 by DJ Otzi.

RANDY NEWMAN born in Los 
Angeles, California - 1943 (82)
* American composer, pianist and 
vocalist.  In 1978 he had his biggest 
hit single with Short People. He 
finally won an Oscar for best song 
(If I Didn’t Have You from Monsters 
Inc.) at the 2002 Academy Awards.  
It was his sixteenth nomination. 
He sang the theme to the TV 
program Monk. His songs can also 
be heard in City Slickers (‘91), Toy 
Story (‘95) The Three Amigos (’86)  
and sequels, and Cars (2006). 
* He wrote Mama Told Me (Not To 
Come) which was a hit for Three 
Dog Night.  

R.B. GREAVES (Ronald Bertram 
Greaves) born in British Guyana - 
1944.  (Died aged 68 - 2012)
* US singer.  He had one big hit in 
1969 with Take A Letter Maria.  

BEEB BIRTLES (Gerard Bertelkamp) 
born in Amsterdam, Netherlands - 
1948 (77)
* Australian singer and musician.  
He was a guitarist and vocalist with 
Little River Band and wrote the 
band’s first single Curiosity Killed 
The Cat (1975). He also wrote 
and sang lead on their 1976 hit 
Everyday Of My Life.  
* During the late 1960s he 
played with Zoot and later joined 
Mississippi that also featured 
future LRB member Graham 
Goble.  He and Goble had some hit 
success as a duo with the hits I’m 
Coming Home and Lonely Lives.  
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C.S. LEWIS (Clive Staples Lewis) 
born in Belfast, Northern Ireland - 
1898.  (Died aged 64 - 1963)
* UK author.  He wrote the popular 
children’s story The Lion, The 
Witch And The Wardrobe (part of 
the Narnia Chronicles) and several 
books on the Christian faith 
including Mere Christianity. Lewis 
died on 22 November 1963 from 
kidney failure, one week before his 
65th birthday. 
* He was portrayed by Anthony 
Hopkins in the 1993 film 
Shadowlands. 

JOHN MAYALL born in Cheshire, 
England - 1933. (Died aged 90 - 
2024)
* British blues guitarist and 
vocalist.  He was dubbed The 
Godfather of British Blues.  Artists 
such as Eric Clapton, John McVie, 
Mick Fleetwood and Mick Taylor 
were all previous members of 
Mayall’s various Bluesbreakers 
line-ups. He was inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 
the musical influence category in 
2024. He died on July 22, 2024.

DIANE LADD (Rose Ladner) born in 
Meridian, Mississippi - 1935 (90)
* US actress.  Her films include 
Chinatown (‘74) and Alice Doesn’t 
Live Here Any More (‘75).  She 
married actor Bruce Dern.  Their 
daughter is actress Laura Dern.

CHUCK MANGIONE born in 
Rochester, New York - 1940 (85)
* American pop-jazz flugelhornist.  
He had an instrumental hit in 1978 
with Feels So Good.

DENNY DOHERTY (Dennis 
Doherty) born in Canada - 1940. 
(Died aged 66 - 2007)
* Canadian vocalist with The 
Mamas & The Papas.  Their hits 
include California Dreamin’, 
Monday Monday, Dedicated To 
The One I Love and Creeque Alley.

JANET HOLMES A COURT (Janet 
Ranford) born in Perth, WA - 1943 
(82)
* Australian businesswoman. She 
is one of Australia’s richest women. 
She was married to Robert Holmes 
A Court (who died in 1990). 
* In April 2018, she married mining 
businessman Gilbert George.

FELIX CAVALIERE born in Pelham, 
New York - 1942 (83) 
* Lead singer with the Young 
Rascals who later became simply 
The Rascals.  Their ‘60s hits include 
- Groovin’, How Can I Be Sure, A 
Beautiful Morning, Good Lovin’ 
and People Got To Be Free.

BRIAN CADD born in Perth, WA - 
1946 (79)
* Australian singer/songwriter 
and pianist.   In the ‘60s he was 
with The Groop who had hits with 
Such A Lovely Way and Woman 
You’re Breaking Me.  In 1969 he 
became a part of Axiom who had 
their biggest hit with A Little Ray 
Of Sunshine.  After the demise of 
Axiom he pursued a solo career 
and also wrote and produced for 
other Australian artists before 
leaving for the US.  Ginger Man 
(’72) and Let Go (’74) were two 
of his biggest sellers. He moved 
to the US in 1976 and for over 20 
years was based in Nashville. 
* His wife gave birth to a daughter 
Jessica on this day in 1983.

DON WALKER born in Ayr, 
Queensland - 1951 (74)
* Australian musician.  Piano, 
keyboard player, organist and 
vocalist with Cold Chisel.  He 
wrote Cold Chisel’s hits Choir Girl, 
Khe Sanh and Cheap Wine. Cold 
Chisel went on the road for their 
50th Anniversary Tour beginning 
on October 2024. 

JOEL COEN born St. Louis Park, 
Minnesota - 1954 (71) 
* US director, producer and writer. 
Joel and his younger brother Ethan 
write direct and produce their 
films jointly. They include Raising 
Arizona (‘87), Fargo (‘96), The Big 
Lebowski (‘98), No Country For Old 
Men (2007) and True Grit (2010).
* In 1984 he married actress 
Frances McDormand.

CHRIS BAILEY born in Nanyuki, 
Kenya - 1957. (Died aged 65 - 2022)
* Australian singer.  He was lead 
vocalist for The Saints, one of 
Australia’s first punk bands.  In 
1977 The Saints had a top 40 hit in 
the UK with This Perfect Day.  Two 
of their biggest sellers in Australia 
are Ghost Ships (’84) and Just Like 
Fire Would (’86). Their albums 
(I’m) Stranded (1977) and Eternally 
Yours (1978), are considered punk 
classics. 

KIM DELANEY born in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania - 1961 
(64)
* US actress.  Starred as Kathleen 
Maguire in the TV series Philly 
(2001-2002).  Formerly in NYPD 
Blue (1995-2001) playing Diane 
Russell. She now appears in the 
TV soapie General Hospital. 

ANDREW McCARTHY born in 
Westfield, New Jersey - 1962 (63)
* US actor.  His popular ‘80s films 
include St Elmos Fire, Weekend At 
Bernies, Pretty In Pink, Mannequin 
and Spiderwick Chronicles.

MICHAEL VEITCH born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1962 (63)
* Australian TV and radio 
comedian. He was one of the 
stars of the comedy program 
Fast Forward and a part of the 
original D-Generation.   He wrote 
Flak published in 2006 and Fly 
published in 2008. In 2025 he 
published a new book, Borneo: 
The Last Campaign.
* From 2006-2009 he hosted 
Sunday Arts on the ABC. 
* In 2010 he was appointed 
breakfast announcer on ABC radio 
in Hobart.  He left the station in 
September 2013.
*
JONATHAN KNIGHT born in 
Massachusetts - 1968 (57)
* Vocalist with US group New Kids 
On The Block.  The group had nine 
top 10 hits in America from 1988 
to 1990.  I’ll Be Loving You Forever, 
Hangin’ Tough and Step By Step all 
made No 1. 

BRIAN BAUMGARTNER born in 
Atlanta, Georgia - 1972 (53) 
* US actor. He is best known for 
playing Kevin Malone, a fictional 
character in the American TV 
version TV sitcom of The Office. He 
appeared in 201 episodes.

ANNA FARIS born in Baltimore, 
Maryland - 1976 (49)
* US actress.  She is best known 
for her role in the Scary Movie 
series of films and also her 
starring role in the US TV sit-com 
Mom.  She provides the voice 
of Jeanette in the Alvin And The 
Chipmunk movies.

CHADWICK BOSEMAN born in 
Anderson, South Carolina - 1976. 
(Died aged 43 - 2020) 
* American actor. He landed his 
first major role as a series regular 
on the TV program Persons 
Unknown (2010). He became 
well known for playing superhero 
Black Panther in the Marvel 
movies from 2016 to 2019. 

Australia’s first HOLDEN motor 
vehicle was launched by General 
Motors-Holden - 1948.
* Holden ceased to make cars in 
Australia on October 20, 2017 
when it shut down its Elizabeth 
manufacturing facility in SA.

SOVEREIGN HILL tourist attraction 
opened in Ballarat - 1970.

JIMMY BARNES met his future 
wife JANE at 4pm at Motel 7 in 
Canberra - 1979.  
* They met at a party.  Jane was a 
friend of one of The Angels.  

NATALIE WOOD, US actress, died 
aged 43, while on a weekend boat 
trip to Catalina Island on board her 
husband’s yacht Splendour - 1981.

ALLAN BORDER set a world record 
for most Test cricket appearances 
- 1991.
* He played in his 126th Test 
match - his 63rd as captain.  He 
eclipsed the record held by India’s 
Sunil Gavaskar.

WHITNEY HOUSTON commenced 
a 10 week run at No 1 in the UK 
singles chart with I Will Always 
Love You from The Bodyguard - 
1992. 

SOCCEROOS lost to Iran in the 
World Cup Qualifier at the MCG - 
1997.
* The Socceroos 2 drew with Iran 
2 before a crowd of 85,022.  Iran 
qualified on the away goals rule.

ANDREW GAZE played his 500th 
NBL game - 2001.

GEORGE HARRISON, UK singer/
songwriter and Beatles lead 
guitarist, died aged 58 in California 
after a battle with cancer - 2001. 

BRIAN HENDERSON read his final 
news bulletin for National Nine 
News in Sydney - 2002.

OZ JET made their maiden flight 
from Melbourne to Sydney - 2005. 

UBER officially launched in Sydney 
- 2012. 

DANIEL ANDREWS was elected 
Premier of Victoria - 2014.
* On September 26, 2023 he 
announced he was stepping down 
as Premier.

HENRY KISSINGER, US diplomat, 
died aged 100 - 2023.
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Births WAYNE ‘RABBIT’ BARTHOLOMEW 
born in Tweed Heads, NSW - 1954 
(71)
* Australian surfer.  He began 
surfing at 12 and by the age of 23 
had become the world champion.  
‘Rabbit’ won the World Surfing 
Championship in 1978, 1999 (ASP 
world masters) and 2003 (ASP 
world grand master). 

GEORGE McARDLE born in 
Melbourne, Victoria - 1954 (71)
* Australian musician.  Former bass 
guitarist with Little River Band. He 
joined the band in 1976 replacing 
Roger McLachlan and was with the 
group during the success of their 
hit singles Reminiscing, Help Is On 
It’s Way and Lady.  

BILLY IDOL (William Broad) born in 
London, England - 1955 (70)
* English singer.  He has had 
several top 10 hits in Australia 
including - White Wedding (‘83), 
Rebel Yell (‘84), To Be A Lover (‘86) 
and Sweet 16 (‘87). 

STACEY Q (Stacey Swain) born in 
Fullerton, California - 1958 (67)
* US singer.  She had a hit in 1986 
with Two Of Hearts.

BEN STILLER (Benjamin Stiller) 
born in New York City, New York - 
1965 (60)
* US actor and director.  His films 
include: Reality Bites, Something 
About Mary, Keeping the Faith, 
Meet the Parents plus sequel, 
Starsky & Hutch, Zoolander and 
A Night At The Museum (plus 
sequels). (His actress wife Christine 
Taylor appeared in Zoolander and 
sequel.)  In 2013 he starred in and 
directed The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty. He directed The Cable Guy 
which starred Jim Carrey.
* Ben and his actor friend Owen 
Wilson have been in about 14 films 
together.  
* His father Jerry Stiller played 
George Costanza’s father on 
Seinfeld.

CATHERINE McCLEMENTS born  
in Melbourne, Victoria - 1965 (60)
* Australian actress. She is best 
known for her starring role as 
Rachel Goldstein on the TV police 
drama Water Rats. She had a 
recurring guest role on The Secret 
Life of Us in 2001.  She appeared in 
the Network Ten telemovie Mary 
Bryant in 2005.

DES’REE (Desiree Weeks) born in 
London, England - 1967 (58)
* English singer.  She had a 1996 
hit with Kissing You from the ‘90s 
film version of Romeo & Juliet.

KAT STEWART (Katherine Stewart) 
born in Bairnsdale, Victoria - 1972 
(53)  
* Australian actress. She starred 
as Liz Wendell in the TV comedy 
series Five Bedrooms that debuted 
in 2019.  She also played Billie 
Proudman in Offspring, and Nicola 
Buchanan with Shaun Micallef in 
the 13 part murder mystery series 
Mr And Mrs Murder.

TZIPORAH MALKAH (previously 
known as Kate Fischer) born in 
Adelaide, SA - 1973 (52)
* Australian model and TV host. 
Daughter of politician Pru Goward. 
She hosted the children’s cartoon 
program What’s Up Doc? In 2017, 
Malkah (having legally changed 
her name several years earlier) 
was a contestant on I’m a Celebrity 
... Get Me Out of Here! 

ELISHA CUTHBERT born in Alberta, 
Canada - 1982 (43)
* Canadian actress.  She played 
Kim Bauer in the US TV drama 24.

KALEY CUOCO born in Camarillo, 
California - 1985 (40)
* US actress.  She played Penny 
in the long running TV sit-com 
The Big Bang Theory.  She is also 
well known for playing Bridget 
Hennessy in the TV sitcom 8 
Simple Rules (2002–2005) and 
Billie Jenkins in the final season of 
Charmed (2005–2006). 

PHILLIP HUGHES born in 
Macksville, NSW - 1988.  (Died 
aged 25 - 2014)
* Australian cricketer. He scored 
his first Test century in 2009, aged 
20, in his second Test match for 
Australia, opening the batting 
and hitting 115 in the first innings 
against South Africa.  
* On 25 November 2014, he was 
hit in the neck by a bouncer, during 
a Sheffield Shield match at the 
SCG. He was taken to St Vincent’s 
Hospital where he underwent 
surgery, was placed into an 
induced coma and was in intensive 
care in a critical condition. He died 
on 27 November, having never 
regained consciousness.

LOST FREQUENCIES (Felix De Laet) 
born in Belgium - 1993 (32)
* Belgian DJ and record producer. 
His biggest hits are Are You With 
Me (2014) - No 1 in Australia 
and Where Are You Now (2021) - 
recorded with Calum Scott.

Australia’s first LIGHTHOUSE went 
into service at South Head, Sydney 
- 1818.  
* The lighthouse is still fully 
operational and is under the 
control of the Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority.

ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR was 
performed for the first time at 
a concert in the NSW Southern 
Highlands - 1878.

First THREE-D MOVIE, Bwana 
Devil, opened in New York City - 
1953.  

GARY LEWIS & PLAYBOYS 
recorded their No 1 US hit This 
Diamond Ring - 1964.  

MICHAEL JACKSON’s Thriller 
album was released in US - 1982.
* It went on to become the best 
selling album of all time.  Seven 
songs from the album of nine 
recordings became hit singles.

GANDHI, starring Ben Kingsley, 
had its world premiere in New 
Delhi - 1982.
* The film received a leading 
eleven nominations at the 55th 
Academy Awards, winning eight 
including for the Best Picture, 
Best Director, and Best Actor (for 
Kingsley).

SEGA DREAMCAST went on sale in 
Australia - 1999.  

Australian assets of ESSO were 
merged with those of MOBIL 
as part of the global merger of 
Exxon Corporation and Mobil Oil 
Corporation - 1999.

PLAYSTATION II went on sale in 
Australia - 2000.

WII U went on sale in Australia - 
2012. 

JEFF HORN, aged 30, defeated 
ANTHONY MUNDINE, aged 43, 
in a first-round KO at Suncorp 
Stadium in Brisbane - 2018.
* The fight lasted just 96 seconds.

CHRISTINE McVIE, UK musician 
and singer/songwriter with 
Fleetwood Mac, died aged 79 - 
2022.

KANGAROOS became the first 
expansion club to win an AFLW 
flag and the first team in VFL/
AFL/AFLW history to go through a 
season undefeated (a draw against 
Geelong back in September was 
their only blemish) – 2024.

Events

ALAN SHERMAN (Allan Copelon) 
born in Chicago, Illinois - 1924.  
(Died aged 48 - 1973)
* US comedy writer and musician.  
He is best known for his 1963 
novelty hit Hello Muddah, Hello 
Fuddah.  In America he had three 
No 1 hit albums with My Son, The 
Folk Singer, My Son, The Celebrity 
and My Son, The Nut.

FRANK IFIELD (Francis Ifield) born 
in Coventry, England - 1937. (Died 
aged 86 - 2024)  
* Australian singer.  He emigrated 
from England to Australia with 
his parents shortly after the war.  
Ifield began his singing career in 
Australia and returned to Britain 
in 1959.  In 1962 he had three 
No 1 hits in a row in the UK with I 
Remember You, Lovesick Blues and 
Wayward Wind. 
* Ifield died in Hornsby Hospital of 
pneumonia on 18 May 2024.

SIR RIDLEY SCOTT born in County 
Durham, England - 1937 (88) 
* English film director and 
producer. He directed and co-
produced the 2023 epic historical 
drama film Napoleon. His other 
successful movies include Alien 
(‘79), Blade Runner (‘82), Gladiator 
(which won the Academy Award 
for Best Picture) (2000) and The 
Martian (2015).

ROGER GLOVER born in Brecon, 
Wales - 1945 (80)
* Welsh bass player with Deep 
Purple and Rainbow.  After 
spending four years with Deep 
Purple he was dismissed by 
guitarist Ritchie Blackmore.  In 
1984 when Deep Purple reformed 
Glover returned to his old band, 
where he performs to this day. 
* In 1978 Roger Glover and Guests 
had a hit with Love Is All from the 
animated film The Butterfly Ball.

MANDY PATINKIN (Mandel 
Patinkin) born in Chicago, Illinois - 
1952 (73)
* American actor and singer.  He 
was one of the stars of the TV 
drama Chicago Hope as well as 
Criminal Minds. From 2011-2020 
he starred in Homeland as Saul 
Berenson.  
* He played the Spanish fencing 
master named Inigo Montoya in 
the 1987 film The Princess Bride.
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2015      Jocks’ Journal 
Radio News from 10 Years AgoNovember

Scotty and Nige are no more, 
with the shock announcement 
that Scott Masters has left 
Canberra FM 104.7.  Canberra 
FM general manager Eoghan 
O’Byrne has refused to blame 
ratings, or to confirm or deny 
that Masters did not want 
to leave the show, saying 
instead that it was “a business 
decision”.    Listener Beth 
Heath started a petition on 
change.org calling on 104.7 
management to return Scott 
Masters to the breakfast slot.  
FM 104.7’s new breakfast 
show is now headed by  Nigel 
Johnson and Kate Rice with 
Knuckles. 

Tommy Little will not be 
returning to breakfast radio in 
2016. Nova 100 will spend the 
next few months celebrating 
the Meshel & Tommy brekky 
show including their Local 
Comedy Tour which takes 
free comedy to the suburbs.  
Details of Nova 100’s new line 
up for 2016 will be announced 
in due course.

2015 ACRA (Best Entertainment 
Music Presenter) winner 
Ashleigh Blucher is leaving 
Power FM Bega and joining 
Star FM Wagga.  She currently 
presents Mornings With Ash 
on Power FM.

Johanna Marie is leaving the 
newsroom at Brisbane talk 
station 4BC and joining SKY 
News in Brisbane.

Star 104.5 Central Coast has 
debuted a new local program 
Love Songs with Melinda 
Schneider. It’s heard Monday 
to Thursday nights from 8pm. 
It’s the Central Coast’s first 
locally produced night show in 
8 years. For well over a decade 
now, Melinda Schneider has 
been a leading light of the 
‘new-breed’ of Australian 
singer/songwriters both in 
Australia and the US.

2 DAY FM has announced that 
Rove McManus will host an 
all-new breakfast show, 6   - 
9am weekdays.  will be joined 
by The Bachelorette star Sam 
Frost as his co-host.   The 
program began on Monday, 
9th November. 

Niven Boyd, longtime 
Operations Manager of the 
Grant Broadcaster stations 
5AU/5CS/MAGICFM, died 
suddenly at work on Friday 
October 23. His sister Carolann 
shared on Facebook: “Today 
my baby brother without 
warning and left us to be with 
his beloved mother. A man of 
high integrity honour sharp 
minded and a work ethic that 
could not be faulted he lived 
for his work he loved his work 
and died at work. RIP little 
bro.”   Niven would have been 
48 in November.  Jocks’ Journal 
editor Greg Newman caught up 
with Niven briefly at the Radio 
Convention on the Gold Coast.  
We spoke about his longtime 
commitment to 5AU/5CS/
Magic.  Jocks’ Journal received 
a record 27,000+ views to 
Facebook when we posted the 
sad news of his passing.  He 
obviously touched many lives. 

Richard Stubbs has announced 
his decision to leave ABC 
774 and his Afternoon with 
Richard Stubbs program after 
11 years.   Richard makes the 
decision on the eve of his 58th 
birthday and whilst recovering 
from the death of his mother 
this year. 

Shane McFarlane, who was 
a part of the MIX 94.5 Perth 
breakfast team, died on 
October 7 after complications 
from an ongoing gastric health 
issue.   McFarlane, aged 53, 
had worked in radio for 17 
years.  His broadcasting career 
began in WA’s North West and 
took him all over the country 
to Noosa, Newcastle and 
Canberra before he returned to 
Perth and started at mix 94.5 in 
January 2000. 

Murray Happ, who for many 
years was John Laws’ panel 
operator and sidekick, died 
aged 56.  His radio career began 
when he started as an office 
boy in November 1975 at 2UW 
Sydney. He had been living on 
the Gold Coast and working as 
a marriage celebrant. 

Hunter McLeod has departed 
the K Rock Geelong breakfast 
show.   ‘Hunter’ (Jody) had co-
hosted the breakfast program 
with radio newcomer Josh 
Buckle. 

Nerissa Pace has joined Hot 
91.1  Sunshine Coast as co-
host to Sam Coward in the Hot 
Breakfast program. 

Graham Mott, has been 
appointed General Manager 
for the Radio Division of 
Pacific Star Network owner 
of 1116 SEN and MyMP 1377 
in Melbourne plus their two 
digital stations.   He had been 
consulting for Pacific Star 
since leaving Fairfax radio in 
Melbourne.   Pacific Star CEO 
Barrie Quick left the company 
in early October. 

Irene Hulme has moved into 
the newly created role of 
Network Head of Music and 
Entertainment Partnerships 
for The Hit Network. Matt 
Anderson has been appointed 
as the new Content Director of 
2DayFM. 

Mal Lewis, former GOLD 104.3 
Melbourne Content Director 
has accepted a position in New 
Zealand with MediaWorks  in 
Auckland.

Former 2GB/2UE talk host 
Jason Morrison has been 
appointed Sydney Director of 
News at Channel Seven.  

NXFM confirms that Heath 
Piper and Lucas “Normy” 
Dorrell will not be continuing in 
the NXFM Newcastle breakfast 
show that they’ve been hosting 
since 2012. 

Dave Daly is joining MIX104.9 
Darwin as PD and afternoon 
announcer.   In recent times 
Dave has been filling in on 
Magic 882 Brisbane and 
running his own business 
Boombiz Audio.

Jaime Chaux is now Head of 
Digital Audio at SCA. After 13 
years on the job programming 
radio stations, Chaux will be 
moving into the newly created 
role of Head of Digital Audio.  
Adam Williscroft will be 
moving into a new role of DAB 
plus Content Director – Music 
Stations. 

Deborah Clay will join ARN 
in the newly created role 
of Sydney/Brisbane News 
Director and Drive News 
Presenter for WSFM and the 
KIIS National Network.  

Grant Johnstone has taken on 
the newly created role of ACE 
Radio Head of Content.   Mat 
Cummins is now Group 
Content Director - Radio for 
ACE and Ant Middlemiss is 
now Group Content Director 
- Digital. Also Lauren Buckley 
has been appointed Group 
Promotions Director.

Barry Keohane has been 
appointed as the new Content 
Director for 891 ABC Adelaide. 

 



More Australian Radio News
Super Radio Network  (SRN) has appointed Gavin Flanagan as 
Group Sales Manager of the Super Radio Network Group.  
Gavin has been in radio for almost 27 years, having started as 
a young announcer in Karratha, moving to Alice Springs and 
then Tamworth where he became General Manager under the 
late Bill Caralis in 2006. After a 3-year stint running Business 
Events (and the Tamworth Country Music Festival) at Tamworth 
Regional Council, Gavin returned to the media sector at Nine 
and Southern Cross Austereo, before returning as GM to 
Tamworth with SRN.  Gavin then took over the Nowra stations 
under Grant Broadcasters. Upon ARN’s acquisition of Grant 
Broadcasters, Gavin was appointed General Manager of Wave 
FM in Wollongong as well as Area Lead for ARN’s NSW stations. 
He has been in that role for the past three years. Gavin started 
with SRN on 3 November and he is based in Newcastle. 

93.5 Eagle FM  Goulburn have 
launched a new breakfast show with 
hosts Jev and Jordan.  Jev Collins and 
Jordan Klingsporn first teamed up 
at Boom Radio  in Perth where they 
worked for three years.

Southern Cross Austereo  and 
television and publishing network  Seven West Media  have 
announced plans to merge. The deal would bring a number of 
major Australian media properties under one roof. Mumbrella 
reports: Seven West Media owns the Seven television network, 
a number of regional TV licences, plus The West Australian, The 
Sunday Times, and the Community Newspaper Group — which 
publishes 23 community newspapers in Perth. It also owns The 
Nightly, a digital-only publication aimed at the eastern states. 
Southern Cross Austereo brings Triple M’s 45 radio stations, and 
the Hit Network’s 41 stations, including Melbourne’s The Fox, 
and Sydney’s 2DayFM. It also owns the Listnr audio platform, 
which became profitable during 2024.

4BC  Brisbane announced 
the sudden exit of breakfast 
host  Peter Fegan  just hours 
after he told listeners on Friday 
he’d be  “back Monday”. The 
Courier Mail reports: The 
abrupt move was confirmed in 
an internal email from Content 

Manager Siobhain McDonnell, who told staff Fegan had “finished 
up on air as the host of 4BC Breakfast.” “I thank Peter for his 
dedication to the station, his show and for bringing a cracking 
NRL season to life on air with his passion and enthusiasm for his 
beloved Broncos,” McDonnell wrote. “A new Breakfast program 
will be announced in due course … familiar voices and friends 
of 4BC will continue to keep our Brisbane audience entertained 
and informed every morning.” Wrapping up Friday’s broadcast, 
Fegan told listeners:  “I’m back 5.30 Monday morning, have a 
fantastic weekend, look after yourselves and as I like to say, be 
good Brizzie, catch ya then.” The decision followed a difficult 
ratings year for Fegan, whose audience share dropped to 3.6 
per cent in the recent GfK Radio 360 results.

i98FM was the most listened to station in Wollongong in the 
latest  Xtra Insights Survey (#1/2025) with 25.6% (-3.2). Next 
came WAVE FM with 21.5% (-0.3) followed by ABC Illawarra with 
10.1 (-1.3). i98 was No 1 in all sessions.

MIX 106.3 rated No 1 in the latest GfK Canberra Survey 3. They 
had a share of 22.2% (-0.1). Next came Hit 104.7 with 13.9% 
(0.0) then ABC Canberra with 11.8% (+0.2).

In the latest  GfK Radio 360  Metro survey (#6/2025) the top 
rating DAB+ stations were: Brisbane and Perth –  Smooth 
FM,  Melbourne –  Coles Radio, Adelaide –  Smooth FM  equal 
with Dance Hits and in Sydney – CADA.

Hit 103.1 was the most listened to station in Townsville in the 
latest  Xtra Insights Survey (#1/2025) with 22.6% (+3.1). Next 
came  Triple M Townsville  with 19.3% (-2.1) followed by  Star 
106.3 with 14.3 (+2.0), then Power 100 with 14.2% (0.0). Hit 
103.1 was No 1 in all daytime sessions. 

Commercial Radio Australia has informed its stakeholders that 
this year’s  ACRAS won’t be going ahead due to an ongoing 
legal battle over music royalties. In the note to its members, 
obtained by Mumbrella, CRA said the awards will be paused 
for 2025, in order to  “reallocate resources”  towards  “crucial 
priorities, including significant cost pressures incurred from 
ongoing legal matters with the PPCA.” CRA will also use the 
time to  “review and refresh our awards categories, judging 
process, and events execution”. The Phonographic Performance 
Company of Australia (PPCA) and CRA have been battling over 
the Fair Pay for Radio Play Bill 2023. The bill would remove 
the existing royalty cap paid by Australian commercial radio 
stations. Current copyright legislation caps the total to 1% of 
a station’s yearly revenue. PPCA, representing musicians and 
rights holders, argues that the cap is unfair and outdated, 
having been introduced over half a century ago. The CRA argues 
an increase in royalty rates for music played will “threaten 
the sustainability of our stations”. CRA told its members the 
awards hiatus “was not an easy decision” to make, and that it 
will take the time to “re-image how we recognise excellence in 
Australian audio”. The annual ceremony was set to be held in 
October. (Story courtesy of Mumbrella)

Kevin Blyton, owner of the Capital 
Radio Network  and the  Blyton 
Group  of companies, died on 
Sunday October 19 at the Cooma 
Hospital, after suffering a cardiac 
arrest. Radioinfo reports: Kevin 
purchased his first radio station, 
2XL when he was just of 19 in 
1978. The Capital Radio Network 
now includes XLFM and SNOW 
FM in the Snowy Mountains, 
3GG in Gippsland, 2CA and 2CC in 
Canberra, GNFM and EAGLE FM in 

Goulburn, 6iX in Perth and associated digital stations including 
60s Music and 70s Music. He was inducted into the Commercial 
Radio Hall of Fame in 2013. He diversified into hospitality around 
2XL by purchasing the Charlotte Pass and Selwyn Snow Resorts, 
the Snowy Mountains Airport in Cooma, Kosciusko Chalet Hotel 
as well as local transport services and cinemas. If you happened 
to be a resident of the NSW Snowy Mountains you were as likely 
to be served by him to get cinema tickets as meet with him in 
the board room. He was always hands on. Blyton is survived by 
his daughter, Lucy Blyton-Gray. (* Lucy is the general manager 
for Charlotte Pass Snow Resort and his son-in-law Lachlan is the 
chief operating officer of the Blyton Group.)


